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If ye ſaffer for Righteouſneſs Sake, happy are ye: And be not 

afraid of their Terror, neither be troubled ; But ſanctify the 
Loxp Gow in your Hearts: And be ready always to give an 
Anſwer to every Man that aſketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that 
is in you, with Meekneſs and Fear. 1 Pet. iii. 14, 15. 
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T is now more than three Years ſince the 
Book, whereto this is an Appendix, ſirſt 
made its Appearance in Publick, during 
which Time, it hath pleaſed him who ſendeth 
as, and by whom he will ſend, to bleſs it to many 
Souls; the Underſtanding of ſeveral hath thereby 
been much enlightened ; ſome have been con- 
vinced of Sin and Error, and many diſtreſſed 
Conſciences greatly comforted. 
But on the other hand it hath not wanted, as 
might be reaſonably expected, its Oppoſers ; 
various Objections have been made, and either 
ſpontaneouſly ſent me by different Perſons, or 
at my Requeſt, colle&ed by Friends for farther 
Conſideration. - What theſe Objections are, and 
what my Anſwers, you have in the follow- 
ing Pages: however ſatisfactory the Anſwers 
may appear to ſome, this at leaſt I can ſay, to 
me they appear full and pertinent, as well as to 
many others, who have already heard or read 
them. 
Conſidering alſo that a Chriſtian is not only 
called to wreſtle with Fleſh and Blood, but with 
Principalities and Powers, and the Rulers of the 
Darkneſs of this World, I have added, with littie 
Alteration, from the Writings of the late pious, 
learned, judicious and Chriſtian Biſhop Cowper, 
what Ithink a right comfortable Dialogue between 
the Lok p, 1 a tempted Soul: right, I fay, be- 
cauſe 


PREFACE. 

cauſe T think it ſound, and according to the A- 
nalogy of Faith; comfortable, becauſe it hath 
been found ſo, both by me and others, not that 
the ſame Arguments, or the fame Means of 
Comfort are always bleſſed to the fame Perſons, 
even in the ſame Temptations ; he who only is 
the Gop of Comfort will have this Praiſe re- 
ſerved for himſelf; and therefore we find that 
David prayeth not that the Word may quicken 
him, but that GOD would quicken bim according 
to his Word. P/. cxix. 25. And we know by 
Experience, that except the Lox p work in our 
Heart a Senſe of his Mercy, the moſt comfort- 
able Promiſe in the G oſpel is very Terrible. 
However, ſuch as hath been bleſs'd unto us, 
we communicate unto you, as a Memorial of 
Thankfulneſs to- our Gop for all his Mercies, 
and as a Teſtimony of Love to all the Members 
of CuRIST's Church Militant. And that he 
who hath been pleaſed to bleſs my former weak 
Endeavours, may alſo vouchſafe to bleſs this to the 
Conviction of Gainſayers, the Confirmation of 
Believers, and the Conſolation of diſtreſſed Con- 
ſciences, is the hearty Prayer of him who is, and 
deſires to be the affectionate Friend of Mankind, 
_- for CRRIST's Sake their 
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GRACE and TRUTH vindicated, 
Or the Way to HEAveN, &c. 


A Copy of a Letter from Mr. W. B. 


June 22, 1752. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, l 


I. Fat HAVE lately met ; wich ſome, who have 
| found out many Faults in your late pub- 


Fo I Ye liſhed Book : they ſay there is in many 


Parts, a ſtrong Tincture of Vanity and Self- 
Exaltation ; in ſome Parts plain Tokens of Enthuſiaſm ; and 
in one Place (if not more) evident Blaſpbemy. Now for the 
many excellent and comfortable Truths I find in the far 
greater Part of the Book, eſpecially i in the ſecond and third 
Parts, I myſelf do moſt willingly give a favourable Inter- 
pretation to thoſe Parts which ſeem to ſavour of Se- 
importance and Enthuſiaſm, and cannot from all that has 
been ſaid to me on the Head of B/aſphemry, be yet in the 
leaſt convinc'd that you are a Blaſphemer againſt that Gop 
whom you have ſo many great Excitements to love and 
adore, 


2. The 


461 


2. The Part in particular which is brought to prove yon 
guilty of Blaſphemy is that, wherein you mention the Re- 
velation you had of the Myſtery of the adorable and ever 
bleſſed Trinity, which you declare by a Scheme or Figure 


annexed, and which was at the Time when revealed con- 


tinually before your Eyes. Here, ſay they, you give a 
« Picture of the Trinity, which is Blaſphemy.“ My An- 


ſwer was to this Purpoſe, I do indeed wiſh that Mr. C. 


% had not attempted to explain his Apprehenſions of the 
« Trinity by a Figure, becauſe he might with leſs Excep. 
„ tion have done it in Words: yet I cannot from this 
«« Scheme pronounce him a Blaſphemer, nor can I think 
4 it too ſhocking to be examin'd with Patience. He in- 
« timates that the Myſtery of the Trinity was reveal'd to 
« him in ſuch a Manner that he could conceive it by 2 
« Form, which Form he endeavours to explain from a 
* Figure: this might be all Inagination, but he calls it 
« Revelation; now he wants to expreſs his Revelation, 
«« ſuppoſing it would be to the Reader's Edification ; but 
c he wants Words to expreſs it, and therefore produces 
« a Kind of Triangle, by which he endeavours to ex- 
« plain his Conceptions. Now I apprehend that it can- 
« not juſtly be ſaid that he wants to ſay, That this Firn 


* on Paper was reveal'd to him to be the Myftery of the 


« adorable Trinity : for I think the Truth rather is, that 
« by this Form, he hoped in ſome Meaſure to have ex- 
«« preſs'd what was reveal'd to him of that Myſtery as if a 
« Traveller was to ſay, I ſaw in Egypt three Pyramids; I 
« cannot deſcribe their Form and Situation ſo well as in 
% Draught, here it is: now can we call this Draught the 
«© Repreſentation or Idea that the Traveller had in his 
„Mind of thoſe Pyramids? Can we think his Idea of 
« them, as to Length, Breadth, Heighth and Connection 
„with each other was only the ſame with that expreſs'd 
«« on the Paper? No more can we conceive that Mr. G. 
meant to paint Gop in Trinity as confin'd to Lines 

| « and 
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« and Figures. From theſe Reflections I think he never 
« propos'd to diſplay the Infinite, but as it were by a Tri. 
« angle to illuſtrate the Nature of Connection, or by a 


« Circle to repreſent Eternity.” 
3. Thus, dear Sir, have I underſtood your Figure, and 


| thus attempted tovindicate your well-intended Uſe of it, tho? 


as it has given Riſe to ſevere Cenſure from well-diſpos'd 


Criticks, I cannot but very heartily wiſh, it had never ap- 


'd in Public: it has given Offence, and therefore has 
done Hurt, .and as it cannot be defended as a Matter of 
any Importance as to its Uſe, though I think it may be 
clear'd from the Charge of Blaſphemy, I moſt ſincerely wiſh 
and others (who are much wiſer than I, and love you as 
much as I do) join with me in wiſhing that you would in- 
tirely leave it out, I mean the Figure, if you ſhould live to 
print a ſecond Edition, and ſome other Particulars alſo : 
you would do roel/ to examine impartially and correct 
freely, and then there being no Exceptions. to be made by 
candid and worthy Brethren, your Book may become uſe- 
ful and valuable to thoſe who defire nothing more than to 
paſs through every Diſpenſation that our gracious LoRxd 
ſees proper for them. 

With Regard to the grand Point in debate between me 
and ſome I highly eſteem (I mean the Figure, by which you 
mean to explain your Revelation of the Trinity) I ſhould 
eſteem it a very great Favour would you give me your 
freeſt Thoughts upon it. 1. Whether the Trinity was re- 
veal'd to you in a circumſcrib'd Form of any Kind? 2. 


Whether you think tis poſſible to give any Idea of the 7: 


rity by a Form? or whether the Form or Figure you have 
publiſh'd, conveys your Revelation of that glorious Myſ- 
tery ? 3. What was your ſimple and plain Intent in an- 


nexing ſuch a Form? And laſtly, Whether upon the Whole, 
you don't wiſh that you never had publiſh'd it? My Defire 


of your free Thoughts upon theſe and the like Queries, is 
from no other View, I ſolemnly aſſure you, than what are 
truly friendly towards you and your Reputation : for my 
own Part I have read your Book with Pleaſure and Com- 
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fort, I lock over theſe Paſſages I do not approve of, 
with that Freedom which becomes every one who cannot 
pronounce himſelf infallible: perhaps few in our Day can 
write two hundred and forty. Pages agreeable to every 
one's Sentiments, or exactly according to the Simplicity of 
he Goſpel of our Lox D Jesus CnHRISH: all we can ex- 
pe& is, that Chriſtian Writers ſhould intend the Glory of 
Gov, and the Good of Souls, write from a Principle of 
divine Love; and that all they write ſhould be exactly 
conformable to the Holy Scriptures. Now in ſome or o- 
ther of theſe Articles, moſt are defeftive——and all ſhould 


humbly ſearch out their Deeds (eſpecially if tending to the 


Hurt of Souls) and mend them : I am perſuaded, Sir, you 


would do ail the Good you could, and no Hurt; TI there. 


fore commend you to that good Spirit which would lead 


all to be meek and lowly in Heart, and wiſhing you and 


myſelf more and more of that Chriftlike Mind, I conclude, 


and am very truly, 


Your affefiionate Friend and Servant, 
i. B. 
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The Anſwer to the foregoing Letter. 


| Fuly 7, 1752. 

My very Dear Brother, 
I, E aſſur'd that I eſteem myſelf very 
B much oblig'd to you for your frank 
but friendly Letter, as ſuch, by the Grace of 
our Lok o, I intend to conſider it: but how- 


ever Self- important I may appear unto ſome, | 


know (yet not I, but CHRIST in me) that tis 


not in my Reaſon or Wiſdom, no nor yet in any 


Light heretofore unto me communicated to con- 
ceive 


1 

ceive or write one uſeful Thought or Word, 
and therefore however Enthufaſtical J may ap- 
pear unto others, at this Time alſo I beſeech the 
Father of Lights, through Ixsus our dear and 
bleſſed Redeemer, to inſpire my Thoughts, 
direct my Pen, pardon my Faults and Virtues, 
and rectify all my Miſtakes. 55 

2. Firſt then you inform me, That you 
have met with ſome who have found out many 
Faults in my late publiſh'd Book.” It may be 
ſo, perhaps (to uſe your own Words) few in our 
Days can write two hundred and forty Pages a- 
greeable to every one's Sentiments or exactly 
according to the Simplicity of the Goſpel, and 
therefore I think its quite well, and may be 
profitable to hear their Objections. There is 
(then ſay they) in many Parts a ſtrong Tinc- 
ture of Vanity and Self-exaltation, in ſome Parts 
plain Tokens of Enthuſiaſm, and in one Place, 
if not more, evident Blaſyhemy.” Heavy Charge! 
But how is this ſupported ? with Regard to the 
Vanity, Self-exaltation and Enthuſiaſm, as there is 
not a Word of Proof alledged, I can only an- 
ſwer, herein the Loxp be judge betwixt us; 
I know nothing by myſelf, but I am not here- 
by juſtified : he that judgeth and he that juſti- 


fieth me is the LoRxp, and therefore with me 
it is but a ſmall Matter to be judged or con- 


demned by Man or by Man's Judgment. But 
the Part in particular which is brought to 
prove you guilty of Blaſphemy is, that wherein 
you mention the Revelation you had of the Na- 

B | ture 
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ture 2nd Myſtery of the adorable and ever blef. 
ſed Trinity, which you declare by a Scheme or 
Figure annex'd, and which was at that Time 
when reveal'd continually before your Eyes, 
« Here, ſay they, you give a Picture of the 
Trinity, wich is Blaſphemy.“ Theſe Objectors, 
I perceive, have by no Means rightly under. 
ſtood my Meaning, they know not the Ground 
from whence, nor the End for which I write; 
they ſeem not even to have read my Book 
throughout, or at leaſt not to have regarded the 
wholeſome Advice which is given to ſuch raſh 
and haſty Judges, otherwiſe I am perſuaded they 
would not, without Cauſe, have thus quickly 
condemned the Guiltleſs. How much more 
like Chriſtians they would have acted, had they 
like you, put a little more favourable Conſtruc- 
tion thereon, and ſuppos'd that I would not wil- 
lingly be a Blaſphemer againſt that Gop whom 
I have ſuch infinite Reaſon to love and adore; 
ſuch Charity might have led them not only to 
Vindication, but alſo to Edification; but if it 
be Love that edifieth at preſent I think they 
ſeem very unlikely to edify themſelves or 
me. 

3 As to your charitable Vindication, though | 
perceive when you ſay, that I might by the Cir- 
cle repreſent Eternity, you have not rightly ap- 
prehended my Meaning, yet I think tis ratt- 
onal and ingenious, and at leaſt ſufficient to free 
me from the Suſpicion of Blaſpheiny ; and there- 
fore, my dear Friend, I humb! ly and heartily 

th; ank 


| 


1 


tak; you : be aſſur d he that giveth even a Cup 


of cold Water unto a Diſciple, 1 in the Name of 

a Diſciple, ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Reward. 

4. But that I may come more immediately to 
the Point in Queſtion : they ſuppoſe that I in- 
tended to draw a Picture of the Deity, herein 
they are groſly miſtaken; I neyer intended to 
draw a Picture of Gop, no nor even in any 
Meaſure to declare the DEIT y in all his eflens 
tial Perfections; here my Friend I acknowledge 
that all Words, Languages, Forms, Figures, 
and Creatures fail. Who can ſearch out Gop, 
or declare him to Perfection! What then, you'll 
ſay, did you intend? Why, only this, only to 
declare as it was reveal'd unto me; his eternal, 
triune Property, or as it is expreſs'd in my Book 
how three is one, and one is three But you'll 
ſay, might not this have been leſs liable to 
Exception had it been done by Words only ? 
Why ſo ? 1 ſee no Reaſon but the Prejudice of 
Education. A Chineſe, I think, or any who 
uſe Hierogliphicks, might have equal Reaſon 
to aſk, might we not much better expreſs our 
Ideas by Forms or Figures? for what do we 
intend by Words, or they by Figures, but only 


the Pictures of our Thoughts, or to declare as 


we are able our inward Ideas ? But at this Time 
I think I have various Reaſons to produce, why 
I ſhould rather declare my Idea of the Triune 
Nature of Gop by the Figure in my Book than 
by Words alone. For 1ſt, whatſoever you may 
think, I ſtedfaſtly believe and aſſuredly know 


B 2 | that 


1 J 

that the Triunity of Gop was in this Form re. 
veal'd unto me from Heaven. 2dly, Though 
I cannot fully expreſs by Words or Figure 
my Triune Idea, yet this I Know I can more 
fully and clearly by the Figure than I can by 
Words only. 3dly. As the Figure is more ex. 
preſſive and comprehenſive Language, ſo alſo 
tis a Speech which may be heard by the Deaf, 
ſpoke by the Dumb; yea, tis a Language which 
may be underſtood not only by one, but by all 
Nations. | 

But here it may be ſaid by an ignorant 
or at leaſt prejudic'd Objector, © Is it not 
written in the ſecond Commandment, thou ſhalt 
not make to thyſelf the Likeneſs of any Thing 
in Heaven, Cc.“ It is ſo, but what then? Do] 
make to myſelf, or bow down to the Likeneſs 
of any Thing in Heaven? Gov forbid, only 
the Gop whom thou ignorantly worſhippeſt, 
declare I unto thee to be Three One, as the 
Painter of thy Picture in ſome Sort declares 
thee to be a Man: as well may'ſt thou accuſe 
him, or the Drawer of thy Houſe, of the Breach 
of this Commandment as me, for tis there written 
not only, thou ſhalt not make to thyſelf the 
Likeneſs of any Thing in Heaven above, but 
alſo in the Earth beneath, and Waters under the 
Earth : but you declare this Truth by a Fi- 
gure,” and ſo according to Tradition did St. 
Patrick, even by a three leaved Graſs ; but I 
do dot know that he hath therefore been deem- 
ed a Blaſpbemer, ſo alſo hath Dr. Scot in his 


Chriſtian Life, and other divine Writers; ſo 
like - 
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likewiſe have many of our Fore-fathers in vari- 
ous Churches; and yet I think none hath there- 
fore deem'd them guilty of Blaſphemy ; except 
it were a few zealous but ignorant ſectarian Bi- 
gots. But you ſay this Form or Figure was 
reyeaPd unto you from Heaven.” Yea, and I 
herein ſpeak the Truth in CRRISTH and lie not; 
and why ſhould this ſeem unto you a Thing 
impoſſible or incredible? Have you not read, 
that it hath pleas'd the Almighty before now, 
thus to reveal unto Men various other Truths ? 
Did not the Holy Ghoſt defcend from Heaven 
in a bodily Shape, and appear to light upon the 
Prince of Peace in Form of a Dove, thereby 
declaring Glory to Gop in the Higheſt, Peace 
on Earth, Good-will towards Men, as well as 

by the Song of the Angels, or the Words 
which immediately follow, 7 * is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleaſed —— And again, 
at the Day of Pentecoſt, did there not appear 
unto the Apoſtles, Cloven Tongues, like as of 
Fire, and fit upon them, thereby declaring their 
Purification and Endowment with the Gift of 
divers Languages, as well as by the Effects that 
followed ? in ſhort, what was the Burning Buſh 
which appear d unto Moſes ; the Sheet which 
appear'd unto Peter; and the various Viſions 
which the Loxp hath vouchſafed to his Ser- 
vants at various Times and Places, but a 
Teaching by Forms or Figures, and that alſo 
from Heaven? gut ſay ſome there is no Rea- 


{on to ſuppoſe that God will teach after that 
Manner 
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Mannner in theſe Days.” Why not? Is it 


not written in the Prophet Joel, in the laſt Days 


faith Gop, your young Men ſhall ſee Viſions, 


and your old Men ſhall dream Dreams? And 
according to St. Peter, (Ads ii.) did not theſe 
laſt Days begin at the Day of Pentecoſt ? From 
hence then I think there is ſome Reaſon to ex- 


pect that Gop doth even in theſe Days teach af- 


ter the ſame Manner, unleſs you can prove that 


Joel or Peter were falſe Prophets, or that the 


Apoſtles lived in the laic Days and we in the 
firſt, But again it may be ſaid, © that the ip- 
norant Papiſts have by Reaſon of Pictures, Fi- 
gures, Emblems, c. fallen into groſs Ido- 
latry, and therefore tis better that the Figure 
ſhould be left intirely out.“ Tis granted that 
the gnorant and Superſtitious Papiſts may have 

groſly abus'd theſe Things; but what then? 
hath not the drunken, curſing, ſwearing, li- 
teral Proteſtant, equally abus'd the Scriptures 
and other divine Writings ? Make an Expe- 
riment, tell the next letter-learned, drunken 
Proteſtant. you meet, that he is no Chriſtian, 
or none of CHRIS T's, and that in his preſent 
State he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? will you not preſently hear that you 
are much miſtaken in your Man: it 1s true, he 
as well as every one hath his Infirmities, But 
what then? He has been well brought up in 
what he calls The Proteſtant Faith, he can read 
the Scripture in their Original Language, and 


ſuch ly he ſuppoſes can rightly underſtand 
them 


{ing 1 


them, he can tell you the Title Page, and 
perhaps ſomething more of many ſpiritual Au- 
thors, and therefore concludes all is ſafe and 
well. Now pray where's the Difference betwixt 
the ignorant Papiſt and ſuch a learned Proteſ- 
tant? They both glory in Mother Church, and 
are both equally Idolaters ; only the one idolizes 
painted Pictures or Figures, Emblematic, and 
the other Alphabets, variouſly diſpos'd and im- 
preſs'd on Paper? But muſt we therefore lay 
aſide the Uſe of Books, becauſe of the Proteſ- 
tant's Abuſe ? As juſtly might you lay aſide 
Drinking, becauſe he is a Drunkard, or Eat- 
ing, becauſe he is a Glutton. But however, 
fince the Figure has given Offence, and there- 
fore done Hurt, many who love you, upon that 
Account wiſh you would leave it in another 
Edition entirely out.” What, my Brother, 
hath not the GosPEL itſelf in all Ages given 
Offence, and therefore accidentally done Hurt ? 
Is not CHRIsT crucified to the Jews a ſtumb- 
ling-block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs ? But 
ſhall we therefore infer it ſhould be laid aſide, 
Gop forbid! If we herein ſeek to pleaſe Men, 
we ſhall not be the Servantsof Goo. But it hath 
given Offence to ſome well-diſpos'd Criticks.” 
What then? So did the Doctrine of our Sa- 
viour's Death unto well-diſpos'd and in ſome 
Degree enlighten'd Peter? So alſo did St. Paul's 
Preaching unto many devout and honourable 
Women. So doubtleſs unto ſome ſuch well- 
diſpos'd Criticks, have the hard Things in St. 
Paul's 
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Paul's Epiſtles, and the divine Myſteries in 
St. Jobn's Revelations, given Offence ; but | 
do not wiſh therefore the Apoſtles had left them 
out. But the Figure cannot be defended as 
a Matter of any Importance as to its Uſe.” So 
indeed it may appear unto ſome who under- 
ſtand it not, but unto others, I know it hath 
given great Satisfaction : it ferves to declare 
more fully, comprehenſively and univerſally than 
can be done by Words only ; that there are 
T hree that bear Record in Heaven, and that 
theſe Three are One. A Deiſt indeed, a Tri- 
theiſt, a Sabellian, Arian or Socinian, may ſup- 
poſe that ſuch a Doctrine cannot be defended 
as a Matter of any Importance; but ſhall we 
therefore give it up? God forbid! To me it- 
appears to be a Doctrine of equal (nay ſuperior) 


Importance to many that are very 7zealouſly 
maintained and. defended in this our Day. A 


Doctrine from which as from their Root all the 
other Doctrines of Free-Grace do flow: a Doc- 
trine which whoſoever denies, he doth not even 
notionally hold any other divine Truth aright, 
according to Godlineſs, or as it is in Ixsus: 
and in whomſoever this myſterious Truth hath 
not yet been ſpiritually reveal'd from Heaven, 
I make no Scruple to declare their Day of Pen- 
tecoſt is not yet fully come; for thus it is writ- 
ten from the Mouth of eſſential Truth, At hat 
Day ye ſhall know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. But I do not ſuppoſe 


that this divine Myſtery is reveal'd unto all ex- 


actly 
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1171 
actly in this or that Manner and Meaſure, or 
by this or that particular Figure or Form of 
Expreſſion; neither do I ſay that all can de- 
clare their Idea thereof with equal Clearneſs and 
Perſpicuity, or that any can adequately ſhew forth 
this divine Perfection, 

And now, dear Sir, having I hope remov'd 
not only your Objections, but alſo ſome others 
which ſeem'd to be obvious, I ſhall briefly an- 
ſwer your Queſtions: The firſt of which is, 


« Was the Trinity reveal'd to you in a circum- 
ſcribed Form of any Kind? I anſwer, No; and 


I think the Figure itſelf ſufficiently ſhews 608 1 | 
for the Lines are ſuppos'd to be infinite. Is 
it poſſible, think you, to give any Idea of the 
Trinity by a Form? * I do not ſuppoſe that it 


is poſlible to give an adequate Idea of this or any 
other Perfection of God, becauſe finite can never 


meaſure Infinite : yet I, as well as many others, 
have thought it poſlible to give an Idea thereof, 
and ſome before me have thought by Words 
and a Form, better than by Words alone. 
{« Doth the Form or Figure you have publiſh'd 


_ convey your Revelation of that glorious Myſ- 


tery?” No; for that it was never intended: 

Revelations thereof only come from Gop; but 
I ſuppoſe you might rather intend to ſay, Doth 
that Form or Figure convey the Idea which you 
have receiv d from Heaven of the Triune Na- 
ture of Gop ?” Not fully, for neither by Words 
or Figures can I fully declare it. But to me and 
thoſe who underſtand it, it conveys my Idea 
. more 


BEES 

' more fully and clearly than T-can by Words a. 
lone. What was your ſimple and plain 

oF Intent in annexing it?“ The fame I truſt 

F with that of David, when he faith, Come | 

| and bear all ye that fear GOD, and T will tell 

| you what he bath done for my Soul. The ſame with 

bu St. Paul, when he reaſon'd and declar'd his 

| Converfion before Felix, Feſtus and Agrippa; in 

4 ſhort I ſolemnly aſſure you, as far as I know 
| myſelf, -my only Intent was the Good and Edi- 
1 fication of Souls, and to diſplay as I was able 
Hl the abundant Mercy and amazing Goodneſs of 
= our blefled Redeemer to me the Chief of Sin- 
#1] ners: in doing of which I alſo intended that 

by every Thing ſhould be exactly conformable to 
ay the Holy Sexiptures. But, ** laftly, upon the 
1 Whole don't you wiſh that you had never pub- | 
1 lifh'd it?” Upon the Whole, my Brother,! 
| | | anſwer No ; for what though it hath given Of- | 
| 18 | fence unto fome, it hath afforded Edification f 
1 and great Satisfaction to others, and may unto 
1 more: what though for the Publiſhing a Truth 
1 in this Manner I be deem'd Vain, Enthufiaſti- : 
=. cal, Mad and a Blaſphemer! it is much better | 
" . that I ſhould ſuffer for Truth, than that Truth 
14 ſhould ſuffer for my Concealment ; and eſpe- | 
{ cially when by ſuch Suffering the Truth itſelf 1 
| { 15 every Way more manifeſted : chiefly in this; f 
| | hereby the Words of our Lon p are verified, 1 
ih tbey have called the Maſter of the Houſe Belze- ; 
3 bub, ſhall they not much mare thoſe of his Houſe- f 
Ih bold, It is ſufficient that the Diſciple ſhould be as 
14 .— 
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bis Maſter; an and the Servant as bis Lord: Herein 
[ rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. — Yo 
are pleas' d, dear Sir, tb obſerve that for 
your own Part you have read the Book with 
Pleaſure and Comfort, and: that! for the many 
excellent and comfortable Fruths you find in 
the far greater Part of it, you do moſt willingly 
give a favourable Interpretation, and paſs over 
thoſe Paſſages you do not approve of, with that 
Freedom which becomes every one who can- 
not pronounce himſelf infallible, *? Herein, 
I wiſh that all were likeminded; for J ſo- 
lemaly aſſure you, that as far as I know my- 
ſel, I have no Deſire that either you or any 
Man ſhould call me Rabbi; but rather that what 
[ have wrote. ſhould- be tried to the uttermoſt, 
and then if there be any Good, any Truth ex- 
cellent,, comfortable or commendable, my hear- 
ty Deſire is that all the Praiſe and all the Glory 
may be forever aſcrib*'d unto the Father of 
Lights through Jzsus our blefſed Redeemer, 
from whom and through whom every good and 
perfe& Gift deſcends ; But on the other Hand, 
if you or they find any Thing you cannot ap- 
prove of, my fincere Petition is, that it may be 
pointed out to me: if it be a Truth, who knoweth 
but that the Giver of all good Gifts may ena- 
ble me, not only to vindicate it, but alſo more 
fully to open and manifeſt it: but if it ſhould 
be an Error (for I think I have not in my Book 
declar'd that I or any Man is infallible) who 
knoweth but that Gop might give me Grace to 
C3 the 
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the Acknowledgment thereof: thoſe who read 


my Book throughout I believe may eaſily dif. 
cern, that *twill not be the firſt Error I have ac- 
knowledged; but however maugre all the Op- 


poſition of Self- exalting Pride, this which J 


have elſewhere prov'd I muſt ſtill infiſt upon; no 
Man hath a Right to condemn any Thing mere- 
ly becauſe he doth not underſtand it ; and 
moreover that ſhould I acknowledge any Thing 
to be an Error merely becauſe this or that Man 
ſuppos'd it, before I alſo diſcern'd it to be ſo; 


this I believe in me would be an Error of the 


firſt Magnitude, an Error' which Gop grant J 


may never be guilty of. And now, my dear 


Friend, I hope I have candidly, freely and 
fully confider'd your Letter, and impartially ex- 
amined the Objections therein: be aſſur'd that 
I have no Views or Intentions, but ſuch as are 
friendly to you and Truth, when I defire you 
freely to proceed in writing me the Objections 
made either by you or others againſt what I 
have here wrote, or in any other Part of my 
Book; in the mean Time, my dear Friend, let 
us not ceaſe fervently and humbly to aſk of 
him who is the Author and Giver of all Wiſ- 
dom: Oh! let us ſeek for her as for Silver, and 
ſearch far ber as for hid T1 reaſures ; let us know 
no Man after the F leſh, no; neither Friend nor 


Enemy, but charitably manifeſt Error where'er 


we find her, and reverence Truth where? er 
we meet her; O let us call upon him who is 
mighty to fave, that he may diveſt us of the 
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Prejudices of Country, Education, Self Sen. 
and Parties. Let us humbly, and (as much as 

poſſible) peaceably dwell in the midſt of Sears 
JA Parties, but manifeſt in all Things that we 
are of no Sect or Party, but of the true ſpiri- 
tual, undivided, catholic Church of CHRIST: 
let us rally the ſcatter'd Truths and Cauſes, un- 
twiſt the knotty Lines of Error, and ranſome 
Truth even from the Abyſs of Darkneſs ; this 
by Grace we may do, yea, we can do all 
Things thro* CRRISTH Jesvs ſtrengthening us, 
in whom I am your affectionate Brother, and for 
his Sake 


Your fincere Hind. 
and humble Servant, 


JOHN GREEN: 


A Copy of a Letter from J. G. 


Nov. 15, 1752. 
Dear Brother, 


EL OW you have my ſhort Animadverſions upon your 
Book; but whether right or wrong I will not inſiſt 
on; for I am but as one juſt awaked from Sleep, 

which cannot ſee afar off; and do confeſs, that to me tis 
an arduous Taſk to criticize upon what ſeems not ordain'd 
my Element; yet this I acknowledge, that the Peruſal of 
it hath in a Meaſure awaked me from my lethargick Lyke- 
warmneſs: O pray with me that our Lord and dear Sa- 
viour may ſtrengthen and continue me in the Way to the 
celeſtial City; for what availeth it though I could fathom 

the 


+ af; 4.6 
— 


1 _ 8 * 
1 —'— DD ec 1 ev es ——— — — 
5 = - * r 8 r wag Cc r 
n mn IE l - l a _ 
7 20 p = TY gn AL 32833 — 6. 1 NIN — E 
g Len >: 82 þ * * » 6 * 25 7 Ri _— e — ff 1 
2 * * — 0-7 * i - ** £ P 
* 5 7 l > 


NT * eres 
= = 


—— „ 


1 PETE - 
r 


—— I 


r Ne 
Iilltids 4 4 


5 on 


—— 
2 


r 


Ke LG oo, l . 
* 3 "OI ED 


45 

1 

4 - 

| 
3 

1 
y | 

* 12 , 

BY 

1 

| 

| 

51 

ö 
44 ; 
3} 

F 

t 

PY * 
2 

x 


ff 


the;Depths of all human Seiences, and yet nat know my 
Name writ in the Lamb's, Book of Life, it would be Wap 
Nac, Ry, 


10! A R 7 the Firſt; 

1. To me it ſeems: evident to a Demonſtration; - that the 
Hand of the Lokp was mightily: upon you, tho? ſome im: 
puted ſtrong in the Lon o ſtagger. thereat, a Heart I think 
harder than Adamant muſt he have, who does not ſhadder 
and ſympathize with you at the Reading your Fiery Trials, 
and whoſe Eyes does not flow down with Joy at your glo- 
rious Deliverance ; Great is the Lord and wor thy 70 be praiſed, 
It brought freſh into my Mind: the young Lawyer in the 
Gentleman's Magazine, being ſomething of a Parallel, 
but with this great Difference ; yours a happy Deliver. 

ance, his aparently a miſerable Exit; but | 

2. I think you bear too hard upon the Phyficians ; cer- 
tainly eminent Men there are both in that and other Sci- 
ences, and who may be uſeful Handmaids to the Children 
of Gov, and yet they of this Generation, I know not 
whether” either Hippocrates or Galen were Chriftians, yet 
they were accounted ſingularly eminent in the Art of Phy- 

ic. Suppoſe T had a Bone broken or diſlocated, imma- 
gine it a nice and difficult Part of the human Body, as 2 
Breaſt- bone, or ſome Artery unſtrung, and upon ſending | 
for a Surgeon, whether would it be more prudent in me 
in- ſuch. a Circumſtance to aſk him, whether he under- 
ſtood Anatomy ſo well as to reach my Caſe ? or whether 
he was a regenerate Chriſtian? I think we ought-not to 
inveigh againſt the Sciences : they. themſelves are-uſefol 
Handmaids, though ſome of their Proficients my be 
Evil. 

3. All ſeem to be in the Dark about your Fi igure or 
Scheme of the Trinity, I mean thoſe of S——— and 
R —, Sc, Mr. , a ſincere Chriſtian, 
wiſhes it, and (page 42) treating of your Toe, &c. were 
out of the Book, then he could like the Book very well 
When I was over at 8. , I thought I underſtood the 

Figure 


1 

figure right, and convinc'd:them às follows, with which 
they Teem'd fatisfied, (that 7D as Gop Supreme, Tepre- 
ſented the whole Figure, filling the whole Univerſe; dhe 
Source and Bount/of all the Cirele E, the Son placed in 
Gov, being Part of God, one in God and in che Holy 

Ghoſt, and the Centre of both, C, the Holy Ghoſt - pro- 
ceeding equally from God and CRN 18, and the Connector 
of all Three in One, and that confider'd ſeparately in- their 
Offices, they were three compleat and diſtinct Figures, but 
as one ſupreme, all three made one compleat Figure, ſo 
Three were One, and One Three. Theſe were my Hint 
| Ideas, till coming back to H——, and ſpeaking of it to 
77 D-———, he -objets as follows, that the Lines 
A C and B C do not flow infinitely, becauſe they interſect 
at C, and indeed per Euclid, only parellel Lines flow infi- 
nitely ; therefore ſince I cannot reconcile that, I with the 
reſt ſhall not be able to barren Jour "ROY without 


a plainer Demonſtration. 
4. Some who acknowledge your Tal to be from Gos, 


yet think (by -your-own Account, as chey ſay) that Bleed - 
ing was of Service to you, and that your Reſiſting the 
Phyſicians, &c. favour'd too much of a reſolute Temper. 
Thus much at nem, with regard to the unn 1 


P A R T the Second. 

Reflections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7, I think I have not 
the leaſt Objection to make againſt them. 

bökh Reflection. Tho? this is not to my Satisfaction, yet 

I know not at preſent how to anſwer againſt it. 


bib 


n 
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* 7 D told me he had again and again read 
over your Book, was much affected, yet rufled therewith; 
ſometimes he thought that you was in aſtrong Fever, and ſome- 
times he thought contrarily ; he acknowledges himſelf far 
wrong; he ſees the Neceſſity of being a whole Chriſtian, 
and not by halves, as he expreſſes it; he believes was he 
with you as once, that you might be an Inſtrument of Good 
unto him, 


24 J 


Sch. The preſent Curate of 'Tharn/coe ſays, you have 
therein, and in the Title Page inſerted a Lie ; that you 
never was in Reality a Curate there. 

* gth. I fear reflects upon Mr. W-— a little. 

ioth and 11th. May be approv'd of by every ſincere 
Chriſtian, 

_ 12th and 13th. If you was not den converted, many 
unconverted, converted Chriſtians there are. 

, 14th, 15th and 16th. Your own Cenſure and Criticiſm 
ſeems juſt. 

17th and 18th. as too Myſterious for my ſhallow Ap- 
prehenſions. 

19th and 2oth. Are Truths, and ach to be admir d. 


bn A R 4 the Third, 


TI think tis needleſ; s to ſtand recommending by Piece-meal, 
for the Whole at preſent ſeems to me ſo familiar and di- 
vine, and wrote with ſo. much Energy of Style, as 1 think 
few can object againſt, the Covetous, the Pleaſure-takers, 
the Drunkards, the Swearers, &c. are charged home: the 
Phariſees tightly debaſed: Original Sin clear'd up: Predeſti- 
nation, to my own former Taſte, for I was wont to ſay and 
think, that whom the Father giveth unto the Son, and hath 
choſen, ſhall come unto CR IST: Perfection I think rightly 
clear'd up, for it thereby reconciles many Differences about 
it, &c. 
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My Dear Brother, 
1 AM much oblig'd to you for your kind 
and agreeable Letter; how much ſoever 


your Animadverfions upon my Book may fall 
ſhort in Point of N I think _ are by no 


means 


eee 


8 — — — 
= 2 


28 1 


means trivial, but ſuch as well become a Bro- 


as deſervedly call for my ſerious Conſideration 
and deliberäte Anſwer. Oh! that I may now 


Gon my Saviour: may he who is my only true 
Wiſdom at this Time alſo inſpire my Thoughts 
and direct my Pen; otherwiſe inſtead of anſwer- 


caſion for ten thouſand more; yea, let us both, 
my Brother, ery unto the Father of Lights and 
Giver of every true and perfect Gift, that we 
may have a right Judgment in all Things, 


acknowledge, rectify our every Fault and 
Error. 

2. What you write in Defence of Phyſicians, 

I think may well enough be allow'd without 
contradicting my Teſtimony againſt them: for 
your Vindication is of Htilful ones, though not 
regenerated Chriſtians: my Teſtimony (p. 67.) 
is againſt Atheiſtical and unſkilful ones: and 
though Hippocrates and Galen might not he re- 
generated Chriſtians, tis acknowledg'd by ma- 
ny, that they were ſkilful Phyſicians, and I ne- 
ver heard that they were Athieſts ; but on the 
contrary I read in a modern Author, that one 
of them when he had carefully ſurvey'd the 
Frame of the human Body, and view'd the 
Fitneſs and Uſefulneſs of every Part, the many 
ſeveral Intentions of every little Vein, Bone, 
ind Muſcle, and the beautiful Compoſition of 
| D- the 
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ther, a Friend, a Chriſtian, and therefore ſuch 


conſider them in the Light, Love and Fear of 


ing your Objections, I ſhall give too much Oc- 


and . by his Light and Grace diſcover, 
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1 26 J 
the Whole, * he fell into a Pang of Devotion, 
and wrote an Hymn to his Creator's Praiſe,” 
But perhaps you'll object, . did not you ſay to 
the Phyſician, (page 61.) that he muſt be well 
acquainted with the eternal Word, before he 
could underſtand your Caſe 5 was not that as 
much as to ſay, he muſt be a regenerated Chriſ- 
tian?” Be it ſo; that I preſume is nothing to 
Phyſicians or Diſeaſes in general; becauſe I ſup- 
pos'd that mine was a peculiar Caſe, and there- 
fore if he underſtood it, he muſt have a pecu- 
liar Knowledge : neither did I reje& his Advice 
or Medicines merely becauſe he was not a rege- 
nerated Chriſtian, but becauſe I clearly per- 
ceived that he was ignorant of my Caſe, not 
knowing the Cauſe or Cure : to which as ano- 
ther Reaſon I can ſafely ſubjoin, a jealous and 
I truſt a juſt Concern for God's immortal Praiſe 
5 and 
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* Galen in his Book de Formatione Fetus, takes Notice, 
that there is in a human Body above fix hundred Muſcles, in 
each of which there are at leaſt ten ſeveral Intentions, or 
due Qualifications to be obſerv'd, ſo that about the Muſcles 
alone, no leſs than fix thouſand ſeveral Ends and Aims 
are to be attended to: the Bones are reckon'd to be two 
hundred and eighty four, and the diſtin& Scopes or Inten- 
tions of each of theſe are above forty, in all about twelve 
thouſand: and thus it is in ſome Proportion with all the 
other Parts, the Skin, Ligaments, Veſſels and Humours, 
but more eſpecially with the ſeveral Veſſels of the Body, 
which do in regard of the Variety and multitude of thoſe 
ſeveral Intentions requir'd to them very much exceed the 
homo genous Parts. Wilkins's Nat. Religion. 
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and Glory. * But fince your Caſe was ap- 


prehended by the Phyſician, Apothecary, and 
Others, to be very dangerous; though you did 


not approve of their Aſſiſtance, might you not 
have fent for another Phyfician 2? Yea, and with 


reſpect to my particular Caſe, perhaps he might 


have been equally ignorant: fo like the poor 
Woman of old, I might have ſpent my whole 
Living upon fuch Phyſicians and have been no- 
thing better d; I therefore thought *twas beſt 
to go ſtrait to Jesvs, the great and the good 
Phyſician, and to let him have the whole Glory 
of my Recovery: I believ'd that he who had 
head my bruifed Soul, and wounded Spirit, 
was equally able to heal my Body, ,and that my 
Faith was not vain, the Effect I think plainly 
prov?d ; from whence I eafily reduce the Phy- 
ficians, Apothecaries, and all their Abettors, to 
this Dilemma. Your Judgment concerning 


my Diſeaſe and Danger muſt have been either 


wrong or right; if it was wrong, then I think 


it plainly appears, that I was right in not truſt- 
ing to ſuch unſkilful Judges; but if it was: 


right, then the greater Glory redounds to my 


beloved Phyfician and dear Redeemer; then tis 
clearly evident that I by his Grace took far the. 


wiſeſt Courſe: for you with all your Bliſters, 


Draughts, &c. had never the Vanity even to' 
pretend, in ſo ſhort a Time, and at ſo ſmall 
an Expence, fo to reſtore my Health as to ren- 


der me capable of Preaching in the Manner I 
did, and that alſo without a Relapſe. But 
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— g. my Brother, this particular 
Caſe, I believe with you, that many eminent 
Men have been and are Phyſicians, and doubt- 
leſs as you expreſs it; they (and particularly 
Surgeons) may be uſeful Handmaids to the 
Children of Gop: I would therefore give the 
Phyſician his due Honour, and think that the 
Study and Practice of Phyſic is very commen- 
dable, * if it be done in the Fear of God ; but 
if the Phyſician. fay in his Heart, there is no 
Gop ; tis plain to me and the Royal Plaſmiſt, 
that ſuch a Phyſician is a Fool, and I would not 
be found to put a Sword into a Fo or a Mad- 
man's Hand, leſt I alſo ſhould be ui: deem'd 
another. 

3. Asto the Figure I acknowledge, that you and 
your Friend ſeem to be much in the Dark about 
it, neither do you at preſent I believe, compre- 
hend what I mean thereby. My Letter to Mr, 
V. B. which I have already ſent to + —, 
may be ſome Means of rectifying your Pak 
concerning it. Your converſing with me might 
by Gop's Grace be a greater: but above all 


permit me to intreat you to wait in the inward 
and 


_— 


* That before I publiſh'd my Book, as well as fince, 1 
have been of this Judgment; I think is evident from my 
Example as well as Declaration; for tis well known that 
J have often aſk'd and thankfully accepted the Advice and 
Aſſiſtance of two pious and jngenious Friends, Practiti- 
oners in Phyſic and Surgery, not indeed for myſelf; becauſe 
bleſſed be Gop, I have not had Occaſion, but for the Poor, 


whoſe Neceſſities I Py find to be very urgent. 
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and outward Temple z as alſo in all the Works | 


of Juſtice, Mercy, Piety, but particularly in 
publick and private Prayer, till your Day of Pen- 
tecoſt be fully come, then ſhall you know by a 
Demonſtration, far ſuperior to any that Man can 
give, either by Word or Figures, how that the 
Son dwelleth in the Father, and the Father in 
him, and be in you; then by the Witneſs of 
Gop, which is far greater than that of Men, 
you ſhall know that there are Three that bear 
Record in Heaven, and that theſe Three are 
Oue.— What you and your Friend object 
Mathematically is eafily anſwer*d, when we con- 
fider, Firſt, That the Lines do not interſe& at 
C, they only meet, and that at an infinite Diſ- 
tance: Secondly, Let Euclid ſay what he will 
concerning parallel Lines, I ſee no Reaſon why 
we may not ſuppoſe a conical Form or Figure 
of an infinite Length, as well as a Cylinarical 
eſpecially when we conſider that it hath been by 
various mathematical Authors undeniably prove 
ed, that every Cone is juſt the Third Part of a 
Cylinder of equal Baſe and Altitude, Mr. W. 
you ſay, a fincere Chriſtian only wiſhes that the 
Figure and Page 42, treating of my Toe, were 
out of my Book, and then he could like 1t very 
well.“ I have ſeen and communed with Mr. W. 
and really believe that he is not unworthy of 


this ſhort but moſt noble Character, and _— 
: | ; ore 
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* A ſincere Chriſtian is (ſaith that ingenious and pa. 
thetic Meditant Mr. J Harvez) a conciſe, but comprehen- 
live Sentence: conci/e enough to be the Motto for a Mourny 
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fore I greatly love and honour him; but yet 
cannot herein join with him in Judgment; for 
with regard to the Figure I believe he likes it 
not, only becauſe he underſtands not my Mean. 
ing, and ſhall I therefore join with him in wiſh- 
ing it out of the Book? might not Ezettiel, did 
he now live, at leaſt have equal Reaſon to join 


with many ſincere Chriſtians in wiſhing that the 


Declaration of his Viſion of the four living 
Creatures, the four Wheels, and the Glory of 
Gop, was alſo out of his Book? and what tho 
he or you underſtand not the Figure, there are 
others, and theſe alſo fincere Chriſtians, who 
have underſtood it and like it well; yea, even 
this very Week, I have heard that one who js 
ſuppos'd to be a ſincere, an old and judicious 
Chriſtian, hath (notwithſtanding the Prejudice 
of a Scoich Education) declar'd, that the Fi- 
gure conveys unto him a more clear and diſtindt 
Idea of the Triunity of Gop than he hath met 


2 — 8 


ing Ring, yet as . ve as the ie moſt ant Sphere 
of perſonal, ſocial and religious Worth ; for whatſoever 
Things are pure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever 
Things are of good Report, are they not all included in 
this grand and noble Aggregate, a fincere Chriſtian ? Medi, 
Vol. 1, p. 34. which if you have not read, permit me as 2 
very valuable Treaſure to recommend unto you, in the Pe- 
ruſal thereof, I am perſuaded you'll find a Pleaſure ſa refin'd 
and ſubſtantial, as you have not met with from any Thing 
of the like Nature; and if you have already read him, 


need I ſay, he'll bear reading yet again, fince his elegant 


Style and divine Sentiments plainly manifeſt the Gentleman 
and Scholar, united with and ſubſervient to the ſincere 
CHRISTIAN. 
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with in any other Author; and that if the Book 
contain'd nothing elſe, *twould be worth more 
than the Price tis ſold for; and who knows 
but that by and by alſo, you may be of this 


Number ? However, be that as it will, fince 


you cannot condemn it from any certain Ground, 


for the Sake of thoſe who do or may underſtand 
it, ſuffer it to be in the Book; let us not in- 


dulge that Spirit which condemns every Thing 


we underſtand not, for if we do tis more than 
probable that we ſhall alſo find Reaſon to con- 
demn ſome of the hard Things in St. Paul's 
Epiſtles, or ſome of the divine Myſteries in 
St, John's Revelations. 

4. As to what I have wrote concerning my 
Toe, (page 42) I there only relate a plain Matter 
of Fact, well known to be true by various Wit- 
neſſes: I declare that it was then the Hour and 
Power of Darkneſs, and acknowledge that I was 
not perfectly patient, but through extreme An- 


guiſh and Strength of Temptations, was brought 


to think that one of my Toes was beginning to 
flame, when it was not. But ſince the Rela- 
tion of ſuch Temptations gives Occaſion to the 
inexperienc'd Enemies of Chriſtianity, to mock 
and blaſpheme, would it not have been better 
to have left it out.” Men, I acknowledge, yea, 


and chriſtian Men, may be here of different 


Judgments ; but as to my Part, I think, I have 
ſome Reaſon to anſwer, No. For, firſt, as this 
ſtands in Connection with the other Experience, 
the moſt that the Craft or Subtilty of the Devil 
or Man ſhall be able to make of it, ſhall only 


1 
ſerve to ſhew forth the Goodneſs and Glory of 
God, and prove the Truth of the original Pro- 
miſe, The Woman's Seed fhall bruiſe the Serpent 
Head, atid be ſhall bruiſe bis Heel. Secondly, 
The Proud may ſcorn, but the Humble jhall bear 
thereof and be glad. Souls that are excrciſed with 
ſtrong and ſetious Temptations, from ſuch-like 
Paſſages; ſhall gather Hope and Patience; and 
finally rejoice in GoD theit Saviour. When Job, 
who is even propos'd as an Example of Pati. 
ence, open'd his Mouth and curſed his Day, 
there appear'd, I think, ſome Degree of Impati- 
ence { but who wiſhes that this Part was out of 
his Book? None J am perſuaded who well know 
what is meant by fore Temptations 3 3 as to my 
Part I confefs, that when in heavy Trials, no 
Part of his Book hath been more uſeful unto me, 
for thus I have thought, if Feb declar'd of Gop 

himſelf to be a perfect and an upright Man, 
might be thus afflicted, why not I ? If he who 
is propos'd as a Pattern of Patience might thro? 
extreme Anguiſh be reduc'd to ſome Impatience, 
why not I? If his latter End was better than his 
former, why may not mine? In the ſame Gop there 
is the ſame Sufficiency ; he that hath deliver'd 
his afflicted People, doth deliver, and ſhall de- 
hver : and methinks all thoſe who judge Righ- 
teous Judgment, will not like Job's three Self- 
righteous and too prudent F riends, judge alto- 


That is as St. Auguſtin expreſs'd it of St. Paul, in P/. 38. 
ſecundum Intentionem, with reſpect to his Intention; non ſecun- 
aum Praventionem, not in regard of Freyentian and attaining 


of his Purpoſe. 
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gether according to the preſent and outward Ape 
pearance, but with Pi Ky and Compaſſion they'll 
confider not only his Words or Acts, but alſo 
his ſtrong Temptations. 

5. “Some, you ſay, who acknowledge my 
Trials to be from Gor, yet think that Bleed- 
ing was of Service to me.” Who denies it? For 


if it was not phyſically, it was accidentally, or 


rather providentally ; becauſe I was by that 
Means delivered from a ſtrong Temptation : 
and whatever my Conduct in ſome reſpect might 
favour of, here I think I was paſſive enough when 
I cry*d, if any Experiments you can make upon 
this Body may be of Uſe to Mankind, make them ; 


yea, take it, fry it upon a Gridiron, burn it in 


Flames material, &c. © But however your 
Reſiſting the Phyſicians ſavour®d too much of 
a reſolute Temper.” Herein I acknowledge that 
| was reſolute, and I think it hath been already 
proved, that it was well that I was ſo; moreover 
I ſcruple not to declare, that by Gop's Grace 
in ſome Things I am even now reſolute: I am 


reſolutely determin*d to know no Man after the 


Fleſh, nor call any Man Rabbi; but to hear 
what he, my Maſter, in Heaven faith : and 
permit me to tell you, that I believe whoſoever 
will enter into Life; in the Cauſe of Gop and 


Truth, muſt be reſolute. An eminent Father 


of the Church was of ſuch a reſolute Temper, 


that he ſays, * If my Mother was hanging a- 
bout my Neck, if my Brethren were on every 
Side having and crying, and my Father on his 


E bare 


1 

bare Knees, in order to detain - me in a wicked 
Life, I would ſhake them all off, and deſpiſe 
them.“ Faithful and courageous, Luther was ſo 
reſolute that notwithſtanding the Diſcouragement 
and Diſſuaſions of many of his Friends, he boldly 
cry'd, “ If I knew that there were as many De. 
vils in Forms as Tiles on the Houſes, yet would 
I po thither, &c.** And a greater than either 

of theſe hath taught us, that if herein our Right 
hand, or our Right-eye offend us, we ſhould have 
the Reſolution to cut off the one, and to pluck out 


the other; for it is better for us to enter intq 


Life halt or maim'd, than having our Body en- 
tire, to be caſt into Hell, where the Worm di. 
eth not, and the Fire is not quenched. O that 
he may inſpire you and me with undaunted 
Courage, and fill us with this oy Reſo· 
481 

6. © The fixth Reflection, you ſay, is not to 
to your Satisfaction.“ It may be ſo; and yet 
J am ſtill perſuaded tis true: by and by per- 
haps you may like it better, ſince at preſent, to 
uſe your own Words, you know not how to an- 
ſwer againſt it. As to the preſent Curate of 
Thurnſcoes uncharitable Reflection, I cannot 


but think it beſpeaks more of the Serpent's Ve. 


nom than Wiſdom: if a Title from the then In- 
cumbent Rector, a Licence from the then Arch- 
biſhop of York, a ſtipulated Salary, viz. Thirty 
Pounds per Annum, together with my officiat- 
ing ſometime as ſuch, doth not entitle me to be 


called 


135 1. 


called C of Thurn ſcoe, 1 ſhould be glad 
to know what doth; 

The gth Reflection % you are afraid reflects 
a little upon Mr. /——.” Therein, my Bro- 
ther, your Fears are quite groundleſs : for one 


of the Mr. IW ——s at that Time I had never 
ſcen, and the other was not then in Town: 
moreover whatſoever you or others may either 


fear or think concerning that, or any other Part, 


be aſſur d I had no Intention to reflect upon 
them ; for notwithſtanding in every thing I am 
not of their Judgment, they are Perſons, 
who for their Work's Sake I * love and 


| honour, 


Concerning the 12th * 13th Reflections, 
you write, If I was not then converted, that 
there are many unconverted, converted Chriſ- 
tians.“ Indeed, my Brother, that is very true: 
many there are who have been baptized with 
Water, but not with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down 
from Heaven : many there are who ſay, Lord, 
Lord, but do not the Will of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther: many there are who have propheſied, yea, 
and wrought Miracles in the Name of CHRISTT, 


whoſe Names are not writ- in the Lamb's Book 


of Life: and laſtly, many there are I doubt not 
whoſe Underſtandings (like Peter's before the 
Day of Pentecoſt) are divinely illuminated, and 

their Hearts well diſpos'd, who have not re- 
ceived the Holy Ghoſt fince they believed, who 
are not ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe 
unto the Day of Redemption, Theſe, I think, 
E, 2 without 


without any Impropriety at all, may be term d 
e unconverted, converted Chriſtians. 


The 15th and 18th Reflections, . are too 


Myſterious for your Apprehenſion.“ Tis no 
Marvel, for without Controverſy, great is the 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, and not to be fathom'd 
by Man's Apprehenfion. Once theſe Reflec- 
tions would have been as unintelligible to me 
as they are now to you, but bleſſed be God to 
me they are now quite plain and open, not by 
Reaſon of greater Wiſdom or quicker Appre- 
henſion in me, but by Reaſon of Grace in Gop 
my Saviour. | 

7, Part the Third, you fay, „“ you altoge- 
ther approve, and think few can object againſt 
it.” Juſtly (with all Humility and Godly Fear 
may I write it) I believe they cannot, but happy, 
my Brother, will they be, who not only read 
and approve, but purſue the Way which is 
there directed: theſe ſhall know the Truth, and 
it ſhall make them free indeed. Theſe I am- 
perſuaded ſhall underſtand what is wrote in the 
former Parts, and receive ſuch an Anſwer to all 
their Objections, as ſhall be (according to Ori- 
gin's Phraſe) more divine than all Demonſtra- 
tion: theſe ſhall be ſuperior to the Craft, Rage, 
Malice of Men and Devils: theſe beholding 
the Countenatice of God, reconciled in CHRIS 


Jesvs, ſhall be deliver'd from the Fear of Law, 


Sin, Death, Man, and Hell, and ſhall reckon the 
Sufferings of this preſent World not worthy to 


be compar'd. to the Glory that ſhall be reveaꝰd: 
theſe 
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theſe ſhall ſhortly be where all imperfect Know- 
ledge is done away, and where they ſhall know 
as they are known: yea, finally theſe, my Bro- 
ther, and thefe only, ſhall hear that welcome 
Sentence, Well done, good and faithful Ser- 
vants, enter you into the Joy of your LorD : 
and GoD grant that you and I may be of that 


happy Number. Amen. 


8. And now, my dear Brother, I hope I 
have freely, candidly and impartially conſider'd 
your Letter, and anſwer'd every Objection: 
but if there be any thing yet which you think I 
have omitted, if there be any thing you cannot 
approve, yea, if there be any thing either here, 
or in my other Writings, which you fear or 
doubt is not according to the Truth, as it is 
in JESUS, go on to diſcharge your Part, as a 
Brother, a Friend, a Chriſtian, and freely de- 
clare it unto me: let it be brought to the Teſt, 
what is not the Truth may be burnt in the Fire 
of Controverſy : but what is Truth ſhall come 
forth purer and purer. 

And on the other hand, if in my Writings 
you meet with any thing that 1s praiſe-worthy, 
any thing that is awakening, comfortable, ex- 
cellent, or commendable, unto him I beſeech 
you, who is the Doer of all the Good that is 
done upon Earth, aſcribe all the Praiſe, and all 
the Glory. Conſider me only as a Pen in the 
Hand of the Writer; nay, conſider me as no- 
thing; yea, as much leſs than nothing, that 
Gop may be All in All. 

&: 


0. my Brother, let us remember wfiat our deat 
and departed Father has oft told us, Truth is 
firenger than all Things. Why then ſhould we 

be aſham'd of that? Rather let us with Meek- 
- | neſs and Godly: Fear, contend earneſtly for it. 
== Yea, let us buy this; though with the Loſs 
| of all Things: Wiſdom is the principal Thing, 
therefore let us get Wiſdom 5 and with all our 
getting, let us get Underſtanding: I mean the 
Wiſdom of Gop in a Myſtery 3 that Wiſdom 
unto Salvation; that Knowledge of Gop and 
1 CHRIST 3 that Underſtanding of the Ways of 
_ Godlineſs: If we know this we need know lit- 
tle more; but without this, though I under- 
ſtand all Myſteriès and Secrets; all the Works 
of Gop or Nature in Heaven, Earth, Hell, 
Air, or Ocean; yea, and know how to give 
this Knowledge birth, in all the Speeches of 
Men or Angels, all my Knowledge would be 
but a ſtupid, ſenſeleſs, deviliſh Ignorance, and 
my Eloquence as a ſounding Braſs, or a tink- 
ling Cymbal: yea, my Brother, without the 
Knowledge of GODand CHRIST JESUS, 
I doubtleſs reckon all things but Loſs, Droſs, 
Dung, Death, Darkneſs; and Hell : may you 
and I therefore grow in Grace, and in the Know- 
ledge of Jzsus CHRISTH our Saviour. Amen, 
I am your fincerely affectionate Brother, 
And for CHRIST's Sake, humble Servant, 
JOHN GREEN. 
N. B. This and the preceeding Letter met with Appro- 


bation, and gave Satisfaction to the Perſons to whom they 
were ſent. 
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| Gopſel; and that Mr. V. 


Objections in yours againit my Book. Some 


this Charge, when they tell me wherein I am 
inconſiſtent. * Some, you ſay, like my Doc- 


better not to have given the World Liberty to 


gives no ſuch Liberty.” What then ? Abraham, 
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Extract of a Letter from VoxksHIRE. 


OF. 29. 1752. 


Joux fay you are not in your Book conſiſtent with 
yourſelf. Some like your Doctrine well, and your 
Experience; but would not have had the Reflections upon 
your Errors, to have been expos'd to the Publick : they 
think it came from an honeſt Heart, but ſuppoſe that it gives 
the World Liberty to ridicule, and ſpeak ſlightly of the 
„gives no ſuch Liberty. 
Some ſay, to ſpeak of the Day of Pentecoſt not being fully 
come, is an unknown and unſcriptural Language ; for that 
was true with reſpect to the Apoſtles only. W. thinks 
he cannot out-write you, but that he could out-argue you. 
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An Anſwer to the foregoing Extract, 


Der. 7, . 


Shall, the Loxp enabling and enlightening 


me, write a Word or two in anſwer to the 


ſay I am not conſiſtent with myſelf.” It may be 
ſo: I am not infallible; but it may be Time 
enough to plead guilty or not guilty, to 


trine well, but think it would have been 
ridicule by acknowledging Errors, for Mr. 


David, the Patriarchs, Prophets and Apgſiles 
have : 


[ 40 1] 


have: for are not many of their We as well 


as Virtues recorded. St. Auguſtine, a moſt emi. 


nent Father in the Chriſtian Church, wrote + 
Book of Errors. A faithful Miniſter of CHRIS, 
whom you know and love, hath wrote well nigh 
another. And I think if you conſult the Preface 
of Mr. /—— firſt Hymn-Book, you may 
find that he alſo has given the World ſome ſuch 
Liberty, And I am perſuaded that ſhould 
he ſtill acknowledge more, whatever the World 
might ſay, I believe all that know themſelves 
and love and fear Gop, would like him no worſe 
upon that Account; for ſuch by other's Dan- 
gers will learn not to be high-minded but to 


fear, pity and beware: ſuch by the Saint's Er- 


rors, when overtaken themſelves, will learn to 


ariſe and ſtand more ſtedfaſt for the future, 
Some fay, to ſpeak of the Day of Pentecoſt, 


not being fully come, is an unknown and un- 
| ſcriptural Language.” To this I anſwer, To 
them it may be a Language unknown, and there- 
fore it may appear unſcriptural : but to me and 


others, it appears to be a Language both Scrip- 


tural and Uſeful : for bleſſed, yea, for ever 
bleſſed be the Gop and Father of our LokD 
Jews CHRIST, I know by happy Experience, 
that the Day of Pentecoſt in a ſound and glorious 


Senſe is come to me, and that I alſo have receivd 


(in my Meaſure) the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from 
Heaven, as well as the Apoſtles, and thoſe with 
them, at their Day of Pentecoſt. Is not that, pray, 
2 ſcriptural Declaration, after that ye believed 
N 


* 
az were ſealed with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe ? 
and that alſo a feriptural Queſtion ? have ye 
received the Holy Ghoſt fince ye believed? and 
what are theſe, but other Words for the ſame 
Thing ? if any one would rather uſe theſe, than, 
is your Day of Pentecoſt come fince ye believed? 
for me they are quite welcome; I have neither 
Leiſure nor Inclination to ſtrive with them a- 
bout Words, when we mean the ſame Thing: 
however, this I dare venture to affirm, that in 
whatever Words the Queſtion is put, tis a very 
important one: I know and therefore ſcruple 
not again to declare, that a Man may be what in 
Scripture is term'd a juſt, devout and righteous Man 
&c. (vide Grace and Truth, p. 113) and yet not be 
able affirmatively to auſwer this Queſtion; yea, to 
me it appears very evidently, that a Man may, 
in ſome Degree, anſwer the Queſtion, loveſt 
thou Chriſt? wl.en he cannot anſwer this: Simon 
Peter could appeal to the Searcher of Hearts, 
ſaying, Lon p, thou knoweſt all Things, thou 
knowelt that I love thee ; but as yet his Day of 
Pentecoſt was not come, he had not then re- 
ceiv'd the Holy Ghoſt ſince he believed. This 
then you ſee is a Queſtion of deeper Import than 
even that important one, doſt thou love Chriſt : 
becauſe a Man may have a Love to Christ. when 
as yet his Day of Pentecoſt is not come : but 
when that Day is come, the Myſtery of the 
ever bleſſed, glorious and adorable Trinity is 
reveal'd in him, and he loves his Gop and Sa- 
viour in a far greater and more intenſe Degree. 


F You 
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You ſay, that /, thinks he cannot out. 
write me, but ſuppoſes that he could out-argue 
me.“ So then he is like one of thoſe who ſaid, 

his Letters are weighty and powerful, but his 

bodily Preſence is weak, and his Speech con- 

temptible : however, this pray let him knoy, 

that if the Lord will, before many more Years 

be over, I hope to ſee him, and then I truſt, 
he ſhall know that ſuch as we are by Let- 

ters, . when we are abſent, ſuch alſo ſhall 

we be found to be, both in Word and 
in Deed, when we are preſent. Bleſſed be the 

Gop and Father of our Lox D JESUS CHRIST, 
all is well, for though the threefold Foe op- 

poſes, CHRIST lives and reigns, Truth prevails, 

Hell trembles, and I rejoice, yea, and I ſhall 

rejoice in GaD my Saviour. 


1 Am, &. ; 1 
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Extract of another Letter to a Friend. 
Feb. 1, 1753. 


HE Reflections caſt upon my Book, in 
your Country, and wrote by Brother F— 
1 have anſwer'd. I hope my Anſwer is full and 
ſatisfactory: for he writes that he very much 
approves of it; but at preſent he has no Time 
to write a particular Anſwer. —— As to VV. 
and I; from yours, I perceive that we do not 
| yet 
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yet underſtand one another, writing concerning 
my Book, he charges me with Inconfiſtency : 
I aſk him wherein he thinks I am inconſiſtent 2 
he anſwers, that I have not been of the fame 
Mind for three Years together: be it ſo; how 
does this prove me Guilty of Inconſiſtency in 
my Book? might not the Jews with equal, if 
not ſuperior Reaſon, have prov'd St. Paul in- 
conſiſtent? might not they have ſaid to him 
when preaching CHRIST in the Synagogue ſoon 
after his Converſion ? Paul, _thou art inco 
ſtent, who ſo zealous againſt the Chriltians a fe 
Days ago ! thou doſt not contiſſue in the fam 
Mind even one Year together So far therefore 
as thy Teſtimony agrees” with our Opinion, 
viz. The Meſſiah is not yet come, ſo far we 
ſhall agree, but no farther.” You fay, you be- 
lieve M. hath not Experience of deep Trials; 
it may be fo; all cannot bear ſtrong Meat: 
Babes you know cannot, and therefore are fed 
with Milk, but I think you may venture to tell 
him, that if he will zealouſly follow on to do the 
Will of Gop, he ſhall alſo know that this 
Doctrine of the inward Croſs, is of Gop, it 
ſhall alſo be ſhewn him, how great Things he 
ſhall ſuffer, yea, he alſo ſhall be permitted to 
drink of the bitter Cup whereof his Lok p drank, 
and to be baptized with his Fiery Baptiſm : per- 
mitted, I ſay, for however grievous theſe F. ery 
Trials, theſe deep Afflictions are for the preſent, 


they are a geen Privilege, a z ſingular Gift of 
F 2 Gon 
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Gon 3; yea, they ſhall maugre all the Oppo: 
ſition of Hell, Earth, carnal Reafon, and his 
« falſe Opinion, 2 work out "or them who par- 

take 


” fe , — 


*— 


1 The Opinion here hinted at is, * that there are no De- 


 grees in Glory; the moſt plauſible Ground we conceive for 


ſuch an Opinion, may be that Parable of our Lonv which 
ſaith, all the Labourers; thoſe who came firſt, and thoſe 
who came laſt, were alike ſerv'd with one Penny” And to 
which J aniwer, :{t, No Parable ſhould be ſo interpreted 
as to contradict an expreſs Declaration of Scripture, ſuch 
as J. my Father” 5 Houſe are many M.nfions : as one Star dif. 
fereth from another Star in Glory, ſo alſo js the Reſur- 


rection. 2d. All the Saints with reſpe& to the Object of 
their Joy, alike receive one Penny, the Sun of Righteouſ. 


neſs ſhineth upon all, yet all are not capable of receiv. 
ing the ſame Meajure of Light, but every one hath his own 
proper Delight therein, according to the Faculty of his 
Sight. 3d. Denario, vita ſignifcatur æterna, ubi amplius 
alio nemo vivit, quoniam vivendi non eſt diverſa in æter- 
nitate Menſura, ſed multz Manfiones ſignificant diverſas in 
una vita æterna dignitates. Aug Joan. Tract 97. B the 
Penny, eternal L fe is ſignified, wherein no one liveth more or 

longer than another, becauſe in Eternity there are not dis 


vers Meaſures of Living, but many Manfions ſignify di- 


vers Dionities in one and the ſame eternal Life, Where- 
fore I ſtill conclude, that the Saints have different Degrees 
in Glory : which yet I believe will be without any Mur- 


muring or Grudging, or Senſe of Want in any; all fhall | 


be fill'd and fully contented : for as the above- mention'd 
Author in the ſame Place obſerves ; 3 Non erit Invidia 
Aliqua imparis Claritatis: quoniam regnabit in omnibus 
unitas Charitatis, There ſhall not be amongſ them any Eray 


* 


T 
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take thereof 2 far more exceeding, and eternal 


Weight of Glory. Gop forbid then that I 
ſhould glory in any thing, fave in the Croſs of 
Jzsvs Cn r18T, whereby the World is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the World: herein I re- 
joice, yea, and ſhall eternally rejoice, that I have 
been made Partaker of the molt ſenſible Sufter- 
ings of Irsus Cnnier, my bleſſed and dea 
Redeemer I am, &c. 

I find it hath been controverted by hu 
whether or no St. Peter was converted before 


the Day of Pentecoit ; and therefore as the 


LoRD giveth me Light, I will here more 
fully ſet down my J udgment W that 
Matter. | 

To the Word converted, I find various A 
are affix d; I ſhall, firſt, therefore conſider the 
ſcriptural as well as modern Senſe of the Word, 
and then in what Senſe (before Pentecoſt) he 


was and in what Senſe he was not converted, 


Ard firſt, I find that by a converted Soul in 
Scripture is generally, if not always meant, a 


Soul turned Godwards, one that is waiting for 


Healing, or the Remiſſion of Sins, when the 
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for nequal Glory, becauſe in them ſhall reign the Unity of 


Charity, Sic enim quiſque etiam ipſe habet, cum amet in 
altero quod ipſe non habet. For after this Manner every 
Man hath that which he hith not, when he loveth in another 
that which he hath not. In Heaven the Saints ſhall all be 
gather d together and made perfect in one; they ſhall 


have full Joy in the Load, and mutual Joy one in an · 


other. 
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Times of | Refreſhing . ſhall come from the Pre. 
ſence of the Lox D. Thus Va. vi. 10. Leſt this 
People ſhould convert, and be healed, or as tis 
quoted in the Goſpel, Je they ſhould be converted, 
and I fpould heal them. ' Again, that the Word 
in Scripture is us'd in this Senſe,” appears alſo 
from St. Peter's Words, Acts iii. 19. Repent ye 
therefore, that is, change your Minds, and for- 
ſake your Sins, and be converted, let your Hearts 
be turn'd to the Lorxp, waiting for the Pro- 
miſe, that your Sins may be blotted out, forgiven, 
when the Times of Refreſhing ſhall come from the 
Preſence of tbe Lord. When the Spirit of Truth, 
the promis'd Comforter ſhall deſcend upon you, 
who ſhall teſtify of Jzsus, and ſhew you the 
Things that are freely given of Gop. But as 
the Word Converſion is generally us'd by mo- 
dern Chriſtians, it is confounded with Repent- 
ance and receiving the Holy Ghoſt, and means 
the whole Proceſs of Gop's Work upon the 
Soul from his Call ing to the Times of Refreſh- 
ing ſent down from his Preſence : thus when we 
ſpeak of St. Paul's Converſion, we generally un- 
derſtand the Whole of his Experience. Acts ix. 
from v. 3. to v. 19. And once perhaps in Scrip- . 
ture, the Word is us'd in this Senſe, as Aus 
xv. 3. where we find Paul and Barnabas declaring 
the Comverfion of the Gentiles, and cauſing great 


Joy unto all the Brethren. 
This premis'd, I ſhall now rather: in what 


Senſe St. Peter before Pentecoſt was, and in 
what Senſe he was not converted. And, 


1 

1ſt. I think (before Pentecoſt) his Heart was 
ſincerely turned: he had indeed Faith towards 
Gop, ſo that even then with regard to his Up- 
rightneſs and Sincerity, it might have been ſaid 
as it was of Nathaniel, Bebold an Jraelite indeed, 
in whom there is no Guile : yea, even then our 
Lokp had teſtified concerning them both, Ye 
believe in God, and had exhorted them to believe 

in him. Jobn xiv. I. 
2qad. He not only believed in Gop, but his 
Underſtanding was ſo enlighten'd by the Holy 
Ghoſt, that he believ*d and confeſs'd that Jz$vs 
CHRIST was the Mefliah, the Son of Gop ; this 


is manifeſt, not only from his leaving all and fol- 


lowing him, but alſo from that Declaration of 
our bleſſed Redeemer immediately after, and in 
_ Conſequence of this Confeſſion : Bleſſed art thou 
Simon Barjonas, for Fleſh and Blood hath not re- 
veaPd this unto thee, but my heavenly Father. 
Matt. xvi. 17. So that in this Senſe, or as tis 
in Grace and Truth, p. 113. he was even now 
in ſome Degree ingrafted into the ſpiritual Vine, 
the Holy Ghoſt was myſtically with him, but 
not in him. Jobn xiv. 17. Notwithſtanding 
his preſent Self ignorance, and future Denial of 
of his Maſter, even at this Time when conſi- 
der'd with regard not only to Gop's Foreknow- 
ledge, but alſo with reſpect to his ſure unerring 
prophetic Word, he was clean, and alſo a cho- 
ſen Veſſel unto the LoR D, to be the firit Pro- 
claimer of his Maſter, as the exalted God-Man; to 
be the firſt Witneſs both to Jew and Geatile, that 
as ſuch he ſitteth at the Right-hand of Power, 
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this is manifeſt from the Teſtimony of h'm who 
is the Faithful Witneſs and true Prophet, 7; 


unto you. * John xv. 3. And concerning Petgr 
in particular, he moreover ſaith, Mat. xvi. 18. 
Thou art Peter, which. is by Interpretation, a 
Stone or Rock, and upon this Rock, that is, 


ſhall be my firſt 4 Apoſtle to declare my laſt and 
greateſt Diſpenſation of Grace, both to Jew and 
Gentile ; will I 2uild in and by thee, by my con- 
vincing Spirit and incorruptible Word : my 
Church, becauſe bought with my precious Blood : 
my Church, becauſe built by and upon me, the 
chief corner Stone: my Church emphatically fo, 
for for this Church the. precious Price is paid, 
not only in Purpoſe or Decree, but alſo actu- 


— ITY 8 —_ ** 8 PY BY 


to give Repentance and Remiſſion of Sins ; 


are clean through the Word which I have ſpoten 


upon thee as an Inſtrument, who in Order of Time 


ally: my Church becauſe it ſhall be pecularly 


— 


* Not all, for he knew who ſhould betray him. 
Joln xiii. 11. And as he did not ſpeak to or concerning 
Ja, when he ſaid, ye are clean; ſo neither did he ſpeak 
of him, (Vatt. xix. 28.) for then alſo he 7, knew who 
ſhould betray him: when therefore he ſaith, 7 hat kave 
fo'l:wea me, ſhall in the Regtnertion fit 1 pon 1201 fre © hrones, 
jud ing the twelve Tribes of I, racl, he muſt mean. ye, whom 
I have choſen and foreknown, ye for whom this Honour 
is foreordain'd, and for whom thoſe Thrones are prepar'd 
of my Father. 


In Time : not in Power or Authority ; at the Council 
of Feru/a/e'”, St. Fames ſeems to have been Preſident : 
not in Love, St. John was the Diſciple whom Jesvs 
loved : Not in Knowledge or ſucceſsful Labours ; herein 
St. Pau ſeems not to have been a Whit behind the very 
chiefeſt Apoſtles. | 8 


| L 4-5 
owned by me, upon this Church will I beſtow 


peculiar Privileges : he that is feeble here ſhall 
be as David, and he that is ſtrong, ſhall be 


as the Angel of the Loxp: and the Gates of 


Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. No; howſo- 
ever this Church may be diſtreſs'd by the Devil, 
Beaſt, or falſe Prophet: whereſcever it ſhall be 


diſpers'd upon the Earth, through Nations, Kin- 


dreds, People, Tongues, Sects, Parties, againſt 
it the Gates of Hell fhall not prevail : it ſhall 
grow and proſper: of this ſpiritual Seed a Rem- 
nant ſhall continue : yea, of this heavenly Lea- 
ven, a little at leaſt ſhall remain till it hath lea- 
ven'd the whole Lump : till the Knowledge of 
the Glory of God ſhall cover the Earth, as the 
Waters cover the Sea. 

And now, I think it appears in what Senſe 
St. Peter, before the Day of Pentecoſt, was 
converted, He had a Faith towards God ; thro? 
CHRIST, his Underſtanding was enlighten'd 
from above to diſcern, and he had Courage 
enough to confeſs that JE sus is the Meſſiah, 
the Son of Gop, according to the Foreknowledge 
of Gop; and that alſo reveaPd by the Word of our 


bleſſed Redeemer, he was not only clean, but alfo 


a choſen Inſtrument to open the laſt Diſpenſation 
of Grace : and yet that at this Time he was not a 
truly ſpiritual Chriſtian z or in the latter Senſe 
of the Word converted, I think, clearly appears 


| from the following Conſiderations. 


t. At this Time he was greatly ignorant of 
of himſelf; this appears not only from that 
G ſelf. 
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ſelf-confident Declaration, Matt. xxvi. 25. and 
afterwards cowardly Denial of his Maſter but 
alſo from our LoR Ds expreſs Teſtimony, 
Fobn xvi. 7. tell you the Truth, it is expe- 
dient for you that I go away, for if I go mt 
away, the Comforter will not come unto you: 
but if I depart, I will ſend him unto you, and 
when he is come, be will reprove, ot convince, 
the World of Sin, and of Rightechſneſs; and of Juds- 
ment. And moreover, concerning Peter in patti- 
cular, (notwithſtanding his confident Boaſting) he 
faith, Thou canſt not follow me now, but thou | 
Halt follow me bereafter. John xiii: 3 6. | 
2. As he was greatly ignorant of himſelf, and 
unconvinced of Sin, ſo alſo was he ignorant of 
the Vengeance due to Sin; as yet he had known 
no Wrath reveal'd from Heaven, he knew no 
vindictive Juſtice out of Man to ſatisfy, * and 
therefore at this Time he ſees no Neceſſity of 
a a dying Saviour, no Need of an outward Pro- 
pitiation; for notwithſtandiug the true Con- 
feſſion which he had juſt made before, we find 
that when our Lok p began to ſpeak of his Suffer- 
ings which he was ts accompliſh at Jeriſalen, 
Peter immediately began to rebuke him, ſaying, 
Be it. far from thee, Lord, this ſhall not be unto 

thee. Matt. xvi. 22. 
3. As before the Day of Pentecoſt, he little 
knew himſelf, the vindictive Juſtice of God, 
and 
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4 the Neceſſity of a dying Saviour; ſo like- 
wiſe notwithſtanding his enlighten'd Under- 
ſtanding to diſcern and ready Confeſſion, that 
Jagus was the CnxISsA the Son of God, I ſeru- 
ple not to declare, he knew not the Redeemer 
aright, he was not as yet what I term a foiritual' 
Cbriſtian; he knew not that our Saviour dwells 
in his Father, and his Father in him, and he 
in Peter, and Peter in him: at this Time he 
had as much need as Philip to ſay unto our 
LokD, ſhew us the Father, This, I think, is 
clearly evident from thoſe remarkable Words of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, John xvi. 16. Iwill pray 
the Father (which he did. chap. xvil. ) and be ſhall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you forever, even the Spirit of Truth, whom 
the World cannot receive, becauſe it ſeeth him not, 


neither knoweth him, but you know bim; for be 


dwelleth with you and ſhall be in you : at. that 
Day ye ſhall know, that I am in my Father, and 
on in me, and I in you. 

4. As before the Day of Pentecoſt he 
did not rightly know himſelf, the Juſtice of 


Gop, or our Saviour, ſo neither as yet had he 


truly found, or did he rightly underſtand the 
Nature of the Kingdom of his Lo D; for not- 
withſtanding our bleſſed Redeemer had not only 
by expreſs Declaration, but even by the whole 
Tenor of his Life and Doctrine inform'd his 
Diſciples, that his Kingdom was not of this 
World ; yet till we find even after his Reſur- 


rection, they as well as the Jews, had but carnal 
and 
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and worldly Conceptions concerning it: thus 


when they give an Account concerning their 


Maſter, Luke xxiv. 20. to one whom they thought 
a Stranger. The chief Prieſts and our Rulers 
(ſay they) deliver” d him to be condemn'd, and 
have crucify'd him; but we truſted that it had 
been he which ſhould have redeem'd I/rael : and 
that by this they underſtood only a temporal 
Redemption, or earthly Kingdom, is evident 
from our LorD's immediate and ſtrong Re- 
proof of them, ver. 25. O Fools, and ſlow of 
Heart to believe all that the Prophets have ſpoken : 


. ought not Chrift to have ſuffer'd theſe Things, and 


to enter into his Glory? But likewiſe again from 
their own Mouths, this is clearly manifeſt, 45; 
i. 6. when they were come together, and when 
their Maſter had juſt before bid them tarry at 
Jeruſalem, waiting for the Promiſe of the Fa- 
ther, we find them ſtill ignorant of the Nature 
of this Promiſe, and of our Lon p's ſpiritual 
Kingdom, for they are yet dreaming of a tem- 
poral one, and cry, Lord wilt thou at this Time 
reſtore again the Kingdom to Trace! : inſomuch that 
our Redeemer hath again Occaſion to check and 
inſtruct them, ſaying, I is not for you to know the 
Times and the Seaſons which the Father hath put 
in his own Power, but you ſhall receive Power 
after that the Holy Ghoſt is come upon you : 
and then ſhall ye know that my Kingdom is nat 
of this World: but that that Saying is true, In the 


World ye ſhall have Tribulation, but in me 9e 
Hall bave Peace. 


And 


BW 
And now to ſum up what hath been ſaid eon - 
cerning this Matter: if by Converſion we only 


mean Faith in God, an enlighten'd Underſtand- 


ing, to believe and confeſs that Jzsvs is the 
CHRIST the Son of Gop, and a prophetic De- 
cr vation from his Lon b, that he was not only 
clean, but alſo in Order of Time, his firſt 
Apoſtle to Jew and Gentilez then St. Peter 'be- 
fore the Day of Pentecoſt, undoubtedly was 


converted. 


But if it be ſuppos'd, that none is truly con- 
verted till he is convinc'd of Sin, beholds 
Wrath reveal'd from Heaven againſt all Un- 


righteouſneſs, and ſees the Neceſſity of a dying, 


crucified Saviour, if no one be truly converted 
till he truly aud ſpiritually knows that. CHRIST 
dwells in his Father, and he in CHRIST and 
CHRIS VH in him, till the Day they have 
really found the Kingdom of Jzesus, and 
know that it is not of this World : in a 
Word, if we ſuppoſe that no one 1s truly 


converted till by the Haly Ghoſt he be convinced 


of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and Judgment, then I 
think tis undeniably evident, that St. Peter, be- 
fore the Day of Pentecoſt, was not converted. 

I ſhall conclude what I have to ſay upon this 
Subject by anſwering, as the LorD ſhall ena- 


ble, a few Queſtions, which ſeem naturally to 


ariſe therefrom. And 

1{t, If Peter had died in that Diſpenſation, 
before the Day of Pentecoſt, would he have 
gone to Heaven?“ I anſwer, the prophetic Decla- 
ration concerning him readered his Dying be- 
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fore then impoſſible, and confequently this Queſ- 
tion abſurd. 

ad. But if there had been no ſuch prophetic 
Declaration concerning him, if he had had on- 
ly Faith towards Gon and an Acknowledgment 
of the Mefſiah through an enlighten'd Under. 
ſtanding, without a Word of Promiſe applied 
unto him?” conſider'd with regard to God's Fore. 
knowledge, he was ſafe, and with regard to his 
Confeſſion he was bleſſed, inaſmuch as Fleſh 
and Blood had not reveal'd this precious Truth 
unto him, but our Heavenly Father; yet ne- 
vertheleſs at this Time, I believe he had a Ne- 
ceſſity to experience that heavenly Birth, with- 
out which no one can fee the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; becauſe our Saviour plainly declar'd, Thou 


canſt not follow me now. 
zd. But was he at this Time aſſur'd of his al. 


vation? or was he under theſe Circumſtances 
actually ſaved? I believe not: at this Time he 


could not truly and ſpiritually lay, Ctrift dæwells 


in bis Father, and I in Chriſt, and (briſt in me. 
Yet nevertheleſs, I believe his Salvation was 
fare, inaſmuch as the faithful Witneſs and true 
Prophet had already declar'd, Thou ſpall follow 


me hereafter. 


Ath. But what is the Confderation of St. 
Peter's Experience to us? what Uſe can it be 
of to Chriſtians in theſe Days?“ I anſwer, Hence 
we may learn, 1ſt, That many who are call'd 
Chriſtians are not converted in the one Senſe or 


the other, and therefore are mere Uſurpers * 
T whe 


£381 
the Chriſtian Name; ſuch as Fornicators, Ido- 
jators, Adulterers, Effeminate, Abuſers of them- 
felves with Mankind, Thieves, Covetous, Drunk- 
ards, Revilers, Extortioners, and ſuch like: 
they who do theſe Things, faith St. Paul, ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of GOD. 1 Cr. vi. q, 
10. 2d. Herein they that are ſincere Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity may view not only their outward 
but even izward State as it were in a Glaſs : hence 
they may learn, that not all whoſe Underſtand- 
ings are divinely illuminated, are at preſent 
ready to follow their Maſter. 3d. Hence alſo 
we may learn, in a gbod Meaſure at leaſt, to ac- 


count for the different Judgments that are found 


even amongſt the ſincere Profeſſors of CHRIST. 
many are converted in the former Senſe, who 
are not in the latter ; and therefore tis no wonder 
that theſe ſhould hold the Truth, which they 
already ſee in Contradiction to that which they 

do not; tis no marvel that they in Oppoſition 
to them who ſee the whole Truth, as it is in 
Jesvs, ſhould ſay there is no vindictive Juſtice 
in God, orwhich is the ſame Thing, with St. Peter 
before the Day of Pentecoſt, deny the Neceſſity 
of a dying Saviour. 


— — — »»» * . — 


An OBJECT TON, of Mr. C. P. 


OU ſay, (pag. 58.) the Angelic Throng 
eather'd round the Throne, and with 


more than ordinary Rapture ſung, Worthy is 
the 
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the Lamb, &.“ Was Heaven ever open'd unto 
you, or did you ever ſee the Angels before? 
if not, how do you know that there was then 
more than Ordinary Rapture ?” 

To this I anſwer, Heaven was never thus 
open'd unto me before or fince, and yet I know 
that there was then more than ordinary Joy or 
Rapture: for, 1ſt. All Glory be to Free-Grace, 
it ſo appear*d unto me in Viſion. 2d. Our dear 


| Redeemer himſelf hath ſaid; I ſay unto you, 


that Likewiſe Joy ſball be in Heaven over one 
Sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine juſt Perſons that need no Repentance. 
Luke xv. 17. 
Againſt the Words, 1 will deſcend into Hell 
again and again to redeem bim. (pag. 58.) It 
hath alſo been objected in the following Manner. 
1ſt, Theſe Words are not found in Scripture. 
2d. Tis to be queried, whether they be agree- 
able thereto z becauſe Redemption was finiſh'd 
upon the Croſs ; neither will Cag1sT deſcend 


into Hell any more to redeem any one.“ 


To this I anſwer, 1ſt. Notwithſtanding theſe 
very Words are not exactly found in Scripture, 
yet in Subſtance they are; for doth not the 
Pſalmiſt ſay, (EJ. cxvi. 3.) The Pains of Hell 
gat hold upon me, and (v. 8) thou haſt deliver'd, or 
redeem'd, my Soul from Death, or Hell. And 


again, (P/. xlix. 15.) GOD will redeem my Soul 


from the Power of Hell. What is this more or 
leſs than ſaying, he hath redeem'd, and he will 


redeem 


b R 


redeem, or he doth again and again redeem his 
People. 

As to the ſecond Part of the Objection, tis 
altogether founded upon what ſome call an 2 
noratio Elenchi, or a Miſtake of the Queſtion; 
for the Oljeltion by Redemption means (if it 
means any thing at all) the meritorious Cauſe of 
our Salvation: that indeed was finiſh'd upon 
the Croſs : CHRIST by the Sacrifice of himſelf 
hath put away Sin: neither ſhall he die or ſuffer 
any more. But the Words objected againſt, 
by Redemption mean as the Royal Pſalmiſt, viz. 
the Effect of that Cauſe, or an actual Applica- 
tion of his Merits. Again, The Objection by 
deſcending into Hell, ſeems to mean, his de- 
ſcending in order to ſuffer; but the Words object- 
ed againſt, only ſet forth his deſcending ſpiritually 
in order to deliver; and taking the Word in 
this Senſe, I am firmly perſwaded that he will 
redeem Iſrael out of all his Troubles: yea, 1 
can ſay (bleſſed be his Free-Grace) that I have 
heard his Voice, and in my Meaſure, ſeen his 
Glory, the Glory as of the only Begotten of the 
Father, full of Grace and Truth : he that cannot 
lie hath promis'd, and therefore I believe and 
teſtify, that he will never leave me nor forſake 
me. . 

The following Letter is to Mr. D. V. an un- 
known Miniſter, upon his having wrote Ob- 
jections, not directed for, or by him ſent to 


me; but given by a Friend, who obtain d 
H them 
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them From the Owner of the Book he wrote 


them in. 
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London, Fanuary, 1754: 
8 JX, | 


| 0 U R written Animadverſions upon my 
| Book, entitled Grace and Trath, Ec. ha- 
ving lately fallen into my Hands: leſt the Truth 
ſhould ſuffer upon my Account, or you be too 
wiſe in your own Conceit 3 if he without whom 


J can do nothing, will vouchſafe to impart me 


his gracious Aid, I. ſhall give you an Anſwer. 
And I heartily pray unto him who is the Father 
of Lights, that I may do it in the Spirit of 
Godly Fear and Meekneſs, and that in what- 
foever, either you or I are minded contrary to 
his Will, he would reveal even that unto us. 

' Your firſt Aſperſion, Sir, I find upon the Ti- 
tle-page, which as well as various others of your 
Remarks, I acknowledge to be as really taken 
from the ſacred Scripture, as were thoſe of Sa- 
tan to. my, bleſſed Maſter 5 but whether more 
fairly. quoted, as Occaſion offers, I ſhall con- 
ſider. The Words are Gop ſhall ſend them 


ftrong Delufions, that they ſhould believe a 


Lie. 2 Tel. ii. 11,” It hath been obſerv'd 
by learned and judicions Divines, that one 
Way of Satan's abufing Scripture, is his Muli- 
! atien thereof; he will not quote the whole of 
a Scripture, but only ſuch a Part thereof as will 

| beſt 


5 


39 1 
beſt ſuit his wicked and malicious Purpoſe ; and 
therefore when he quotes Scripture to our Sa- 
viour, he craftily leayes out the Words in all 
thy Ways, becauſe he knew they made againſt 
him. I am afraid, Sir, that upon Examination 


you'll herein be found to be an Imitator of the 


Father of Lies: God ſhall ſend them ſtrong De- 


ligions; to whom ſhall Gop ſend them? to them 


faith the Apoſtle, in the Scripture you quote, 
in whom Satan works with all Deceivableneſs of 


 Unrighteouſneſs, to them who believed not the 


Truth, but had Pleaſure in Unrighteouſneſs. Ex- 
cept, Sir, you could have prov'd me to be one 
of theſe, theſe Words totally make againſt you 
but that by the Grace of my Gov and Saviour, 
you neither could nor can prove; and there- 


fore for you, *twas moſt ſuitable like him who 


is emphatically ftiPd the Accuſer of the Brethren, 
to leave them entirely out : and for me tis both 
good and comfortable to remember what our 
Redeemer before hath told us, If they have calld 
the Maſter of the Houſe Belzebub, ſhall they not 
much more thoſe of his Houſbold? 

Your next Remark is upon thoſe Words of 
St. Auguſtine, Tolle Invidiam et tuum eſt quod 
habeo, Take away Envy, and what J have is 
thine, Here you write, more the Object of 
Pity than Envy.“ If ſo, Sir, where are the 
kind Words, the tender Treatment, or other 
Marks of your Pity? did you kindly admoniſh 
me as ſuch an Object, or did you even ſecretly 
bewatl my Misfortune as quite incurable no ve- 


H 2 verily 


[Go ] 


verily, you have perverted my Words, miſte. 
preſented my Caſe, and ſcandaliz d my Book 
to others; but to me you have neither ſpoke 
nor wrote : what is this but to ſtab me in 
the Dark, and then call me an Object of Pity ? 
If I be an Object of Pity, I charge you, Sir, to 
repent of your hard Speeches which you have 
ſpoken againſt me, leſt you ſhould hear him 
who is ordain*d to be Judge of Quick and Dead, 
one Day ſay, Thou wicked Servant, out of thine 
own Mouth will I judge thee : thou ſaidſt he was 
an Object of Pity, wherefore didſt thou not ſhew ' 
Pity upon him? but if I be not an Object of 
Pity, then, Sir, repent of your Hypocriſy, leſt 
you ſhould with Hypocrites have your Portion, 
and with them be caſt into outer Darkneſs where 
there is weeping, : and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
Tee. 8 
Your next Remark 1s Page 60, upon the 
poor Woman's Dream : againſt that you write, 
% Dreamers. Jude. Surely, Sir, you do not 
ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle meant to condemn all 
Dreamers in general: : if ſo, he would have con- 
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* think Dreams may be divided into three Kinds. iſt. 
There is a Dream from Satan. 2d. There is a Dream 
which cometh from our waking Thoughts, and Multi- 
tude of Buſineſs. And 3d. There is a Dream from Gov. 

But Dreams, though Evil in themſelves, if not flowing 
from a voluntarily Cauſe, are not ſinful, no more than any 
other involuntarily Suggeſtion of Satan : but if flowing 

from a voluntary Cauſe, I believe they are ſinful, tho in 
themſelves involuntary. 


„ 


demnd ſeveral of the Prophets; all thoſe old 


Men of whom Joel prophefied : and St. Peter 


ſpoke, yea, and alſo your beloved Self ; except 
you will ſay, that though you ſleep ſometimes, 
yet you never dream. The Apoſtle then can- 


not, I think, be underſtood to condemn all 


Dreamers, no more than he can . be underſtood 
to condemn all Men. Whom then doth he con- 
demn ? fuch, faith he, as are filby, defile the 
Fleſh ; ſpeak Evil of Dignities. Dare you fay, 
Sir, that this Woman (as I ſuppoſe to you un- 
known) is one of theſe? If you' dare, I call 
upon you before Gop and Angels and Men to 
prove it: but if you cannot, then Sir, you are 
again found to be an Imitator of the Arch-Ac- 


cuſer, you are again found guilty of abuſing 


Scripture, by craftily leaving out that Part 
which evidently makes againſt you. O that 
for the future you may ponder thoſe ſolemn 
Words of him, who ſpoke as never Man ſpoke, 
Judge not, that ye be not judged. 

| Your next Aſperſion is Page 63, where ſpeak- 
ing of my ſtriving in the Power of God's Spirit, 
you ſay, Nay, but of the Spirit that animates 
him, whoſe Coming is after the Working of Sa- 
tan with all Power and Signs, and lying Wonders. 


2 Theſſ. ii. 9. Since here, Sir, you bring a 


raling Accuſation, but offer to prove nothing : 
to this your bare Aſſertion I ſhall only anſwer 


Nay ; but of Gop's Spirit: and may that con- 
vincing Spirit ſhortly convince you of all your | 


ungodly Deeds and hard Speeches. 


Your 
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Your next and fifth Remark i is Page 64, up- 
on the Scheme or Fi igure, inſerted in order to 


declare, how Three is One, and One is Three; 
it runs thus: Ze ſaw nuo Manner of Similitude in 
the Day that the Lord ſpoke unto you in Horeb. Deut. 
ww. 5. Tis true, they did not; and yet in the Day 
when the Lon ſpoke at Jordan, ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son in whom I am wel! pleaſed ; tis 
written, the Holy Ghoſt deſcended in a bodily 
Shape, even like a Dove, lighting upon him, 
By this, as well as various other Scriptures, 
you may learn, that the Loxp both can and 


will declare his Truth by Forms and Figures as 
well as Words * 


Your next Remark is at the ſame Place, the 


Words are, They became vain in their Imagina- 
tions, Rom. i. 21. Who became vain ? all 
thoſe who pretended or ſhall pretend to expreſs 
or declare an Idea by a Scheme or Figure ? you 


might as well ſay, the Apoſtle meant here to 


condemn all who have ſpoke or wrote; for as 
Words are intended only to communicate Ideas, 
ſo by the Figure or Scheme inſerted in my Book, 
did I only intend to communicate my 7riune 


Idea: ſo that here again I find, Sir, you are 


Guilty of that old Satanical Practice of maim- 
ing the Scripture you quote, by craftily leaving 
out thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, both before 


and 
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* See my Letter to Mr. W. B. and 40 J. G. 
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11 
and after, which clearly deſcribe the Perſons 
whereof he wrote. 
Your next and ſeventh Remark is Page 71, 
where I obſerve that I appear d and was but 
weak, but when in the Pulpit I wanted neither 
Strength nor Words of Truth and Sobernefs : 
againſt this you write, Boafters, Rom. i. go.” 
What I have there wrote, Sir, I ſuppoſe you 
mill allow muſt be either true or falſe ; if you 
ſhould fay tis falſe, I anſwer, Tis exceeding 
marvellous that of ſo many Eye and Ear-Wit- 
neſſes which have read this, none of them have 
had the Wiſdom to diſcern, or at leaſt Courage 
to declare it; and that you alone, who neither 
heard nor ſaw, are the only Man capable to 
make the Diſcovery. Will you ſay, that we 
herein ought to take your ipſe dixit, rather than 
the joint Teſtimony of hundreds of living Wit- 
neſſes ? If you will, Sir, I think I may juſtly 
retort upon you your own Remark, and again 
write Boaſter. But if you will allow the Matter 


of Fact to be true, I anſwer by what Argument 


can you from theſe Words prove me guilty 
of Boaſting, which will not alſo prove the ſame 


aꝛgainſt St. Paul ? of what do I there glory, ſave 
of my own Weakneſs, and Gop's great Grace 


and Goodneſs? and doth not he alſo thus glo- 
ry? When, faith he, I am weak, then am I. ſtrong: 
if I muſt needs glory, I will glory in mine In- 
firmities ; let him that oy glory in the 
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Your next and Jaſt Remark - upon the expei 


rimental Part, is at the Concluſion thereof: it 
runs thus: © But when I awoke, behold it was 
a Dream.” Notwithſtanding, Sir, all your 
poignant Wit and ſubtil Arguments, it {ill 
appears, not only to me but others alſo, a real 
Work of Gop, and no Dream or vain Deluſion, 
As to what you have advanced to the contrary, 
by Gop's Help tis already anſwer'd to the Sa- 
tisfaction, I truſt, of every intelligent and expe- 
rienc'd Reader: and as to your own Part, 
when he who wakes the Dead, ſhall ſhine into 
your Heart, and ſay unto you Ariſe, then I am 
verily perſwaded you ſhall be convinced that you 
have been in worſe Employ than dreaming: 

then ſhall he, whoſe Work you blaſpheme, and 


whoſe (though weak and unworthy) Member 


you perſecute, let you know that tis W for you 
to kick againſt the Pricks, 

I now proceed, Sir, by Gop's Help, to con- 
fider your Remarks upon the reflectionary and 
doctrinal Part: the firſt which I here meet with 
is, Page 80, it runs thus. Note: Faith ts 
wards God through Chriſt, without the ſpiritual 
Knowledge of Chriſt : what can be more falſe, 


feoliſh, and abſurd, and more contrary to Scrip- 


ture. Pſ. ix. 10. John vi. 40.” Stop a little, 
Sir, be not ſo angry: let us calmly conſider 
this Point, and then if it ſhould appear, that 
it is not contrary to, but quite conſiſtent with 

Scyipture, I hope for the future you may learn 


to give ſofter Words than fa fe, fooliſh, and af 
fur, 
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ay 


furd, without a Reaſon. In the tenth Chap- 


ter of Acts, I read of one Cornelius; he is call'd 


| a devout Man, and one that feared Gop, with 


all his Houſe ; he gave much Alms to the 
People, and prayed to Gop always. From 
hence I think it is clearly evident, that even 
at this Time this Man had Faith towards Gop; 
otherwiſe, why ſhould he fear and pray unto 
him ? Moreover, 1s not this alſo farther manifeſt 
from the AngePs Teſtimony unto and concern- 
ing him, thy Prayers and thy Alms are come up 
for a Memorial before God ? To ſuppoſe a de- 
vout God-fearing, all-praying Man, and one 


whoſe Prayers and Alms come up for a Memo- 


rial before Gop, to be deſtitute of Faith towards 
God : this I think, Sir, would indeed be, not 
only falſe, but alſo fooliſh, antiſcriptural, and 
abſurd ; for he that cometh unto God, muſt believe 
that he is, and that he is the Rewarder of them 
who diligently ſeek him, Heb. xi. 6. But perhaps 
you'll ſay, this Man then had a ſpiritual or ſaving 
Knowledge of CHRIST.“ But how is this 
prov*d? I read, that the Angel ſaid unto him, 
fend for one Peter, he ſhall tell thee what thou 
eughteſt to do. You'll ſay © perhaps at this 
Time he was but a Jewiſh Believer, and the 
Angel's Word muſt mean, Peter ſhall explain 
unto thee and confirm thee in that ſaving or 
ſpiritual Faith in CHRIST, which already thou 
haſt received. To this I anſwer, firſt, he was 
not a Jew at all; for if ſo, there would have 
been no Neceſſity for Peter to have ſeen a Vi- 
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ſion; no Reaſon for any to have found, Fault 


with him, becaule he went in, to Men uncircum. 


ciſed: ſecondly, Before Peter ſpoke unto him, 
he had not ſaving: Faith at al; for I alſo read, 
that the Angel. ſaid unto him, Peter ſhall tell 


thee Words whereby thou, and thy Houſe ſhall 


be ſaved z and while Peter: ſpake, (not concern- 
ing the Extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, 
but whilſt he preached Remiſſion of Sins thro? 
Faith in ]JEsus) the Holy 655900 fell on all them 
which heard the Mord. Acts xi. 18. And now, Sir, 
I think tis clearly prov'd that this Cornelius had 


Faith towards Gop, before he had à ſpiritual or 


ſaving Knowledge of Jesvs CHRIST: But 
whence did this Faith ariſe ? was it from his 
own Eree-will or Power ?. did this grow in 


Nature's Garden? No, verily ; this Cornelius 
was by Nature entirely dead in Treſpaſſes and 


Sins even as others, both Jews and Gentiles are. 
By Nature he had no Power to devote | himſelf 
to Go, to pray, or do other Works meet for 
Repentance: it muſt then ariſe from GoÞ's free 
andfovereign Grace; and ho. does Grace come 
Gown to Man? only through our Lord I xsus 


CHRIST, he is the Way, the Truth, and the 


Life: hence then tis alſo clearly evident, that even 
this Faith towards Gop is through him without 


whom' coe can do nothing, and conſequently the 
whole of what you term falſe, fooliſh, abſurd, and 


contrary to Scripture, is prov'd to be true, ſound, 


and ſcriptural — to the Seriptures which 
you 
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you quote in order to oppoſe this Doctrine, I 
think one of the two at leaſt exceedingly con- 
firms it, I mean Pf . 10. They, faith the 
Pfalmiſt, that know thy Name, will put their 
Truſt in thee. Tis granted that the Pfalmiſt 
here means, they that ſavingly or ſpuitually 
know Jzsvs CHRIST, will put their Truſt in 
him; - and indeed thus meaning he declares, a 
great and precious Truth: but what then? doth he 
therefore exclude all Faith towards God, prior 
or antecedent to ſuch a Knowledge! ? Hear the 
Pfalmiſt explain himſelf in the very next Words, 
and which contain his Reaſon for the former, 
For thou Lord baſt not forſaken thoſe that ſeek 

thee 3 as if he had ſaid, Thou Lord haſt not 
forſaken them who have only Faith towards 
thee, and therefore ſeek thee z much leſs 
wilt thou forſake them who ſpiritually or fa- 
vingly know thee ; 3 therefore they will put their 
Truſt in thee, And as to Jobn vi. 40. 


which you alſo quote: 2 3 think tis not at all 
againſt this Doctrine: our Saviour there faith, 


This is the Will of him that ſent me, that euer 3 
one which feeth the Son and believeth on bim, may 
bave everlaſting Life, and I will raiſe him up 


at the Iaſi Day. I ſuppoſe we are agreed, that 


by ſeeing and believing here is meant a {piritual 
Sight of, and ſaving Faith in the Son of Go : 
This premiſed, I anſwer to this bleſſed Truth, 
with Heart, and Hand alfo, I fay, Amen. 
For tis to me a Truth full of Godly Comfort. 
C pf hus 


[ 68 } 
Thus to ſee, and thus believe, is indeed a Pri- 
| vilege unconceivable. Moreover I believe and 


acknowledge, ( Grace and Truth, Page 82.) 


that tis by no means right or /afe for us to 
reſt without it. But to ſuppoſe therefore that 
there is no F aith towards GoD antecedent, iS 
jiuſt as abſurd as to ſay, there is no Kingdom 
of Grace becauſe there is a Kingdom of 
Glory. | 

Your next Remark I find (Page 82.) whereis 
written, here ſtood (that is, in that State of 
Cornelius, before he heard Peter) Socrates, Plate, 
and other enlighten*d Heathens : theſe as well 
as Noab, in their Day aad Meaſure, were 
Lights glimmering in a benighted Kingdom. 
Againſt this you write, ** How different the Spir- 
rit which ſpeaks in this Author from that which 
ſpake by the Apoſtle Paul? while the latter pro- 
nounces the unbelieving Gentiles in general, without 
Chriſt, Aliens from the Common-Mealth of Jrael, 
Ec. and their Philoſophers, and Wiſe-Men in 
particular, Fools. Eph. ii. 12, Rom. i. 22. 
1 Cor. i. 20. the former will have ſome of them 
enligbiened; yea, Lights acquainted with the 
Dottrine and Partakers of the Grace of C brift, 
whoſe Dickates theſe are, ſee 1 John iv. 6.“ This 
Remark contains many Particulars: in order 


therefore to be the more intelligible, I think, it 


may be beſt to divide it, and anſwer them one 
by one. And firſt, How different is the Spirit 
which ſpeaks in this Author from that which 
fpake by the Apoſtle Paul? How Sir do you 
. prove 
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prove the Difference? why ſay you. St. Paul 
pronounces the unbelieving Gentiles in general with. 
out Chriſt, Aliens from the Common-MWealih of 
Iirael, and their Philoſophers and wiſe Men in 
particular Fools. So alſo do I, in the very 
Paragraph againſt which you make your Objec· 
tion. Do not I there teſtify, that it is by no 
means ſafe or right to fit down in the Princi- 
ples or Elements of the Doctrine of CHRIST, 


and conſequen fly with regard to the Knowledge | 


of Salvation, I alſo teſtify, that their wiſe Men 
and Philoſophers were Fools. Nay, ſay you, 
You ſay, ſome of them were enlightened :** I do ſo, 
and why might they not ? ſince I read, That 
Chriſt is the true Light which lighteth every Man 
which cometh into the World. And allo that Paul 
was a Preacher of that Goſpel or good News, 
which not only was commanded to be preached, 

(Tan T1 x1io# Mark xvi. 15.) To every Crea- 
ture; but alſo which actually hath been 


preached, according to his Judgment (e T40s | 


T1 *]:o& IN every Creature which is under Hea- 
ven. Coll. i. 23. © Moreover you ſay, they 


were Lights; yea, glimmering ones: and 
lo was the Queen of the South, who came 
to hear the Witdom of Solomon, and who ſhall 


riſe in Judgment and condemn many of the Men 
of this Generation. St. Paul alſo himſelf as 
well as I, thought they had ſome Glimmering, 
otherwiſe methinks he would ſcarcely have 
quoted from one of them, In God we live and 
| move 
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1 move, and have our Being. Es durò Cc x. 
= | che wa cope. Als xvli. 28. From ano- 


ther, Evil Communications corrupt god Man. 
ners. $bupsow ib X o ,æ nexai. I Cor, 
xv. 33. And from another 'of them he not 
i only quotes a Teſtimony againſt the Cretans, 
1 K pres CEL ev. uu x Fnpiccl Y S eg i. 
but confirms it with a ibis Hitneſs is true. But 
you ſay ſome of them were acquainted with the 


Doctrine of Chriſt.“ With the firſt ,Principles | 

or the Elements of the Doctrine of CHRIST, 
I fay they were: by which St. Paul and I 
mean, Faith towards Gop, and that one ; 
of them was thus acquainted in my Anſwer | 
to your laſt Objection, I think, is already 
proved. But perhaps you will fay, „The 1 
Apoſtle doth not mezn by Faith towards Gop, i 
| what you mean, but ſaving or ſpiritual Faith þ 
| in CarisT.” What, Sir, could be more ab- WM 
j ſurd than ſuch a Suppoſition ? what! ſhall an t] 
| inſpir'd Apoſtle ſay, leaving faving Faith in C 
| CHRisT, let us go on to ſomething elſe ? But d 
1 ſuppoſing that the Apoſtle means, by leaving the 0 
1 Principles of the Doctrine of CHR1sT, and go- C 
4 ing on to Perfection, fit not down in theſe y 
| 4 firſt Principles of CurI1isT; but believe re 
| in the Son of Go p, earneſtly ſeek, and ſu 
bs | patiently wait for the promis'd Comforter, by 
| q whereby you ſhall know afſuredly that ye D 
on No. perfect and compleat in CHRIST IE. ſo 


kl | | 
| SUS 


N 


$US, in whom dwells the Fulneſs of the God- 
head Bodily: ſuppoſing I ſay the Apoſtle thus 
to mean, then is he quite conſiſtent with himſelf. 
Coll. ii 8. Then is his Advice exactly conſiſtent 
with that which our bleſſed Lord gave to his 
Diſciples in like Circumſtances, It believe in 
Cod, believe alſo in me. Then in ſhort doth the 
Force of the Apolile's Reaſon for this Exhorta- 
tion in the following Verſes of the Chapter plains 
ly appear, and his Argument is to this Effect, 
« Since the Principles or firſt Elements of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, viz. a Degree of Illumination, 
a Taſte of the heavenly Gift, a Ray from the Spi- 
rit of Gop, and alio outward Ordinances, may be 
fallen from; fince alſo they that are fallen there- 


from, are in a much worſe State than they were 


before, ſince they are nigh to Curſing and Burn- 
ing: let us leave theſe Principles, let us not reſt 
here, but let each of us go on from Faith to- 
wards Gop, or even Faith of Adherence, to 
the Full Aſſurance of Faith and Hope in Jzsvs 
CurIsT, ver. 11. let not us fit down in Sha- 
dows, but go on to the Subſtance : let not any 
of us continue only Worſhippers in the euter 
Court, but let us come into the inner Temple : : 
yea, let each of us come unto Jesus, and not 
reſt till we know our Calling and Election to be 
ſure : yea, till we know that we are ſealed 
by the indwelling Spirit of Go p unto the 
Day of Redemption. © Well, but you fay, 
ſome, of the Heathens were Partakers of the 


Grace 


— 


„ 
Grace of CHAN IST!“ I ſay ſome of them ſtood 
in an inferior Diſpenſation of Grace, (Page 82.) 
and with regard to Cornelius, I think this is al- 
ready prov'd. And pray, Sir, why ſhould you 
think, herein St. Paul and I differ ? why might 
they not at leaſt receive an inferior Diſpenſa- 
tion of Grace, ſince St. Paul, as well as I, teſ. 
tifies, The Grace of God that bringeth Salvation, 
hath appeard unto all Men, Sc. Tit. ii. 11, 
If you hear not him, you are not of Gap : here- 


by know we the Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit 


of Error, 1 John iv. 6. * | 

J now paſs on to your next Remark, which 
J find, Page 87. againſt the Words A Believer, 
(that is a Chriſtian Believer) is holy in and by 
Chriſt Jeſus. It runs thus, Underflanding nei- 
ther what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 


1 Tim. 1. 7.” This is a bold Aſſertion, but 


no Proof; and therefore I think it requires but 
a ſhort Anſwer. Thoſe ancharitable vain Fan- 
glers, concerning whom the Apoſtle wrote, as it 
appears from v. 6. did not underftand : but all 
Glory be to Free-Grace, e have ſeen, and 

_ bear 


8 4 


—— 


* If any one ſhould ſtill go about to diſpute the Term 
Grace, and ſay that this which I call an inferior Diſpenſa- 
tion of Grace, is no Grace at all; I think they would rea- 
ſon juſt as wiſely if they ſhould ſay, thoſe Servants who re- 
 ecived four and five Talents, did receive ſomething, but he 
who received only one Talent, received no Talent at all. 


11 
ehr Record, and we know that our Record is 
ue. 8 
Four next Remark I find; Page 110, where 
1 ſpeak of a Time when I knew not the inward 
Croſs, when I had no Fellowſhip with our dear 
Redeemer in that agonizing Prayer, if it be poſe 
Able, let this Cup paſs from me, Sc. with this 
alſo you make quick Work, and againſt it write, 
« Blaſphemers. 2 Tim. iti. 2.“ This is a hard 
Charge; but we know concerning whom the 
Prieſts and Phariſees of old faid, 7/bat need we 
any farther Witneſſes, ye yourſelves have heard 
bis Blaſpbemy. And what Proof, Sir, will you 
bring to ſupport your Charge, which would 
not alſo have ſupported theirs : for pray what 
have I here {aid more than this? I had not then 
trunk of that Cup concerning which our Lord 
hath ſaid to his Diſciples, ye ſ#a/l drink thereof; 
or been baptized with the Baptiſm wherewith he 
ſaid, ye ſhall be baptized : what do I ſay, when 
[ ſpeak of having Fellowſhip with our dear Re- 


deemer in his inward Sufferings, more than 


St. Peter, who this writes for the Conſolation 
of ſuch Sufferers. Think it not ſtrange (ri 1 bu, &) 
concerning the inward fiery Trial, which is to try 
yon, .as though ſome ſtrange thing happened unto 
you ; but rejoice, inaſmuch as ye are Partakcrs of 
Chriſt's Fuſferings; that when his Glory ſhall be 
revealed, ye may be glad alſo with exceeding Foy. 
1 Pet. W. 12. . | 
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And doth not St. Paul alſo ſpeak of ha. 
ving Fellowſhip with CHRIST in bis Suf- 


ferings, and of being made conformable to 
his Death, Phil. iii. 10. Wherefore then do 
you for this call me a Blaſphemer ? I wiſt, Sir, 
that through Ignorance you have done it, and 
therefore I heartily pray unto Gop not to lay 
this Sin unto your Charge, I fear that as yet 
you are unacquainted with the inward Croſs of 
CHRIST, and therefore tis no marvel you 
ſhould hate it. However, Sir, permit me to 


inform you, that if you will do the Will of Go 


you ſhall know that this Doctrine alſo is of Gop. 
And if you come into this School, you ſhall 
prove Lutber's Saying concerning it to be true, 
Schola Crucis eſt Schola Lucis : yea, you 
ſhall alſo prove the Truth of St. Paul's Say- 
ing, F you ſuffer with CHRIST, you ſhall 


alſo be glorified together with bim. Rom. 


viii. 17. | 
Your next Remark I find Page 113, againſt 
theſe Words, I had (that is before CHRIST was 
reveal'd in me from Heaven) a Faith, which in 
ſome Degree purifies the Heart, produces Re- 
pentance, a good Conſcience, and Fruits de- 
clarative thereof, & c. your Words are, ** Their 
Mouths ſpeaketh great fwelling Words, baving, 
Sc.“ Jude xvi. All that I have there wrote, 
Sir, I believe to be very true; if it be not, 
I defire that either you, or any one elſe, would 
«prove the contrary : and yet ſtill, Sir, let me 
| tell 


_ } — 


wv az 


[ 75 1 


tell you, that ſince it hath pleaſed Gon to re- 
yeal his Son in me from Heaven, I count that 
and much more; yea, doubtleſs J count all- 
Things but Loſs and Droſs and Dung in 
Compariſon of the Excellency of the Knowledge 
of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; and what Argu- 


ment will you bring from hence to prove me 


guilty of the Charge you here lay againſt me, 
which would not equally prove the fame a- 
gainſt St. Paul? I think he ſpeaks pretty 
much after the ſame Manner. Phil, iii. 4, 
3.5 1 
Your next Remarł is p. 117, againſt theſe Words 

To be a ſpiritual or enlighten'd Heathen, 


as Socrates, Plato, or Cornelius, before he heard 


of Peter, is one Degree or Diſpenſation of 
Grace: to be a ſpiritual or enlighten'd Jew, and 
with Peter, and the other Diſcjples, before the 
Day of Pentecoſt, to believe and acknowledge, 


that Jeſus is the Cbriſt, though not (i. e. in them 


ſpiritually come, is a greater; but to be a ſpiritual 
Chriſtian, to have Chriſt the exalted God- man 


revealed in us from Heaven, and to be ſealed 
with the Holy Spirit of Promiſe unto the Day 


of the Redemption of this vile Body, is the 


laſt and moſt perfect Diſpenſation of Grace. He 


that is feeble here, ſhall be as David, and he 


that is ſtrong in the Houſe of David, ſhall be 
as Gon, as the Angel of the Lord before 
them.“ Againſt this great, and to me 
clear as the Sun at Noon-day, Truth, you 
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write theſe Words of our Lord's, Wide. is thy. 
| Gate, and broad. is the Way that. leadeth to De- 
ſtruction, and many there be which. Jo in thereat, 


Matt. vii. 13. And to which I. anſwer, this is 


exceeding true; and I think the Truth thereof 


clearly appears from the following Conſidera- 


tions. 


World, there have been here but few compara- 


zively ſpeaking, who have not held the Truth. 


in Unrighteouſneſs; who when they knew God, 


Rom. i. 21. and therefore might, yet have not 


glorified him as Gop : yea, I am afraid that 
here there have been but exceeding few who did 
not wrap up their one Talent in a Napkin, 
and dig and hide it in the Earth, and therefore 
Gop juſtly gave them up to vile Aﬀeciions, 
Rom. i. 24. Yea, fince they did not like to 
retain GoD in their Knowledge, he gave 
them up to a Reprobate Mind, to do 


thoſe Things which are nat conyenient, Rom. 


1, 28. 

Secondly, When we conſider the Jews; ſince as 
St. Paul ſaith, He is not a Few, which i is one out- 
wardly, but he which is one mwardly : I am afraid 
that here alſo we ſhall find too ſtrong Reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, that but few comparatively ſpeaking of 
the Children of Abraham, according to the Fleſh, 
have been the Children of Abrabam's F aith, and, 


therefore but few will fit. down with him ! in the 
Kingdom of our Heavenly. Father, 


Thirdly 


Firſt, When we conſider. the Heathen 
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Thirdly, when weconfider the People called Chrif: 
tians, we have too ſtrong and woful Reaſon to con- 


clude, that comparatively ſpeaking, even here alſo, 


there are but few who are called after.Crz18T's; 
Name, who have CHRIS T's Spirit. Many there: 


be who ſay, Lord, Lord, but few who do the: 


Will of our Heavenly Father. Hence then I 
think, Sir, the Truth of that Saying you quote 
from our Saviour clearly appears; and conſe- 


quently. of that other, Strait is tbe Gate and 


narrow is the Way which leadeth-unto Life, and 
few-- there be that find it, Matt. vii. 14. And 
yet bleſſed, yea for ever bleſſed be the Lord 
our Gop and Saviour, when theſe'few ſhall be 
gathered together, I read that befides the one 
hundred and forty four thouſand of the Tribes 
of the Children of Jrael, they are a great Mul. 
titude which no Man could Number of all Nations, 
and Kindreds, and People, and Tongues, Rev. vii 
9. And ſince our Redeemer alſo tells us, that 
they ſhall come from the Eaſt and Welt, and 
North, and South, and fit, down in the King- 
dom. of Gon, Luke xiii. 29. who. knoweth but. 
a devout. or enlighten'd Heathen, even a So- 
crates or Plato may appear in this happy Num- 
ber, and be alſo permitted to aſcribe their Sal- 
vation to Gon and the Lamb for ever : 5 
Againſt this I find you very vehemently oppoſe 
your next Objection, which I alſo find in the ſame 
Page, The. very reverſe of what our Saviour 
ſays, Fobn viii. 24. If ye believe not that J am 


be, 
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he, ye ſhall die in your Sins.” In anſwer to 
this I would have you, Sir, to obſerve, 1ſt. ] 
do not ſuppoſe that any Heathen, however devout 
or enlighten'd, is ſaved by the Law or Se& 
which he profeſſeth: No. I heartily believe, 
and again willingly teſtify that there 1s no o- 
ther Name under Heaven whereby Sinners can 
be ſaved, but by the Name of ]zsus CHRIST 
our Lord; and if any Man faith the contrary, 
ſuch a ane loveth not the Lord JESUS CHRISTH; 
and therefore [et him be Anathema Maranatha. 
2d. I do not ſuppoſe that any of thoſe whom 
I term devout or enlighten'd Heathens, would 
have rejected Cd 1s r Jesus, when propos'd as 
the Object of their Faith, no. I believe they 
were a People prepar'd for the Lord, Luke i.17, 
as it. is evident in the Caſe of Cornelius, and 
therefore are not to be ranked with the unbe- 
lieving Jews, concerning whom our Saviour 
faith, If I bad not come and ſpoken unto them, 
bey had not bad Sin, i. e. comparatively z but 
now they have no Cloak for their Sin. John xv. 
22, 3d. I do not ſuppoſe that any enlighten'd 
Heathen, as ſuch, hath really found the King- 
dom of God ; or that in themſelves, they have 
actually lv Faith in Jesvs CnR1sT : but 
confider*d with regard to God, and his uner- 
ring Word, they are ſafe: for I and St. Peter, 
of a Truth perceive, that God is no reſpecter of 
Perſons ;” but in every Nation, be that feareth 
bim, and worketh "Righteouſneſs, is accepted with 
OT TS ny 
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kim. Acts x. 34. Netther hath be forſaken them 
that ſeek him. Pſ. ix. 10. But in or before 
Death; yea, at what Time, and after what 
manner he pleaſeth, he will reveal his Son un- 
to his own Ele&, whereſoever diſpers'd. A- 
gainſt this I ſee at the preſent but one Ob- 


jection, *© The Apoſtle St. Paul ſaith, Rom. x. 


14. How ſhall they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard? and how ſhall they hear 
without a Preacher ? and how ſhall they preach, 
except they be ſent ? ſo then Faith cometh by 
Hearing, and Hearing by the Word of Gon, 
preached only by a ſent outward Preacher.” To 
this I anſwer, 1ſt. Be it ſo; even this outward 
Preaching is perhaps more extenſive than as yet 


you have imagin'd. To JESsus CHRIsT, not 
only Noah, Moſes, and all the Prophets and 
Apoſtles bear Witneſs ; but of him, bad Men 


as well as good, have clearly teſtified: and that 
alſo both amongſt Jews and Gentiles. For I 
find not only a wicked Caiaphas before the 
Jewiſh Sanhedrim, propheſying the Expediency 


of the Death of Jz$vs; but long before this 


in the Gentile World, methinks J hear even a 
mercenary Balaam lifting up his Voice and teſ- 
tifying, I ſhall ſee him, but not now : TI ſhall 
bebold him, but not nigh. There ſhall come a Star 
out of Jacob, and a Sceptre fhall riſe out of Hrael. 
Out of Jacob ſhall come he that ſhall have Do- 
minion, and ſhall d:ftroy him that Temaineth of 

the 
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the City, Num. xxiv. 17, &c. * Neither do 
Men only bear Witneſs unto JEsus, but our 
God ſends by whom he will ſend, Sometimes 
by an Angel, as to the Shepherds. Luke ii. 10, 
The Angel aid unto them, Fear not: for be- 
hold I bring you good Tidings of great Foy, which 
hall be to all People : for unte you is Horn 

this 
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* Was I not willing to confine myſelf ts Scripture 
Teſtimony, I might here alſo have mentioned the Pro- 
phecies of the Sy4i/5, whoſe Authority 15 proved, and 
argued againft the Gentiles: by various grave and learned 
Fathers of the primitive Church: by Fu/#in Martyr in 
his Apology for Chriſtians : by Origin againſt Cel/u : 
by St. Cyril againſt Falian the Apoſtate : by St. Au- 

« gufiine in his Book De Civitate Dei: as alſo by Eu/ebins 
the Hiſtorian, and Conſtantine the Emperor; which laſt 
declareth that Auguſtus Cæſar, before our Saviour Carist 
was born, had ſach a. Regard for them, that he laid 
them up under the Altar of 9/, where no one might 
have the Sight of them, but by a ſpecial Licence from 
himſelf, which Licence ( ſaith he] Virgil the Poet and 
Favourite of Azeuſtus had ; and therefore in his fourth 
Eclogue, out of Flattery to his Royal Maſter, he appli- 
eth the whole Propheſy to a young Child born to HMuius 
Petlio, Auguſins's great Friend: whereas the Propheſy did 
truly and properly belong to > C HRIST, as plainly appears 
"om Firgil's own Words : 


Ultima Cumæi venit, jam temporis ætas: 
Magnus ab integro Sec'lorum naſcitur ordo 
Jam redit & virgo, 


The 


1 
this Day in the City of David, a Saviour, which 
is CHRIST, the Lord. Sometimes by a 
Star, as to the wiſe Men; Matt. ii. Me, ſaid 
they have ſeen his Star in the Eaft, and are come 
to worſhip tim. And again, ver. 9. The Star 
which they ſaws in the Eaſt; went before them till, 
| L i 
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IT 


he laſt great Era by Cumæan Verſe, 

Of old predicted, is at length arriv'd ; 

"The mighty round of Vears again revolv'd: 

The Virgin now, &c. TRAP. 


Jam n novo Progenies, cælo demittitur alto: 


Now a new Off- ſpring from high Heaven deſcends. 


So wrote Virgil in IRE to the Stile and Religion of 
his Country. 

But Sybi//a plainly, Cara Dei Soboles, the dear Son of 
Gop. 
Te Dace fi qua manent Seeleris Veſtiqia noſtri, 
Irrita perpetua ſolvent formidine Terras. 
Beneath thy Sway, the Relicks of our Guilt 
(If ſueh be ſtill remaining) quite efac'd, 

Shall from all future Terrors free the World. 
Nec magnos metuent Armenta Leones. 
Herds unterriſield with monſtrous Lions, 
Occidet & Serpens : : The Serpent too ſhall die. 


Theſe Verſes, I think, correſpond exactly with the "ay 
pheſy of Iſaiah, The Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, Sc. 
The Lion ſhall eat Straw like the Ox, &c. Jaiab xi. and 
ev. and can be only truly applicable to our Saviour. 


—— ä 


Chara Deum ſoboles. The dear Iſſue of the Gods. 
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it came and ſtood over where the young Chill | 
was. Out of the Mouths of Babesand Sucklings 
: hath Gop alſo ordained Strength and perfected 


Praiſe ; and therefore ſometimes maugre al] 
the Oppoſition and Diſpleaſure of Jewiſh Scribes 
and chief Prieſts, even Children cry, Hoſanna to 
the Son of David, Matt. xxi. 15. So that if 
outward Preaching be abſolutely neceſſary, we 
need not fear that our Gop will ſuffer his own 
Ele&, at whatſoever Corner of Heaven they be, 


to periſh for Want thereof: for if Angels, Men, 


Children and Stars, all ſhould hold their Peace, 
aad keep eternal Silence, he can make the moſt 
obdurate Stones immediately to try out: yea, he 
can conſtrain even Devils themſelves to proclaim 


the Name of Jzsvs, and teſtify that he is ihe 


Son of God, Matt. viii. 29. So that we may well 
conclude with the Apoſtle, Have they not beard? 


yes, verily; the Sound of God's Preachers is gone 


znto all the Earth, and their Words into the 
Ends of the World, Rom. x. 18. 


But, ſecondly ; tho? outward Preaching be the 
ordinary Way of God's working Faith in his 
Elect, tis not the only Way, neither is our ſo- 
vereign Gop confin*d thereto z tho? it be gene- 
rally, yet tis not abſolutely neceſſary : for ſome- 
times Faith may be wrought by immediate Reve- 
lation. This Methiaks is clearly manifeſt from 
the Caſe of Jeremy, concerning whom I read, 


Fer. 1. 5. Before thou cameſt forth out of the 
Wamb J.ſanctiſied thee, and ] ordain'd thee a Pro- 


 pbet 


fanfn aan Owl win us a>. 


-- 0 


w 


oy ye ud R — 


Wo 


I ww c -I vw 


1 8% 1 


phet unto the Nations. Again, is not this alſo mani- 
feſt from the Caſe of John the Baptiſt, who as St. 
Bernard ſaith, Epiſt. 174. Ex Utero, Dominum in 
Utero ſenfit, from the Womb of his own Mother 
Elizabeth, was touched with a Feeling of his Lord 
in the Womb of the bleſſed Virgin Mary. But 
once more; Is not this alſo evident from the 
Caſe of all thoſe who are Deaf and Blind, as 
well as from other Infants ? Except you will ſay, 


that for thoſe who die ſuch, there is no Poſſi- 


bility of Salvation: and if you will, Sir, then 
I think if Blood-eating, as ſome have argued, 
* naturally tends to make the Eaters thereof 
cruel; we may eaſily account for your next Ob- 
jection, which J find Page 120, oppoſed to my 
Teſtimony againſt it. Your Words are, }/hat- 
ſoever is ſold in the Shambles, eat: whatſoever is 
ſet before you, eat; aſking no Queſtions for Con- 
ſcience-ſake, 1 Cor. x. 25, 27. To this I an- 
ſwer, iſt, Theſe Words are not to be under- 
ſtood abſolutely according to the Letter, but 

; BY 2 with 
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* The Scythians, as Herodotus, Lib. 4. aſſures us, from 
drinking the Blood of their Cattle, proceeded to drink the 
Blood of their Enemies ; and were remarkable for nothing 
ſo much as their horrid and brutal Actions. — Moreover, 
it hath been obſerv'd, that Blood is a very hot inflaming 
Food ; that ſuch Foods create Choler, and that Choler ea- 
fily kindleth into Cruelty : and therefore Animals that feed 
on this Food, are perceived to be much more furious than 
thoſe who do not. | 
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with due Reſtriction: otherwiſe we might ſay, 
that the Apoſtle here intended, not only to 
command the Corinthians to eat Blood, but even 
Peyſon if it was ſold in the Shambles: or that 
they ſhould be Gluttons, by eating up all that 
was ſet before them. 2d. I cannot ſuppoſe 
that the Apoſtle here, or by any other of his 


| Words, intended to command them to eat 


Blood; any more than he inte..ded that they 
ſhould commit Fornicatioa: for is not one as 
well as the other a poſitive Precept of Gop ? not 
only under the Patriarchal (Gen. ix, 4.) or Je- 
wiſh (Lev. vii. 26) but alſo under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation? Acts xv. 28, 29.) Do not the 
Apoſtles. in Council aſſembled, of which St. 
Paul himſelf was one, expreſly and cor jointly 
declare, It feemed good to the HOLY GHOST 
and to US, to lay upon you no greater Burthen 
#han theſe neceſſary Things, that ye abſtain from 
Meats offered to Idols, and from Blood, and from 
Things ftrangled, and from Fornication ? And 
can you, Sir, imagine that the Apoſtle in the 
Words you quote, or elſewhere, intended to con- 


tradict the Hor v GnosT, himſelf, and all the 


Apoſtles? But perhaps you will fy, «© that this 
Apoſtolic Injunction was only temporary.” 1 
anſwer, how can you prove this? if you could 
prove it, would you not prove too much © 
would you not prove that Abſtinence from For- 
mication, as well as from Blood was only for 
a Time? for one as well as the other is pro- 
hibited 


Gy Ro 


\ En. A. BS. 


I yon. Gay V 0 


* 


1 36 1 
hibited in this fame Injunction, and alſo under 
the very ſame Reſtrictions. 3d. I am fo far 


from thinking that the Apoſtle intended by 


the Words you quots to repeal or contradict 
this Apoſtolic Decree, that from the Context 
J think tis evident he meant only to enforce 
and explain a particular Part thereof, to wit, 
that which prohibited Meats offer'd unto Idols: 
for ver. 14, he bids the Corinthians flee from 
Idolatry; and in order to that, :hough the Idol 
itfelf, that is conſider d abſtractedly, or by it- 
felt, is nathing, nor that which is offer'd in Sa- 
crißce thereto, he bids them abſtain from that 
which is offer'd unto Idols, and not to eat it as 
ſuch: I would not that ye ſhould have Fellowſhip 
with Devils, ye cannot drink the Cup of 1he Lord, 
and the Cup of Devils : ye cannot be Partakers 
of the Lord's Table, and the Table of Devils. But 
then leſt any one ſhould herein be needleſly 
ſerupulous, the Apoſtle faith, What 'ſoever Meat 
is fold in the Shambles, or ſet before you, if you 
are diſpoſed, eat thereof, aſting no Queſtions for 
Conſe ence-/ake. Not aſking whether it had been 


offerꝰd unto Idols or not; eat it as unto the 


Lord, and to. his Glory, for the Earth is his, 
and the Fulneſs thereof : but if any Man ſay unto 
vou, this is effered in Sacrifice unio Idols, eat not, 
for his Sake that ſbewed it, and for Conſcience- 
ſake : the Earth is the Lord's and the Fulneſs 
thereof. So that there is Food enough to eat 
beſides it, Conſcience, 1 ſay, not thine own, tor 


thou having no Eye to, nor Fellowſhip wich the 
Idol, 
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Idol, or Idolater mighteſt eat as unto Gop and 
his Glory; but of the others, who ſhew'd thee: 
_ . for Why is my Liberty, to eat or not eat, judped, 
or condemned of another Man's Conſcience : far 
if I by Grace be a Partaker of this Liberty, 
why am I evil ſpoken of for that which I give 
Thanks ? Why do I give Offence unto, or caſt 
a Stumbling-block in my Brother's Way, when 
by reaſon of this my Liberty I thank Gop I am 
under no Neceſſity ſo to do. 4. The Reaſon 
that GoD at firſt gave why Man ſhould not 
eat the Blood with the Fleſh, was, becauſe 
Blood is the Life thereof : will you ſay, Sir, that 
then there was this divine Reaſon, for Man to 
abſtain from Blood-eating, but not now? As 
well might you ſay, that Blood was then the 
Life of the Fleſh, but it is not now. 5, If in 
abſtaining from the eating of Blood J err, I 
have the Honour to err with a blefſed Com- 


pany: for not only all GoD*s People under 


the Jewiſh and Patriarchal Diſpenſation, together 
with our Saviour JESUS CHRIST, and all his 
Apoſtles, have herein erred : but I alſo find, 
faith a Modern Author, „That this hath been 
a Doctrine aſſerted by the beſt Writers of their 
Age, the Chriſtian Apologiſts, ſealed with the 
Blood of the beſt Men, the Chriſtian Martyrs ; 
confirm'd by the unanimous Conſent of the Fa- 
thers; and reverenced by the Practice of the 
whole Chriſtian Church for above three hundred 
Years, and of the Eaſtern Church even to this 


very Day.“ If then I herein err (as the Hea- 
| then 


. / ⅛˙ic¼Ur m . ,, 


129 


then Cicero ſtrongly Argues, with regar 48 hs 


Soul's Immortality * ) I willingly err: methinks 
] had much rather be in the wrong with theſe, 
than in the right with you: if J err, I can 
ſuſtain no Loſs, becauſe J am ſure in the Book 
of Gop you can find no particular poſitive Pre- 
cept to eat it; and there is better Food enough 
for me, and all our heavenly Father's Children 
without it: but if you err, I fear, Sir, you 
will ſuffer a greater Loſs than that of a little 
Blood, however modified; for if (as I think tis 
already prov*d) Abſtinence from Blood be a po- 
ſitive Command of God ; if it be a Precept in that 
divine Law, which to all fincere Chriſtians 1s a 
Rule of Life, in the Non-obſervance thereof, 
you will at leaft loſe a great Reward, Pf. xix. 11. 
and therefore notwithſtanding your Objection, 
till you, or ſome one elſe, can anſwer what I 
have here advanced to my Satisfaction, I muſt 
beg leave again to teſtify that I ſhall not, Gop 
being my Helper, knowingly or willingly eat 
this unſalutary, pernicious, and as it appears to 
me, by God himſelf prohibited Food, I think 
at leaſt I may venture to ſay, that my Reaſons 
for abſtaining are as ſtrong as yours can be for 

eating. 
I now 


—_— 


Quod ſi in hoc erro quod Animas hominum immortales 
eſſe credam libenter erro, nec mihi hune Errorem quo 
delector dum vivo extorqueri volo Cicero de Senectute. 
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f now proceed to your next and laſt Remark, 
which I find Page 189, oppoſed to theſ- Words, 
Learn ye Faith towards GoÞ through that 
eternal Word, who giveth a Ray of divine 
Light to all.“ It runs thus, How ibis agrees 
27th Epheſ v. 8. and Iſa. vin. 20. let the intelli- 
gent Reader judge. Hath the eternal Word given 

a Ray of divine Light to all ? and yet are there 

ſeme in Darkneſ3 itfelf, having 10 Light in them? 
There thn as ſomm be an Argrtement betrveen 
Ligbt and. Darkneſs, yea, two Contradiftions may 
-  foon be both trut, as theſe can agret : whence 
it appears evident to me, the Spirit ſpenkitꝝ in 

the Scriptures, and the Spirit ſpeaking in hin, 
of which he boafts ſo much, are as different and 
oppofite as the Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of 
Error. Bona verba precor, ne {xvi magne Sa- 
cetdos. This, Sir, I perceive is your laſt Re- 

_ trark, and I think tis Time it ſhould : for if 
you thus go oh, though you may not be able to 
hurt me of Truth, I am afraid you might hurt 
yourſelf. However, this once permit me to en- 
treat you to have a little Patience, and I will 
endeavour to anſwer your formidable Queſtions, 
and reconcite what you think a Contradiction. 
« Hath the eternal Word given a Ray of divine 
Taght to all” Yes, Sir; IT and the Spirit 
ſpeaking in the Seriptures think fo: for in 
them I read, Coll. i. 23. that the Goſpel which 
the Colleſhans had heard, and whereof St. Paul 
was a Miniſter (Twv xnpux le v0; e THoN TH x,. 


Halb 


89 ] 
hath been preached ix every Creature. And 
again John i. 9. that JEsus CHRIST (or the 
Eternal Word Fobn i. 1.) is the true Light 
which lighteth every Man that cometh into the 
World. ** And yet are there in ſome Darkneſs, 


| yea, Darkneſs itſelf, having no Light in them ?* 


To which I anſwer, why not? for This is the 


Condemnation of Men, that. Light is come into the 


World, and they loved Darkneſs rather than 
Light, John iii: 19. So that you ſee; Sir, tho 
Light is come, ſome remain in Darkneſs, be- 
cauſe their Deeds are Evil: for every one that 
doth Evil, hateth the Light, neither cometh to the 
Light, leſt his Deeds ſhouldbe reproved, John iii. 20. 
But nevertheleſs a Ray of divine Light, thro? the 
eternal Word, is come unto all: for I read John i. 5. 
that the Light even ſhineth in Darkneſs, tho? the 


Darkneſs comprehended it not. And thus, Sir, by 


the Help of our God and his holy Word, what 

you thought a Contradiction is eaſily reconciled, 
and conſequently tis made clearly evident, that 
the Spirit which ſpoke in you, when you wrote 
your Remarks, and the Spirit ſpeaking in the 
Scriptures, are as different and oppoſite, as the 

Spirit of Truth and the Spirit of Error. 

In this Remark I obſerve you alſo accuſe me 
of - © boafting of the Spirit which J have re- 
ceived,” To which J alſo anſwer; Bleſſed, yea, 
for ever bleſſed be the Gop and Father of our 
Lord Jesvs CHRIST, I can, with the Apoſtle 
St. Paul ſay, He hath not given me the Spirit 
of Fear, but the Spirit of W Tit whereby 
M Ican 
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Fean ery, Abba, Father; the Spirit of Love and 
Power, and a found Mind: or with St. Joby, 
we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 
which he hath given us. But if you ſhould 
ſay, this Glory was a Privilege peculiar to the 
Apoſtles, and that in other Chriſtians tis Pre- 
famption ; I recommend to your ſerious Con- 
ſideration, that plain but full Anſwer of the 
great Mr. Calvin; with you perhaps it may 
have more Weight and Authority than any 
that I could frame, though I ſhould frame one 
never ſo wiſely. You have it in the third Book 
of his Inſtitutions, Chap. 2. They (that is 
his Adverſaries) cry out, that it is not without 
great temerity, that we dare ſo boaſt of the Spi- 
rit of Chris. Who would believe that the Sot - 
tiſhneſs of theſe Men were ſo great, who would 
be eſteem'd the Maſters of the World, that 
they ſhould ſo fail in the firſt Principles of Re- 
ligion ? verily I could not believe it, if their own 
Writings did not teſtify as much. Paul ac- 
counts thoſe the Sons of God, who are atted by 
the Spirit of God. Theſe though they ceaſe 
not to call upon Gop, do nevertheleſs demit the 
Spirit, by whoſe Guiding he is rightly to be 
called upon. He denies them to be the Sons of 
Gor, or Servants of CfyrisT, who are not 
led by his Spirit; but theſe feign a Chriſtia- 
nity that needs not the Spirit of CHRIST. He 
makes no Hope of the blefſed Reſurrection, 
unleſs we feel the Spirit reſiding in us: but theſe 


feign a Hope without any ſuch a Feeling. But 
perhaps 
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acknowledge it. What means he then when 
commands the Corinthians to try tbemſelves if 
they be in the F aith z to examine themſelves whe- 


n 
perhaps they will anſwer, That they deny not 


6 that it is neceſſary to have it, only of Mo- 


deſty and Humility we ought to deny and not. 


they have ChRIST, whom whoſoever acknow- 
ledges not dwelling in him, is a Reprobate ? by 
the Spirit which he hath given us, ſaith John, we 
know that be abideth in us. And what do we 
then elſe, but call in queſtian CHRIS his Pro- 
miſe, while we would be eſteem'd the Servants of 
Gop without his Spirit, which he declared he 
would pour out on all his ? Seeing theſe Things 


are the firſt Grounds of Piety, it is miſerable 
Blindneſs to accuſe Chriſtians of Pride, becauſe 


they dare glory of the Preſence of the Spirit; 
without which glorying, Chriſtianity itſelf could 


not be. But by their Example they declare, 


how truly CHRIST ſpake, ſaying, That his Spi- 


rit was unknown to the World ; and that thoſe 


only acknowledge it with whom it remains.” 
Thus far Mr. Calvin, in anſwer to that Part of 
your Remark, where you accuſe me of Boaſt- 
ing, becauſe I glory of the Preſence of the Spi- 


rit of CHRIST: if you will not hear me, perhaps 


you may hear him. 

And now, Sir, by Gop's Help I have diſ- 
tinctly confider'd, and I hope fully anſwer'd all 
your Objections : if you think proper either to 
reply unto this, or to make any further Re- 


marks, Permit me to adviſe you to uſe ſofter 
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Words, if harder Arguments : I thus adviſe, 


not for mine own Sake, but yours : for though 
you ſhould not only call me vain Boaſter, de- 


luded, poſſeſſed with the Spirit of Antichriſt , 


Blaſphemer ; but if you could, any thing worſe ; 
yea, if, Sir, you ſhould denoatce againſt me 


all the Anathamas from Genefis to the Reve- 


lations, as they would not all amount to one 
Argument, ſo neither could they hurt me: 
for how .can you curſe whom Go Þ hath 


bleſſed? how ſhall the Curſe cauſeleſs come? 
But I am afraid you would hereby hurt your- 
ſelf, as well as the Cauſe you eſpouſe. Let 
let me intreat you then for your own Sake, to 


be more calm in Arguing; lay aſide your pre- 


ſent Fierceneſs; it will make even Errors 


Faults, and Truth itſelf Diſcourteſy: as far 
as I know myſelf, my Deſire is to be try'd 
to the uttermoſt; and wherein ſoever I am 
found either in Sin or Error, let the Righ- 
teous ſmite me friendly and reprove me, but let 
not their precious Balms break my Head. 


1 am, 


IX. 


Your Servant for CHRIST's Sake, 


JOHN GREEN. 
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A RIGHT 
s COMFORTABLE DIA L OGUE 


BETWEEN THE 


LORD and a Troubled SOUL. 
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X The L. O R P. 1 
d ol 50 My Beloved, why feareſt thou, and i | 


art ſo caſt down and diſquieted within 

LOR N thyſelf? doſt thou well to be angry 
t with my Chaſtiſements? and to be 
| offended that I ſhould make thee like to my- 
ſelf, cauſing thee to walk in that Way of inward 

and outward Griefs, which I have trod before 

| thee? why refuſeſt thou to take up my Croſs 

and follow me? wherefore art thou unwilling to 

taſte of that Cup, which I dran# before thee, 

and for thee ? have not I left thee an Example 

that thou, in thy Meaſure ſhould'd follow my 

. Steps? and enter into my Glory? 
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The S 0 U L. 


o Lord give me thy Spirit, and all Trouble 


with thee or for thee, ſhall be ſweet unto me : 


whatſoever thou didſt bear, O Lord, it was for 


me: and if I was diſpos'd as I ought, then 
ſhould I be content to bear all that thou, my 
Gop, would'ſt pleaſe to lay upon me, But alas, 
tis my curſed Corruption that makes me think 
thy Croſs my Burthen, Lord therefore uphold 


me with thy Grace, that I may count thy Yoke, 


eaſy, and find Joy in theſe Sufferings with thee, 


The L O R D. 


I know the Cauſe of thy Grief and Terror to 
be the Conſideration of thy Sins: but I pray 
thee, why look'it thou ſo to thy Sins, that thou 
look*it not alſo to my Mercies ? why ſhould'ſt 
thou ſo extol thy evil Deeds, that thou ſhould'ſt 
extenuate my rich Mercies ; or in any way com- 

the one with the other ? was it for thy good 
Deeds that I firſt entered into F riendſhip with 
thee ? and thinkeſt thou now that for thy evil 
Deeds, I will utterly forſake thee, ſeeing it is 
among my Praiſes that the Work which I be- 
gin I perfect? I like it well indeed to ſee thee 
grieved for the Sins thou haſt done againſt me; 
but I would have thee alſo comforted in the 
Mercies that I have ſhewed thee. Call to mind 
my Works of old, and what I have done to 


thee ſince thou canſt remember: how cared 1 
for 


8 228 2209 MD wm 
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for thee in thy young and tender Tears? look 
back now and ſee, did not the Angel of my 
Preſence lead thee, when thou had*ſt no Wiſ- 
dom or Strength to govern thee ? did I not 
then begin to acquaint thee with the Knowledge 
and Fear of my Name? canſt thou now deny 
that my Mercy preſerved thee from many Sins, 
whereunto thy Nature was prone and ready to 
have declined ? and when thou ſinned'ſt, with 
what long Patience have I waited thy Return- 
8 ing; and how long have I winked at thy Tranſ- 
greſſions? and when I had given thee Grace 
to repent of thy Sins, and to ſeek my Favour 
and Mercy for the Sins of thy Youth, with a 
melting Heart and a mourning Eye; canſt thou 
deny that I have filled thy Heart with my Joys, 
and made thy Tongue burſt out in glorying 
Speeches ? why then wilt thou not truſt in my 
Mercies to the End ? 
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I ſhould be, O Lord, moſt unthankful if I 
ſhould not confeſs, that many a time in the 
Multitude of my Thoughts, thy Mercies have 
greatly refreſh'd me: but alas, I have not an- 
ſwer d thy Loving-kindnefles : for after many 
Mercies received, I have finned againſt thee 
contrary to my Light, and my Sins are now be- 
fore me, witneſſing that I am unworthy any more 
0 to taſte of the Sweetneſs of thy Mercy. 
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1 my Mercy only for a Day, or a Month, of 


a Year? or is it for ever and ever towards thoſe 
whom I have made mine in CHRISTHH Jzsvs { 
wilt thou reſtrain my Mercies, and limit them 
within ſo narrow Bounds, as to think they can: 
not be extended over all thy Tranſgreſſions ? 


| wilt thou meaſure my Mercies with ſo narrow 


a Span, as to think I have no more to give than 
thou haſt a Heart to receive? is it not among 
my Praiſes, that I am able to do exceeding a- 
bundantly above all that my Children can aſk 
or think of me? knoweſt thou not, that as the 
Heavens are above the Earth, ſo my Thoughts 
are above thine? haſt thou not conſider'd that 
my Mercy is above all my Works? how muck 
more then is it above thee, who art nothing in 
Compariſon of my Works ? and if it be above 
thee, how much more above all which thou 
canſt do ? why then wilt thou match thy Sins 
with my Mercies? if I require ſuch Mercy in 
my Children, that I will have one of them 
to forgive another, not only ſeven times, but 
ſeventy times ſeven times; what Pity and Com- 


paſſion, and Readineſs to forgive is in my- 


ſelf? 

Therefore, my Beloved, deſpair not for the 
Multitude of thy Sins; but be comforted with 
my Promiſes of Mercy: I have made them 


without any Exception of Time: for at what 
Time 


11 
Time ſocver a Sinner doth repent bim of his Sins, I 
have promiſed to put a way his Wickedneſs out of 
my Remembrance. I have made them without 
Exception of Sins; for though your Sins were as 
gcarlet, they ſhall be made as white as Snow, 1 
have made them without Exception of Perſons z 
for whoſocver ſball depart from his wicked Ways, 


* 


and turn to me, I will receive him. Let this 
7 threefold Univerſality of my Promiſes ſuſtain 
1 thee, that thy Infidelity contract not my Mer- 
, cies into narrower Bounds than I have extended 
5 them. 

6 5 
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. Be - mereifol, O Lord, to my infdelity 

* believe in Part, Lord help my Unbelief ; 5 
h bliſh and confirm my unſtable Heart with thy 
50 good and holy Spirit. My Conſcience doth in 
. ſuch Sort condemn me, that I ſtand in Fear of 
15 thy Juſtice; for thou art greater than the Con- 
23 ſcience, and will much more condemn me, if 
” thou doſt enter into Judgment with me. 

m 
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y- O, my Beloved, conſider that the Cauſe of 


thy preſent Unquietneſs, is becauſe that with the 
the one Eye thou lookeſt at thy Sins, and my Fa- 
1th ther's Juſtice : and with the other lookeſt not 
em : me, in whom his Juſtice is ſatisfied, and thy 
hat Sins puniſhed already. Tell me (I pray thee) 
zme N thinkeſt 
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thinkeſt thou to get in thyſelf, and the Holi- 
neſs of thy Diſpoſition, that which ſhall exempt 
| thee from the Fear of his Juſtice ? or art thou 


content to ſeek it in me ? If in thyſelf, thou 
ſeekeſt it, remember what thou art doing: wilt 
thou have the Lord bound and obliged to thee ? 
wilt thou be thine own Saviour? or ſhall it be ſaid 


his Mercy ſaved thee not? If no Miſery were in 


thee, whereupon ſhould his Mercy be manifeſ- 
ted ? and if thy Diſpoſition in the Earth were 
altogether ſuch as ſhould be, then what remain- 
eth, but that the Price of his Mercy ſhould fall 
to the Ground ? turn thee therefore to me and 
ſeek thy Life in me. 

If thou wilt know what is thine : thou art 


a Sinner; let my Praiſe be reſerved to my- 
ſelf: J am thy Saviour, eſteemeſt thou that 


my Words are ineffectual ? or that there is no 
Force in my Sufferings? counteſt thou thy Sins 
ſo deadly, that my Merit and Virtue cannot cure 


them? will a Phyſician pour out a rare Oint- 


ment, either where no Need is, or elſe where 
it cannot profit ? and thihkeſt thou that my Fa- 
ther would have my Blood to be ſhed in vain ? 
If his Juſtice terrify thee, remember his Juſ- 


tice was fatisfied in me, and that he himſelf 


pronounceth this Sentence, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am <eil pleaſed, I came into the 
World, not to call the Righteous, but Sinners 


to Repentance, Tarry not from me, becauſe. 


thou art a Sinner, but for that very Reaſon 
come unto me, and ] will refreſh thee. 


alt. - avon 
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O Lord, I know that there is a Cleanſing and 
reconciling Virtue in thy Blood, and that Life is 
jn thy Death: but ſtil] I fear my Sins deſerve, 
thou ſhouldeſt neither apply thy Virtue nor thy 
Merit to me: for alas, I find that yet the 
old Man is ſtrong and lively in me: and that 
yet the Motions of Sin have Power in me to 
bring forth Fruit unto Death, 


Te L O Rk DB. 


Be not, I pray thee, injurious to the Work 
of my Grace in thee; complain not ſo of thy 
Corruption: but that thou may'ſt give unto 
me mine own Praiſe. Canſt thou deny, but that 
thou haſt felt my Power working in thy Soul? 
have I not fprinkled thy Conſcience many Times 
with the pacifying Blood of CHRIST; from 
which hath flowed to thee ſuch a Witneſſing of 
good Things, ſuch a Senſe of Mercy, as for the 
Time, hath filled thy Heart with Joy, and thy 
Mouth with Songs of Praiſe ? have I not ſome- 
time ſtirred thee up in great Fervency, to call 
upon the Name of the Lord? have I not made 
thee to give Cyr1sT's Name a publick Teſti- 
mony, to thy own Diſadvantage? and how oft 
hath thy Heart been effectually moved at tae 
Hearing of my Word; in ſhort, that it hath 
wrought in thee an holy Remorſe, and an in- 
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ward Contrition for thy Sins, which hath broken 
cout into Tears? have I not made thee a Weref. 
tler againſt thy inordinate Lufls ? have I not 
| given thee Strength many a time to and a- 
gainſt Satan's Temptations; whereas if 1 had 
left thee to thyſelf, how often wouldſt thou have 
been made a Prey to thine Enemy? 
Remembereſt thou not that the Tempter 
hath aſſaulted thee, but 1 have withdrawn the 
Occaſion of Sin; and when the Occaſion ſer- 
ved, did not I reſtrain and hold back the 
Tempter ? yea, when both the Tempter and 
Occaſion were preſent, haye I not filled thy 
Heart with. the Fear and Love of my Name, 
and fo kept thee from finning againſt me? and 
whereas many times of thy Weakneſs thou haſt 
offended, Aid I not with a melting Heart and 
mourning Eye, raiſe thee again, and renew my 
former Familiarity with thee, fo that thou cant 
never fay, from the firſt Hour that I began to 
renew thee, that I ſuffer'd thee to lie in thy 
Sin, as] have done others that are Strangers to my 
Grace? and many more notable Effects of my 
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1 Working in thee thou canſt not deny. ( 
| f | Are not theſe the undoubted Tokens of my 1 
Grace in thee? will Nature do ſuch Things? \ 
"i  may'it thou not feel by theſe, that I have be- ( 
4 gun to apply to thee Cnr1sT's Merit for the 1 


Remiſſion of thy Sin, and CR N15 T's Virtue for 
quickening thee to a new Late? 
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Therefore think of thyſelf as baſely as 
thou wilt, but let the Work of my Grace be 
eſteem'd of thee according to its Excellency : 
be humble. and caſt down when thou lookeſt 
to thine own Corruption : I find no Fault with 
thee, but I rejoice and am glad at the new 
Workmanſhip which I have begun in thee. In- 
deed if there were nothing in thee, but that 
which thou haſt of Nature, thy Eſtate were mi- 


ſerable; but ſeeing thou ſeeſt a new Workman- 


ſhip in thee, be comforted : art thou fo in 
Darkneſs that there is no Light in thee? or 
doth Sin ſo poſſeſs thee, that be ge it, there is 
not alſo in thee a Will to do Good, and a 
Love to Righteouſneſs? if thou ſay'ſt thou 
haſt no Sin in thee, thou art a Liar: and if thou 
ſayſt I have no Grace and Mercy tor thee, thoy 
art a Liar alſo: for thinkeſt thou that ſeeing I 
have begun to tranſlate thee from Darkneſs in- 
to my Light, and to make thee a new Crea- 
ture; thinkeſt thou that I will leave thee until 
[ have done my Work in thee ? Therefore my 
beloved give not ſuch Ear to Satan or thine own 
Corruptions as to take their Teſtimony againſt 


me, or to make thee think that my Pledges 
which I have given thee are not worthy of 


Credit, that by them thou ſhould'it be aſ- 


ſur'd of Mercy. 


The 
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I cannot deny, O Lord, but that many times 
IJ have felt the Sweetneſs of thy heavenly Conſo- 
jations, which have greatly rejoiced my Soul. 
But alas my Grief is ſo much the greater, that 
by my own Default I ſhould be depriv'd of 


them: for I have griev'd thy holy Spirit; yea, 
J have done what I could to quench him: and 
therefore it is that the Comforter, who was 


wont to refreſh my Soul, is away, nor can [I feel. 
his Preſence with me as before, 


The L O R O. 
Becauſe I am not changed, therefore is it that 


: ye, Oye Sons of Jacob, are not conſumed. Ma- 


ny indeed are the Changes whereunto ye are 


ſubject, but 7 remain the fame, and with me 


there is no Variableneſs or Shadow of turning. 
Be not therefore afraid, O my Beloyed ; neither 
eſteem thyſelf to be rejected of me, tho? ſome- 
times I hide my Face from thee z all my Ways 
are Mercy and Truth to my own. It is for 
thee that ſometimes I go from theez and it 1s 


for thee that again I return unto thee : for if 


I come, it is for thy Conſolation, that continual 
Heavineſs, through thy manifold Temptations, 
ſhould not oppreſs thee. How oft haſt thou 


found this when thou wert fick of Love, I have 


ftrengthen'd thee with the Flagons of my Wine, 


and comforted thee with my Apples ? My 
SI. ruit 
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Fruit hath been ſweet in thy Mouth, and 1 
have put my left Hand under thy Head, and 
with my right Hand 1 have embraced thee. 
Cart. ect e 

But leſt the Greatrels of my ce 
ſhould exalt thee to diſdain thy Brother, and 
offend me, by. imputing that to thy own Diſpo- 
fition which thou haſt of my Diſpenſation ; I 
have again withdrawn theſe glorious Feelings 
from thee : give me the Praiſe, that I know 
beſt what is expedient for thee. | Had my Ser- 
vant Paul need to be humbled with the Buffetings 
of the Meſſenger of Satan, leſt he ſhould have 
been exalted above Meaſure by the Greatneſs 


of his Revelations ; and haſt not thou need that 


by thy inward Exerciſes I ſhould hold thee 
humble ? If my Comfort was always preſent 
with thee, thou mighteſt take thy Heaven and 
continuing City to be on Earth, and ſo ceaſe to 
enquire for a better Country: thou would'ſt 
take the Place of thy Baniſhment for thy Home; 
and the Earneſt for the Principal Sum which I 
have promis'd thee. Confider this wiſely with 
thyſelf, that although I ſmile not alike on 
thee at all times, and fill the not always with 
my Joys, yet I always love thee : for whom I 
love I love unto the End. If I cloſe the Door 
of my Chamber upon thee, it is not to hold 
thee out, but to learn thee to knock. If I 
cover myſelf with many Vails, ſo that thou 
canit not ſee a Glance of my loving Counte- 


nance, 
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| nance, it is only to ſtir thee up to ſeek me. If 


my Hand ſeem to be againſt thee, tiny Heart 
is with thee. And if ſometimes I ſeem to go 
from thee, it is to provoke thee to follow me, 
that thou may*ſt make haſte from Earth to 


Heaven, where thou ſhalt continvally and eter: 


nally enjoy me. Was Fo/eph fo wiſe as to con- 
ceal his tender Affection from his Brethren, till 
he had brought them to an humble Acknows 
tedgment of their Sin; and was he again fo 
loving, that when he faw them humbled, his 
Affection was inflamed, and compelled him to 


reveal himſelf unto them ; and thinkeſt thou 


that I am leſs wiſe and loving in dealing with 
mine own. 

I gave at the firſt ſharp Auer to the Pe- 
titions of that Woman of Canaan : fo will J 
ſometimes ſeem to deal roughly with thoſe 
whom I love, and to be angry even at their 
Prayers: but in the End I will make my Love 
manifeſt unto them, and with my endleſs Mer- 
cies embrace them, For a ſmall Moment will 

I ſeem to forſake them; but with great Mer- 
cies will I gather them. In a little Wrath will 


1 hide my Face from them for a Moment, but 
with everlaſting Kindneſs will I have Mercy 
on them ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, Jaiah | 


liv. 7, 8 
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Suffer me yet once again, Lord, to ſpeak un- 


thee, that thou may'ſt anſwer me, and 1 ſhall : 
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tomplain no more. If I faw that ficch was y 


Diſpoſition; as thy holy Word doth require in 
me, then ſhould thy Comforts rejoice me: but 
alas, how far am I from that which I ſhould 
be ? My strength faileth, therefore do my in- 
ordinate Affections oft times overcharge me. If 


I turn me to pray, I cannot for the Hardneſs 


of my Heart: the contrite Spirit, the meltin g 


Heart, the mourning Eye, is gone from me: 
if I ſeek Comfort in thy Word, I find it not; 


Jam troubled alſo with Doubtings, Armies of ; 


Fears and Sorrows are againſt me, and all 
through Weakneſs of my Faith: for partly for 
Want of that Light that ſhould inform me; my 
Infidelity abuſeth me; ſo as to make me think 
that thy Viſitations come from thine Anger, 
and cauſeth me to anſwer the Errors of my Con- 
ſcience, as though they were juſt Accuſations : 
and partly for Want of that apprehending and 
applying Virtue that is in Faith, I am fpoiled 
of the Comfort that thy Word hath offered un- 


to me: therefore, O Lord, have Pity on the 


deſolate State of my Soul. 


Ate L © R P. 


Let not, my Beloved, the Conſideration of 


thy Wants, Defects, and Imperfections diſ- 
courage thee: remember that the Meaſure of 
Grace which I have given to my Saints upon 


Earth, I have called it an Earneſt Penny, and 


O0 firſt 
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Firſt Fruitg of the Spirit 3 3 to tell them chat 


Whatever Grace they Have gotten, it is nothing 
in Compariſ6H bf that which they will get. Sek 
not ctefote that in the Earth Which I kaye 
Fefolvid not to give into thee till thou come 
to Heaven. Thy Bleſſedneſs in this Life ſtands 
not in 0 and full Enj joying of that which 
thon would have, but in an hungring and 


khirſting for it.“ If I had pronounced them 


bleſſed 
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In this — Life Ialſo believe with bur Charch, none art 
deliver'd, either from the Inbeing of Sin, or the Piſibiliy if 
fonning ; but even in them that are regenerated, the Infet- 


tion of Nature, the Sportes cxgxo;, doth remain, and ther- 


fore they alſo may. fall into Sin, . and .by the Grace of 
Gov riſe again. art. 9. 16. But if any ſhould Aſc, 
Wherefore Gop ſuffers the Remains of Sin in his Chil- 
Aren till Death ? I anſwer, It is for the greater Glory 
of Gop, the greater Good of kis Children, and * greater 
Confuſion of Satan. For, 

Firſt, Hereby his Children's Faith and Patience are 
more exerciſed and increaſed : and when theſe are tricd, 
Increaſed and manifeſted ; Glory 1s thereby given to 
Gov, Rom. iv. 20. as well as Good to his Children, and 
Confuſton to Satan, 

Secondly, Gop ſuffers Sin to vemnth in and to afflict 
thoſe who are in CR IST, for their greater Humiliation: 
that they may be the more ſenſible of what Grace doth for 
them ; and as it were conſtrainꝰd to run to CuEIs Tr, that 
they may receive more Grace. And, 


* 
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bleſſed that are now ſatisfied with e 


neſs, then thy Wants ts might haye mo juttly 
diſcouraged thee : but! have called them bleſſe 
that hunger. If therefore thou doſt follow of 
ter Holineſs, and art wea of the Seryitude of 
thy Sin; if thou doſt 7 ek Comfort in my 
Word, and canſt find none of theſe at the fir vid 
25 thou would it; yet remember,” I have pro- 
mis d to fulfil the Deſires of them that fear me. 
If it grieve thee that thou canſt not ray 
at all times alike, rememher that my, ak 
are oft-times 7 Judges of themſclves; 3 ang 
that their Eſtate is not always to be meafur d 
according to their Feeling ; for many Prayers 
may be made in them to me, by my Spirit, wit, 
Sighs and Sabs, which they them ie! es are ngt 
able to expreſs; yet are known to me, and 
are like loud cryin Yoices, thi h 1 annot 
ak anſwer,” 7 * Pt Ae 


„„ 0h 
O my Soul content thee with the Lord's 
IR and doubt not but all thy Wants 


Thirdly, Death is the Fruit of Sin, and that Weapon 
whereby Satan had intended to deſtroy, Mankind: but our 
Gop by making Death to be the Death of Sin, not only 
Aiſappoints the Adverſary of his Hope, but he makes the 
Gate of Deſtruction, to his Children, the Gate of Liſe; 
euts off as it were the Head of Goliah with his own Sword, 


and more than defeats Satan, even by that very Means | 
whereby | he had thought to have eternally tyrannized over 
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and holy Deſires ſhall once be ſatisfied: remem. 
ber how careful thy Saviour was of thoſe. People 
that followed him, I haye Compaſſion, faith 
he, on this People, becauſe they have continued 
with me already three Days, and have nothing 
fo eat; I will not let them depart faſting, leſt 
they faint by the Way.” O moſt ſweet and 
comfortable Speeches! they ſeek not from him, 
and he is careful to give them, If he was 0 
careful to ſatisfy their bodily. Neceſſities, will 
he negle& the ſpiritual Neceſſities of his own? 
They followed him three Days, and he counted 
it a long Time; they are to go from him, 
And he feareth, leſt they faint, O my diſtruſt: 
ful Soul, wilt thou once learn to truſt in the 
Mercy os thy Gop aſſuredly? will he not fa- 
tiate thee vio ſceks him? will he not anſwer 
thee, who. cries, unto him? will he not care 
'for thee who haſt waited upon him, not three 
Days, but many Years ? and will he let thee 
faint in following him, who would not let them 
faint, who were to go from him? O ſweet, Sa- 
viour, happy are they who truſt in thee. Lord, 
therefore increaſe my Faith in thee, that nothing 
may be able ever to ſunder me from ca | 


. 


| As for the Weakneſs of thy F Ach, which ] 

ſee is the Ground of all thy Trouble; it pro- 

 ceedeth either from the Want of Knowledge, 

or elle from the Want of Application. It is 
| indeed 
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indeed a ſpecial Benefit to have the Mind enlighe 


tened with true Light. Seek therefore n my Light 


to ſhine unto thee by continual Prayer and 
ſearching the Scriptures, that thou be not trou- 
bled with the Error. of Conſcience, as if it were 
a juſt Accuſation. I have ſet Conſcience indeed 
to be a Warner unto thee ; but then ſhalt thou 
take heed to her Warnings, when they are 
warranted by my Word. If the Error of thy 


Conſcience terrify thee in any Thing; and make 


thee think that thy Croſſes and Viſitations come 
from mine Anger, go and inform Conſcience 
better by the Word: remember whom I chaſ- 
tiſe J love; and when J chaſtiſe thee, I am 


not ſeeking a Satisfaction to my Juſtice: what 


marvel fuch Thoughts diſquiet many? Conſi- 
der, I pray thee, that notable Promiſe of mine, 
made to my Servant David, and in him to 
all the reſt of my Saints, F they break. my Sta- 


tutes, and keep not my Commanaments ; then will 


J wifit their Tranſgreſions with the Rod, and 


their Iniquity with Stripes. NEVERTHELESS 


my Loving-kindneſs will I not take from them, 
nor ſuffer my Faithfulneſs to fail. My Covenant 
1 will not break, nor alter the Thing that is gone 


out of my Lips, Pſ. Ixxxix. Conſider alſo that 


other Declaration of mine, which hath ſince 


been made for thy Inſtruction, My Sheep hear 


my Voice, and I know them, and they follow me, 
And I give unto them eternal Life, and they 
ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any one pluck them 

out 
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out of my Hand. My Father which gave then 


me is greater than All: and no Man is able ts 


Pluck them out E my Father's Hand. 


The s 0 U L. 


O Words full of Comfort! my Soul forget 
them never; that even when his Rods are laid 
on thee, yet his Loving-kindneſs is not taken 
from thee ; and though thy Tranſgreſſions be 
many, yet he will not alter his Covenant with 
thee : none ſhall be able to pluck thee out af 
his Hands, neither ſhalt thou ever perth. Re- 
member this, I ſay, that in thy Trouble thou 
give no more Place to theſe Miſconceptions of 
Gop's Working with thee, As Godly Ja 
thought in his Trouble, that the Lord was pur- 
ſuing him for his Sins, and making him to 
poſſeſs the Iniquity of his Youth, which yet ap- 
pears by the Courſe of that Hiſtory, was not 
the Lord's Intention: ſo have I thought many 


times, that the heavy Hand of the Lord laid 


on me, proceeded from-his Wrath, -as if he had 
ſhut up his tender Mercy in Diſpleaſurę from 
me for ever. But Lord let thy Light abide 


with me, that I fin no more with ſuch diſtruſt- 
ful Motions againſt thee. And now, Lord, 
ſpeak on yet further to thy Servant; for thy 


Comforts have rejoiced my Soul. 


The 
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Now, concerning the Weakneſs of thy Faith, 
in the Apprehenſion and Application of my 
Promiſes, remember, that I am he who will 
not break the bruiſed Read, nor quench the 
ſmoking Flax : what ſmaller Thing is there than 
a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed? albeit the Meaſure of 
thy Faith were no more, yet have I not ex- 
cluded it from the Participation of my Promi- 
ſes. A loving Father will delight to be holden 
by the Hand of his tender Child; and knoweſt 
thou not that as a Father ſpareth his Son, ſo 
will the Lord ſpare them that fear him ? haſt 
thou not read, that although the Faith of my 
Servant Jacob was very weak, as thou may'(t 
perceive by the great Fear he conceived of 
Efau, yet his weak Faith was able to hold me 


till 1 bleſſed him? be not therefore diſcour- 


aged; for although thou canſt not lay hold 
on me with the Hand of ſtrong Faith, if thou 


eaniſt but touch the Hem of my Garment with 


thy Finger, thou ſhalt draw Virtue out of 
me. Conſider alſo with thyſelf, that the Faith 
of my Children is never greater, than when 
their Feeling is weakeſt, and leaſt perceiv'd. It 
is eaſy for every one to believe in the midſt of 
glorious Feelings, and unſpeakable Joys : but 
when a Man can feel no ſenſible Comfort in me, 
and yet believe in me, and waiteth on me for 
Comfort; ä the Faith of that Man is 


Freat 
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great, and ſuch was the Faith of my Servant, 
who in his greateſt Trouble, gave me this An- 
ſwer, Though thou flayeſt me, O Lord, yet, both 
againſt Senſe and Feeling, will I truſt in thee, 
And did not alſo that Woman of Canaan with 
invincible Faith cleave to my Mercy, even then 
when ſhe had no Feeling of Mercy; and I gave 
her no favourable Anſwer? for which in the End 
I called her Faith a great Faith. 
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O my Saviour, thou art the Strength whereby 
1 ſtand in Temptation : curſed be he that would 


make my Soul conceive wrongfully of thee. Be 


merciful, O Lord, unto mie, and never let the 
Malice of mine Enemy prevail againſt me. 


Sweet Jzsus, keep the Heart that thro? thine 


own Grace would fain keep thee. And now, 
my Soul, remember that this is but the Time 
of Fighting; the Time of Triumphing will 
come : why then ſhould the Countenance of theſe 
reſteſs Aſſaults diſquiet thee ? if thou hadſt never 
been victorious but once in all thy Lifetime; 
yet what Mercy had it been that the Lord in 
the midſt of the Battle ſhould make thee to tri- 
umph ? But thou canſt not deny, that many 
Joyful Victories before this, hath the Lord given 
thee. | 

Therefore now, O my Soul, rejoice and turn 
to thy former Reſt ; for the Lord hath been 
beneficial to thee : and account thou every one 


of 
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of theſe temporal Victories a Pledge to thes of 
that full and final Victory, that once thou ſhalt 


enjoy over all thy Enemies, when the Gop of 
Peace ſhall read down Satan under thy Feet. 


The Soul rejoiceth in the LORD. 


0 Lord if ſuch Comfort be i in thy Croſs; what 
is in thy Crown? and if thou doſt give us ſuch 
Joy, when thou takeſt us into thy Hand, to 
correct us with thy Rods; Lord what wilt thou 
make us to find, when thou ſhalt embrace us 
with thy Arms, to kiſs us with the Kiſſes of thy 
Mouth ? O, that theſe Feelings might ever 
abide with me: what Trouble would not be 
eaſy, where thy Comforts afe preſent ; ? ſurely; 
0 Lord, all trouble vaniſheth, ſo ſoon as thou 
doſt begin to glance upon my Soul. Therefore 
0 my Love, my Light, my Life, my Joy; my 
Crown, my Glory, my Strength, my Help in 
the Time of Need, itand thou on my Side, 
and I will not fear what mine Enemy can do un- 
to me. O happy Time that ever [ knew thee ! 


bleſſed be the Name of the Lord for ever more. 
The S O U L doth triumph over Satan. 


O Enemy, Satan, although thy Enmity be 
troubleſome unto me ; yet I thank my Gop 
through Jzsus CHRIST, that thou art againſt 
me, and that he hath put me in his Warfare to 
* againſt thee. 


P Whey 
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When J. confider that in Paradiſe the Lord 


| proclaimed. irreconcileable Enmity between thee 


and my, bleſſed Saviour, the Seed of the Wo- 
man, .CHR1sST, JESUS : I account my Lot hap- 


py, that thou art againſt me; and that Grace 


is given, unto me to fight againſt thee; for 


thereby I know that I am none of thine ; but 


Iſtand'on that Side whereof Ca R 187 is the Cap. 


tain; all his Saints are Soldiers, and the FORO 


is moſt certain. 


O deceitful Serpent! If I have found fuch Error 


ariſing from thoſe things, which fooliſhly I did, 
by thy Enticements ; what ſhould I have found, 


if I had followed thee in all the the reſt, from 


which the Lord's preventing Mercies kept me ? 
I have learn'd by Experience that thou art a 


faithleſs Traitor, thou doſt tempt a Man to 


fin, and for the ſame Sins which he did by 
thy Inſtigation; thou art the firft that doth 
accuſe him. 

The Lord confirm this _ ro: of my 


„% + eos» 


citddirverited any more with 7 deceitful 
Snares. And as for the Work of my Salvation, 
ſeeing it is a Work that my Gop will Work 
in ſpite of thee ; wherefore ſhall I regard thy 
Teſtimony ? thou didit put it in queſtion to my 


Saviour, whether or no he was the Son of 


Gop: and what marvel if thou dareſt ſay to his 
Children, that they are none of his? 48 there 


any 
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any Truth ſo undoubted, but thou dareſt deny 


it at any time? why therefore ſhould I enter 
into diſputing with thee ? my Salvation ſtandeth 
neither in thy queſtioning, nor in my anſwering”; ; 
but upon the Lord's uunchangable Decree of 
Election. 

If thou ſhould'ſt ſpeak for me, yet ſhould 
I not be the better; neither if thou ſpeak a- 
gainſt me, am I the worſe. When thou didft 
confeſs, that Jzsus was the Son of Gov, he 
rebuked thee, and thought it no Honour to 
have thy Teſtimony. When thou didſt cry 
out, that Paul and Silas were the Servants of 
the moſt high Gop, albeit thou ſpakeſt Truth, 
yet did they not accept thy Teſtimony : fo tho? 
thou would'(t ſay to me, that I am the elect 
Child of God, ſhall I think myſelf the ſurer 
for that? and if on the contrary thou doſt deny 
it, am I therefore the more unſure of Salvation? 
ſpeak what thou wilt, thou art always like thy- 


ſelf; thou haſt been a Liar from the Beginning. 


Curſed of the Lord art thou in all thy Ways, 
and with all thy Confederates : curſed are they 
that are in Friendſhip with thee : and bleſſed for 
ever be the Lord who hath deliver'd me from thy 
Deceit and Tyranny. 


The Concluſion of the D1aLoOGUE. 


Bleſſed be thou, O Lord, for that it hath 
pleaſed thee to viſit the baſe Eſtate of thy Ser- 


vant, to ſuccour me in my Diſtreſs, and to 
| comfort 
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comfort me with thy Mercies: Lord evermore 
feed me with this Manna: and refreſh me with 
the Springs of the Water of Life. Shew at 
all Times ſome Sign of thy Mercy on me, that 
mine Enemy, Satan, who laboureth to diſquiet 
me, may be aſham'd, becauſe thou art with me, 
nend my very preſent Help in Time of Trouble, 


A CourokTABZTII MEDITATION. 


If we rightly mark and conſider we ſhall find, 
that the Children of Gop, in all their Temp- 
tations, are not fo much Doers with their Will, 
as Sufferers againſt their Will. This T hought 
coming to my Mind hath ſuddenly cauſed Com- 

fort to ſpring, up in the midſt of Trouble : 
| Go giving me Grace to underſtand, that theſe | 
= Motions wherewith I am troubled, are not ſo 
much Actions done by me; and in Truth I do 
| not like or allow them; but againſt my Will 
ſuffer them as ſpiritual Oppreſſions of mine 
Enemy, who ſtill warreth againſt me: ſome- 
times with Armies of Fears, and Doubtings ; 
ſometimes with Bands of unclean and wandring 
Motions z and ſometimes with Troops of world- 
ly Cares, making Invaſion upon my Soul, and 
labouring to quench the Spark of ſpiritual Life, 
which the Lord hath begun in me: therefore 
anſwer for me, O Lord, for I ſuffer Violence. 
ual My Enemy would oppreſs me; but, Lord, my 
= Hope for ever is in thee: ſuccour me with 
Þy Strength, and I ſhall liye: and, O Lord, 
impute 


imo gulp . a Go 
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impute not to me any of thoſe finful Motions, 
which my Enemy raiſeth in me againſt my 
Soul. 

Conſider this wiſely, O my Soul, and remem- 
ber it well: Gop that hath enter'd thee into 
this Warfare, and is thy Spectator and Helper, 
will never reckon up to thee Satan's Deeds for 
thine : learn therefore how to diſtinguiſh them. 
Watch, wreſtle, fight, pray, wait, and faint 
not under them : but comfort thyſelf as long 
as thou art able to ſtand to thy Proteſtation, 
that thou doſt ſuffer Violence in them ; and 
canſt ſay with the Apoſtle, This is not I, but 
Sin which dwelleth in me. O Lord, de- 
liver me from the Rage of this ſpiritual Ty- 
ranny. Many a time have I looked to have 
been ſwallowed up; but thou haſt ſuſtained 
me. Bleſſed be my God for ever: and, O 
Lord, be thou my Strength unto the End. 


APRAYER fora SOUL in 
TEMPTATION. 


\ LorD, how can it be poſlible that my 
Soul can live here in this Abſence from 
thee ? or walk in the midſt of theſe continual 
Snares, or ſtand againſt theſe raging Tempta- 
tions, except it pleaſe thee now and then to 
ſhew thy Face unto me ? Foſeph's State in Pri- 
fon was not ſo heavy as mine : his Temptations 


in Potiphar? s Houſe, not ſo continual or ſo 
grievous 
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grie vous. Daniel's Fear in the midſt. of Lions, 
was not greater than mine, who tafte of a thou- 
ſand Deaths. Jeremiah was not in his dark 
Dungeon vexed with ſüch Horrors as gather 
themſelyes againſt me. The only Comfort of 
my Soul, O Lord, is in thy Mercies. Thou wert 


with Joſeph, and therefore the Priſon was more 


pleaſant to him than Patiphar's Palace. Thou 
wert with Daniel, and theręfore were the ra- 
ging Lions at Peace with him, Lord, be thou 
alſo with me, increaſe thy Strength in my Soul, 
and I ſhall live. O thou ever bleſſed and moſt 
gracious Redeemer, thou Lover of Souls and 
Succourer of the Tempted; I pray thee by thy 
own Temptation, by thy Agony and bloody 
Sweat, and by all thy ſtrong and bitter Cries 
and Tears, look down with Mercy and Compaſ- 
ſion upon me a poor, diſtreſſed, tempted Sin- 
ner. Suffer me not to faint under my Diſtreſs, 
or be overcome by the Temptation : but, Lord, 
proportion my Strength to this my ſuffering 
Day : give me unwearied Patience, make a 
Way for me to eſcape : O let me have a 


| happy Iflue out of this Affliction. O thou al- 


mighty and moſt compaſſionate High- Prieſt, 


look down with Pity on me, thy ſinful and un- 


worthy Creature : implunge me in thy merito- 
rious Death and Paſſion: waſh me in the Foun- 
tain, which cleanſeth from all Sin: create in 
me a new Heart, and renew a right Spirit 
within me. O my Ixsus, be thou with 


me and ſave me in the Fire and Water, and 
let 


( 219 ] 
let my Chaff and Droſs be burnt! up; my Filth 
waſhed away, but me brought into a wealthy 
Place. Jeu, Lord, let me be as pure Wheat 


gathered into thy Garner, as Gold ſeven Times 


purified in the Fire, and as a very 
Branch, prun'd and purg'd of thy Father. 
10 me be a Partaker of thy Holineſs, — 
out which, none can enter into thy King- 
— 
0 5 — art 8 one 3 betwine 
God and Man, the ever prevailing and con- 
tinual Interceſſor for thy People, pray that my 


Faith fail not ;, let it be as a Shield impenetra- | 


ble againſt all the fiery Darts of Satan. O let 
me never murmur or think it [range concerning 
theſe Fiery Trials, but rather rejoice, inaſmuch 
as therein I am a Partaker of thy Sufferings, 
my Lord and my Gov. And, Oh! thou once 


fuffering, but now glorified Saviour, though. 


the Time be not yet come wherein I ſhall appear 
in thy glorious Preſence; yet, Lord, let me 
in this deſert Land of my Pilgrimage, drink of 
the Brook of thy Conſolations by the Way: 
let me in this barren Vale cf. Miſery, in this 
Wilderneſs of Woe, be fed with heavenly Bread, 
and refreſhed with living Water. O let the 
Glances of thy ſweet and loving Countenance 


ſuſtain me: without this, Lord, my Faith can- 


not but fail, my Hope itſelf die away, and my 


very Life languiſh and prove an uſeleſs and 


tireſome Burthen.— O Lord, my Gop, hide not 


therefore thy Face from my Soul for ever, but 
make 
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make haſte to help me: after I have ſuffered à 
while; ſtrengthen, | ſtabliſh, ſettle, and perfect 
me: yea, Lord, as thou doſt acquaint me with 
Troubles, fo at all times let me ſee, that as my 
Sufferings abound, my Conſolations alſo a- 
bound thro' CHRIS TH IJ ESsus. I believe thou 
always beholdeſt me in Mercy; but, Lord, let 
me have a Feeling Poſſeſſion of thee; yea, when 
my Heart is duly prepar'd, lift up the Light 
of thy Countenance upon me, and let me taſte 
thy Mereies ſweet unto my Soul. Amen. 


FF 


HY MNS for the TEMPTED, from 
diffeterit Authors; 


ES U, my Truth, my Way, 
My ſure unerring Light, 
On thee my feeble Soul I ſtay, 
Which thou wilt lead aright 
My Wiſdom and my Guide, 
My Counſellor thou art; - 
O never let me leave thy Side, 
Or from thy Paths depart. 


2 I lift mine Eye to thee, 
My lovely bleeding Lamb, 
That I may ſtill enlighten'd be, 
And never put to Shame. 


J never 


10 1 
] never will remove 
Out of thy Hands my Cauſe, 
But reſt in thy redeeming Love, 
And hang upon thy Croſs. 


3 To thee when Sin dune nigh, 


O let me ſtill confeſs, 
(While trembling to thy Wounds 1 fly 
My utter Helpleſſneſs: 
Save, Lord ! I cannot bear 
This ſore Temptation” s Storm, 
Save, or I perith in Deſpair, 
O fave a dying Worm. 


4 Still let thy Spirit, Lord, 
Soon as the Foe comes 1n, 
His inſtantaneous Help afford, 
And ſtem the Tide of Sin : 
Lift up. the ſtandard Tree, 
Gainſt my o'er-powering Foe, 
And ſhew me thou haſt dy'd for me, 
And all my Sins o*erthrow. 


5 Teach me the happy Art 

In all Things to depend 

Oa Thee, who zever will depart, 
But love me to the End. 

Still fiir me up to ſtrive 
With thee in Strength divine, 

And every Moment, Lord, revive 
This fainting Soul of mine. 


2 5 
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6 Perſiſt to ſave my Soul 


Throughout the Fiery Hour, 
Till I am every Whit made whole 
And ſhew forth, Lord, thy Pow ; 
Thro? Fire and Water bring | 
Into the wealthy Place, 
And teach me the new Song to ſing, 
When perfected in Grace. 


RY NM 
| (Love; 
I Y Gor, my Gov, Np Light, my 
| Mine All in All to me : 
Wilt thou a gracious Father prove 
To Souls that hang on thee ? 


2 My Gop, my Gov, my Light, my Love; 
For thee I thirſt alone; 
The ſweeteſt Waters upon Earth, 
My Soul accounts as none. 


3 My Gop, my Gon: my Light, my Love, 
Mine only, only Friend: 
- I ſeek, I long, I look for thee, 
And wilt thou not attend ? 


4 My Gop, my Gop, my Light, my Love, 


O whither art thou gone ? 
Either be near unto me here, 
Or lift me to thy Throne. 


3 My 


woe. 


( "129; 2] 
5 My Gov, my Go, my Light, my Love, 
Canſt thou that Soul forſake ; 


That follows thee with reſtleſs Cries, 
Longing to overtake ? 


6 My Gor, my Gop, my Light, my Love, 
Thy Child intreats thy Stay; 
Father, ſhall not thy Bowels move ? 
O turn, and look this Way. 


7 My Gob, my Gop, my Light, my Love, 


Come, come, with me abide; 
Rejoice me with thy Preſence, Lord, 
I know no Joy beſide. 


8 My Gop, my Gop, my Light, my Love, 


Hear thou my mournful Cry : 
He hears, he hears me from above, 
He will not ſee me die. 


HY M N-. 1. 
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OW long, O Lord, ſhall I complain, 

Like one that ſeeks his God in vain? 

Canſt thou thy Face for ever hide ? 
And I ſtill pray, and be deny'd ? 


2 Shall I for ever be forgot, 


As one whom thou regardeſt not ? 
Still ſhall my Soul thy Abſence mourn ? 
And ſtill deſpair of thy Return? 


3 How 
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3 How long ſhall my poor troubled Breaft. 
Be with theſe anxious Thoughts a ? 
And, Satan, my malicious Foe, 

Rejoice to ſee me fink ſo low: 


4 Hear, Lord, and grant me quick Relief, 
Before my Death conclude my Grief ; 
If thou with-hold thy heavenly Light, 


I ſleep in everlaſting Night. 


5 How will the Pow'rs of Darkneſs boaſt, 
If but one praying Soul be loſt ? 
But I have truſted in thy Grace, 
And ſhall again behold N Face. 


6 Whate'er my Fears or Foes ſuggeſt, 
Thou art my Hope, my Joy, my Reſt ; 
My Heart ſhall feel thy Love and raiſe 
My chearful Voice to Songs of Praiſe. 


A 


MORNING PRAYER 
For a FAMILY. 


OST gracious and ever loving Father, 
we defire this Morning to adore and bleſs 
thee for all thy rich Mercies and abundant Lo- 


ving- -kindneſſes from time to time poured down 


upon 


4 
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upon us. Glory be to thy great Name, O 
Lon p, for thy creating and preſerving Mercy, 
but above all for thy everlaſting and redeeming 
Love in ChRIST JIESsUs, for the Means of 
Grace and that comfortable Hope of Glory, 
which thou haſt given us in thy eternal and 
well beloved Son, and our Saviour: particu- 
larly we deſire to praiſe thee for all the Mercies 
of the Night paſt : we thank thee for deliverin g 
us from all the Perils thereof, and for ſafely 
bringing us to the Beginning of another Day: 
it was of thy Mercy alone, O Lokp, that our 
Bodies did not ſleep their laſt, and that our 
Souls have not wak' d in everlaſting Burnings : 
it was thy Goodneſs which did watch about our 
Beds, and guard around our Dwellings. For 
all thy Mercies, Oh! thou moft gracious Gop, 

we defire this Morning to offer up unto thee a 
ſpiritual Sacrifice, holy and acceptable in CHRIST 
Jzsvs. Through him we deſire to receive more 
and more of thy Salvation, and at this Time to 
call upon thy Name. Yea, LoRD, we deſire 
to come unto thee, not truſting in our 
Righteouſneſs, but in the Death and Righteouſ- 
neſs of thy dear Son and our Saviour. We ac- 
knowledge that we are Sinners by Nature, and 
alſo by Practice, and not worthy to take thy 
Name in our Mouths, or to lift up our Eyes 
towards thee z but thou art the ever-gracious 
Gop, who pardoneth Iniquity, Tranſgreſſion, 
and Sin, and wouldeſt not the Death of a 
dinner. 


Look 
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Look down then, O God, with Mercy this 


Morning upon us poor Sinners, and accept us 


in thy Son. Pardon the Sin of our Nature, of 
our Heart, and of our Life. Scatter, moſt gra. 
cious Gop, the Darkneſs of our Nature; dif. 
perſe our Uvelief, and pierce through all the 
Gloom of Sin and Miſery. O thou bleſſed Son 
of Righteouſrcis, riſe this Day with Healing 
upon our Souls, and let our Path be as the 
ſhinins Light which ſhines more e and more unto 
the perfect Day. 

Aſſiſt us mercifully this Day, O Gop, with 
thy Grace and Holy Spirit, that we ſpend not 
our Lime vainly or idly, but that we may be 
always diligently employed in the Duties of our 
Calling to the Glory of thee our Gop, to the 
Benefit of our Brethren, and to the Diſcharge 
of our own Conſciences. O Lorp Gop, do 
thou cleanſe and inſpire all our Thoughts, keep 
and open our Mouths ; direct and proſper our 
Works ; yea, let our Thoughts, Words, and 
Works, be begun, continued, and ended in 
the Name of the Lok D Jesvs, and to the 
Glory of thee our Gop and Father. 

O thou blefled and dear Redeemer, thou 
once humbled, but now exalted and glorified 
Saviour, remember us thy poor finful Crea- 
tures, now that thou art in thy Kingdom : let 
us have this Day Power from above to deny 
ourſelves, to take up our Croſs, and as little 
Children to follow thee. O thou powerful and 
righteous Advocate, plead thou our Cauſe 


con- 
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continually, increaſe our Faith, and grant that 
it may never fail. In and with thee, O Lok p, 
let us labour, and ſuffer, and conquer, and 
triumph, and at laſt reign in thy Kingdom of 
Glory. | 
O thou ever bleſſed and eternal Spirit, thou holy 
and heavenly Dove, do thou this Day brood 
over our Nature's Night, enlighten our dark 
Underſtandings, rectify all our Miſtakes and 
fave us from all the dangerous Paths of Error. 
Influence thou our crooked and perverſe Wills 
let us feel thy Yoke eaſy, and thy Burthen 
light ; and this Day offer up all that we have, and 
all we that are, as Free-will Offerings unto thee 
our Gop. Wean our cold groveliing Affections 
from Things trifling, terreſtial, ſenſual, and 
infernal, and let them be fixed on thee ; enlarge 
our cold, little narrow Hearts, and fill and enflame 
them with thy pure Love alone. O thou divine Re- 
membrancer, make thou our Memory as a ſacred 
Treaſury, from whence we may bring out things 
new and old; bring to our Mind things that 
are true, honeſt, pure, lovely, and praiſe- 
vorthy; but above all, ſuch Things as are pro- 
table for our Salvation from Sin and Danger. 
O thou bleſſed and glorious, moſt gracious 
and Three One God, let us all fo ſeek thee 
that we may find thee and &row thee to be our 
Cop, and that we are thy faved People; and 
in knowing thee, let us love thee with all our 
Hearts; and in loving thee, let us ſtedfaſtly 
cleave 
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cleave unto thee; and in thy Power let us 
manifeſtly fight againſt the World, and Fleſh, 


and Devil ; chearfully run the narrow Path « 


thy Commandments, and at laſt receive a Croyy 
of Glory through Jzsus CHRIST our $a. 
viour. 

O Almighty LoR p, thou Creator and Preſervet 
of Mankind, be thou gracious to all the Children 
of Men; eſpecially be thou merciful to all that 
are called Chriſtians, and let all that name the 
Name of CHRIST depart from all Iniquity: keep 
direct and govern thy univerſal Church, even 
all that worſhip thee in Spirit and Truth, 
whatſoever they be called; haſten that Time 
when Names, and Sects, and wrangling Parties 
ſhall be 20 more; when every Knee ſhall bon, 
and every Tongue confeſs to Jesus ; when the 
Knowledge of thy Glory ſhall cover the Earth 
as the Waters cover the Sea. Be gracious, 0 
Gov, to all Chriſtian Kings and Princes; lt 
them ever remember thee to be the King of 
Kings, and learn to rule in thy Fear aud Love. 
Eſpecially, O Lord, ſhower down this and al 
thy choiceſt Bleſſings upon the Head of thy 
Seryant, and our gracious Sovereign, King 
George: bleſs him, O Lord God, in his Soul, 
and in his Body, bleſs him in his Government, 
and all his Royal Relations; ſtabliſh his Throne 
in Righteouſneſs, and uphold it with Mercy; 


let him long be an Inſtrument of much Good to 


theſe Nations; 2 nurfing Father to thy Chil 
dren 
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dren and People, and at laſt let him exchange 
his temporal Crown for one of never- ſading 
Glory. 

Let the LoRD our Gop be alſo gracious to 
all the ret of the Royal Family; let them be 
an Houſhold of Faith, ſerving thee in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs, exceeding in Good- 
neſs as well as Greatneſs, and at laſt bring them 
to thine everlaſting Kingdom. Take thou all 
our publick Affairs under thy Care and Con- 
duct; counſel thou our Counſellors, and teach 
our Senators Wiſdom ; fight thou our Battles, 
and let neither ſpiritual nor temporal Enemies 
gain Advantage over us. Let all our Magiſtrates 
be Men of Truth tearing thee, our Gop, and ha- 
ting Covetouſneſs ; make them a Terror unto 
the Evil-doers, but a Praiſe unto them that do 
well; let them, and thy Miniſters, as thy Moſes 
and Aaron, join Hands and Hearts to build the 
Houſe of God. Be gracious, O Lorp Gop, 
to all the Miniſters of thy Word of every De- 
nomination ; thou knowelt all them whom thou 
haſt ſent, and in thy Book are all their Names 
written, whatſoever they be called amongſt Men, 
Loxd Gop, let them all faithfully do and 
teach thy whole Will : and to this End, do thou 
more abundantly endue them with thy Holy 
Spirit in his ſamctifying and edifying Gifts and 
Graces; let their Preaching be in Demonſtra- 
tion thereof, and with thy Power; and let not 
the People's Faith be founded in the ” 

E. 0 
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df Man, but in the Power of thee our Goo: 
convert therefore, OLoxp, or remove all them 
who ſay they are Apoſtles, and are not; and 
let the Number of thy faithful Labourers be 


greatly multiplied. Bleſs Lox D Gop Almighty, 
all Chriſtian Congregations; be thou preſent with 


them, O Jesvs, according to thy Promiſe ; 
let thy Word be ſharp and powerful ; let it be 
mixed with Faith in them that hear, and bring 
forth Fruit, in ſome thirty, in ſome fixty, and 
in ſome an hundred fold. Be particulaply gra- 
cious, O Los, to all the Sons and Daughters 
of Affliction; ſuccour the tempted, and bruiſe 
| down Satan ſhortly under their Feet; make thou 
the Bed of all them that are in Pain or Sick- 
| neſs, and give them a happy Iflue ; let the 
Poor firſt ſeek thy Kingdom and the Righteoul- 
neſs thereof, and prove all things needful for 
Lite and Godlineſs added unto them. Pity 
all Women in the Pain and Peril of Child- 
bearing, give them Faith and Patience, and let 
them find thee to be their very preſent Help in 
Time of Trouble. Be thou, O LorD, with 
all that travel by Land or Water; let them ac- 
knowledge thee in all their Ways; make thou 
their Journey proſperous, and at laſt bring them 
to the Haven of thy eternal Reſt. Be merciful, 
O Lord Go, to all Priſoners and Captives; 
preach thou Deliverance to their Souls; break 
off the Fetters of Sin; let them know thy 
Truth, and thereby be made free indeed. Be 
| gracious 
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gracious and bountiful, O Loxp Go, to all 
our Friends and Benefactors; be thou their 
Portion in Health, their Shield in Danger, their £ 
Deliverer in Trouble, their Eaſe in Pain, their 

Cordial in Sickneſs; yea,, Lox D Gop, be thou 

their GoD, and Guide, and Portion in Time, 

and to all Eternity.-—— Bleſs alſo, O Loxp | | 
our GoD, and turn the Hearts of all our Ene- i 
mies; let us never be overcome of Evil, but F 
let us overcome Evil with Good, and do thou 
more abundantly for us, and for all Mankind, 
than we can aſk or think, only for the Sake of j 
Jesus CHRIST our only Mediator and Advo- 
cate, in whoſe moſt bleſſed Name, and in that 

_ comprehenſive Form of Words, which he hath 
taught us, we deſire to conclude theſe our im- 
perfect Prayers, 


Our Father, &c. 


MORNING HYMNS. 
RY MN I 


1  1IVER and Guardian of my Sleep, 
To praiſe thy Name I wake 

Still, Loxp, thy helpleſs Servant keep, 

For thy own Mercy's Sake. 
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2 The Blefling of another Day 
I thankfully receive: 
O may J only thee obey, 
And to thy Glory live. 


3 Vouchſafe to keep my Soul from Sing 
Its cruel Power ſuſpend, 
Till all this Strife and War within, 
In perfect Peace ſhall end. 


4 O reſpite me from Self and Pride, 
Curb and keep down my Will; 
My Appetites and Paſſions chide, 
And bid the Sea be till. 
5 Upon me lay thy mighty Hand, 
My Words and Thoughts reſtrain z 
Bow my whole Soul to thy Command, 
Nor let my Faith be vain, 


6 I thank thee for the future Grace, 
And now in Hope rejoice : 
In Confidence to ſee thy Face, 
And always hear thy Voice, 


7 Thy only Will be done, not mine, 
But make me, LoR D, thy Home: 
Come when thou wilt, I that reſign, 
But, O! my JESUS, come, 
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H Y MN II. 


; W E lift our Hearts to thee, 

| O Day-Star from on high: 
The Sun itſelf it but thy Shade, 
Yet chears both Earth and Sky, 


2 O let thy orient Beams, 
The Night of Sin diſperſe : 
The Miits of Error and of Vice, 
Which ſhade the Univerſe. 


How beauteous Nature now, 
How dark and ſad before, 

With Joy we view the pleaſing Change 
And Nature 8 Gop adore. 


4 O may no gloomy Crime, 
Pollute the riſing Day: 
Or Jzsvu*s Blood, like Evening Dew, 
Waſh all the Stains away. 


5 May we this Life improve, 
To mourn for Errors paſt : 
And live this ſhort revolving Day, 
As if it were our laſt, 3-9 


6 To Gop the Father, Son, 
And Spirit, Ore and Three: 
Be Glory, as it was, is now, 


And ſhall for ever be. 
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HTI M N III. 


Y Gop was with me all this Night, 
And gave me ſweet Repoſe: 
My Gop did watch e'en whilſt I ſept, 
Or I had never roſe. 
How many groan'd and wiſh'd for Sleep, 
Until they wiſh*d for Day; 


Meas'ring flow Hours, with their quick Pains, 
Wuhilſt J ſecurely lay. 


2 Whilſt I did ſleep, all Dangers ſlept, 
No Thieves did me affright; 
Thoſe Ev'ning Wolves, thoſe Beaſts of Prey, 
Diſturbers of the Night. 
No raging Flames, nor Storms did rend. 
The Houſe that I was in; 
J heard no dreadful Cries without, 
No doleful Groans within, 2 


3 What Terrors have I *ſcap'd this Night, 
Which have on others fell ! 

My Body might have ſlept its laſt, 
My Soul have wak'd in Hell: 

Sweet Reſt hath gain'd that Strength to me, 
Which Labour did devour: 

My Body was in Weakneſs ſown, 
But it is rais'd in Pow 'r. 
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4 Lox, for the Mercies of the Night 
My humble Thanks I pay ; 
And unto thee I dedicate 
The Frſt Fruits of the Day. 
Let this Day praiſe thee, O my Gov, 
And ſo let all my Days: * 
And O let mine eternal Day 
Be thine cternal Praiſe. 


r M N TV. 


1 JI ISE my Soul to praiſe the Care, 
Of Jesvs true and good: 
Sing to him whoſe Robes appear 
As newly dipt in Blood. 
By whoſe Pow'r I live to ſee 
The Dawning of another Day: 
Farther favour'd I ſhall be, 


When here no more I ſtay, 


2 Soon ſhall I in Righteouſneſs, 
In Jzsv's Arms awake; 
All the Joy the Saints poſſeſs, 
I for mine own ſhall take: 
I ſhall with the Father fit, 
And in his heavenly Kingdom praiſe ; 
Bowing down before his Feet, 


Acknowledging Free- Grace. 


EVEN- 


Ts 


AN 


EVENING PRAYER 
For a FAMILY. 


LORY, and Blefling, and Praiſe be unto 
thee, O thou great and eternal Gop, 

that thou haſt brought us to the Concluſion cf 
another Day. This Evening we defire to ſet 
up our Ebenezer of Praiſe and Prayer; becauſe 


hitherto, bleſſed be thy great and- glorious 


Name, thou haſt helped us: and oh thou 


prayer-giving, prayer-hearing, promiſe-keeping 
Gop, at this Time alſo let thy Spirit help our 
Infirmities, and enable us to offer up a ſpiritual 
Sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto thee in 
CHRIST IESsus, our dear Redeemer, and only 


Mediator and Advocate. We would thank 


thee, O Lord our Gop, for our Creation, Pre- 


ſervation, and for all the Bleſſings of this 
Life; bleſſed be thy Name for the Food 
that thou haſt given us to eat, and for the 
Raiment we put on : glory be to Thee for the 
Air we breathe, and the Water which we drink: 
we bleſs thee for all thy joyous or affl.aive 
Providences, believing them all to be Diſ⸗ 
penſations of Mercy; but above all, we deſire 


to praiſe thee for the Fountain of all thy Mer— 


cies, 
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ties even for thy F ree-Grace ad electing Love, 


for all the Means obe Grace and for the Hope 
ot Glory, which thon haſt given us in CHRIST 
Jzsus our Saviour. And we defire to ac- 
knowledge unto thee, O Lord, that we are 
leſs than the leaſt of theſe thy e we are 


poor hell-deſerving, god-provoking Gong e. 


but thou art a fin- forgiving Gop; yea, thy 
Property, O Lord; is to have Mercy, and 
to forgive : waſh us therefore this Day in that 
Fountain which is open for all Manner of Sin 
and Uncleanneſs : pardon thou, O Gop, our 
Heart Sins, our Mouth Sins, and our Life 
Sins; forgive all our Sins of Omiſſion or Com- 
miſſion; yea, cleanſe us, O Gor, from all 
our ſecret or known Offences, and let us this 
Night lye down in thy Fear and in thy Favour, 
indifferent in our Choice to ſleep or die. Into 
thy Hands, O Gop, we deſire to commend all 
that we have, and all that we are, believing 
that thou art able to keep what we commit 
unto thee. Keep therefore, O Lord, our Souls 
in ſpiritual Life; let them always be watching 
for the Coming of our dear Lord and Sa- 
viour, IEsus CHRIST : keep our Bodies from 
all the Dangers of the Night; give unto them 
comfortable and refreſhing Reſt; and if it be 
thy bleſſed Will, that we ſnould . till another 
Day, let us awake and ariſe in the Morning 
in due Time; yea, may we ariſe renewed with 
Life Divine, and preſent our Bodies a living 
Sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto thee, which 
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is our reaſonable Service. ad thy holy An- 
gels this Night, O Lord, guard around us and 
all our Friends; keep us from evil Men, and 


evil Spirits, and evil Dreams; preſerve our re- 


ſpective Dwellings from Thieves, and Storms, 
and Fire. Let not the Earth, O Lord, this 
Night open her Mouth and ſwallow them up. 
Let thy Almighty Arm, O thou keeper and 
preſerver of Hrael, be underneath us, and all 
that pertain to us; let the Light of thy Coun- 
tenance ſhine upon us, and grant that whether 
we wake or ſleep, or live or die, we may be al- 
ways found thine through Irsus CRIST our 
Saviour, Cc. 


The Interceſſions for the Morning (beginning at, O 
Almighty Lord) may alſo in Whole, or in Part, be uſed in 
the Evening. 


8 


EVENING HYMNS. 
HY MN L 


I WT. S, the all atoning Lamb, 


Lover of loſt Mankind; 
Salvation in whoſe only Name, 
A ſinful World can find. 


2 We aſk thy Grace to make us clean. 


We come to thee our Gp: | 
Open, O Lox, for this Days Sin, 


The Fountain of thy Blood, | 
a | Hither 
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3 1 ither our ſpotted Souls be brought, 
And every idle Word; 
And ev'ry Deed, and ev oy Thought, 
That hath not pleas'd our Lon p. 


4 Hither our Actions, righteous deem'd 
By Man and counted good, 

As filthy Rags by Gop eſteem'd, 
Till ſprinkl'd with thy Blood. 


s To thee then O vouchſafe us Pow'r 
For Pardon Kill to flee; 
And ev'ry Day, and ev'ry Hour, 
To waſh ourſelves in thee. 


H Y M N II. 


L L Praiſe to him who dwells in Bliſs, 
Who made both Day and Night, 
Whoſe Throne is Darkneſs in th* Abyſs, 

Of uncreated Night, | 


2 Each Thought and Deed his piercing Eyes 
With ſtricteſt Search ſurvey, _ 
The deepeſt Shades no more diſguiſe, 
Than the full Blaze of Day. 


3 Whom thou doſt guard, O King of gy” 
No Evil ſhall moleſt, 
Under the Shadow of thy Wings, 
Shall they meh reſt. 
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4 Thy Angels ſhall about their Beds 


Their conſtant Stations keep, 
Thy Faith and Truth ſhall ſhield their Heads 
For thou doſt never ſleep. 


5 May we with calm and ſweet Repoſe 
And heavenly Thoughts refreſh'd ; 
Our Eye-lids with the Morn's uncloſe 
And bleſs the ever bless d. 


H Y M N III. 


HEE, Saviour, who me kept To- day, 
The Lamb that took my Sins away 
My thankful Soul ſhall bleſs, 
Thou worthy art, O Son of Gop 
Of endleſs Praiſe, for thro? thy Blood 
5 ſweetly reſt in Peace. 


2 Pl lay me down, and thou my LoRb 
With all thy Angels me ſhall guard, 
My Soul to thee I truſt ; 
Thou ſhalt (for thou art able) keep 
Poor me among the Fellowſhip, 
Of Saints thro? thee made juſt, | 


3 No farther go To-night, but ſtay 
Dear Saviour till the Break of Day, 
Turn in, my Loxp, with me; 
And in the Morning, when I wake, 
Me in thy Hand my Jzsvs take 
And Il go on with thee, 8 
: HYMN 
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H Y MN IV. 

1; Will lay me down in Peace, 

I In Safety take my Reſt, 
Me commend to Jzsv's, Grace, 
As leaning on his Breaſt, 
So in Jesvs ſhall I ſleep 
| While Troops of Angels are my Guard, 
O my Shepherd love and keep 

And be my great Reward. 


2 Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
One God whom we adore, 
Join with the celeſtial Hoſt 
To praiſe. thee evermore : 
Live by Heaven and Earth ador'd, 
Three in One, and One in Three, 
Holy, holy, holy Lok p, 
All Glory be to thee. 
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